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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ALL-ARMENIAN CATHOLICOS: WE DISAVOW TERRORIST, MILITARY ACTS 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 16 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] On the occasion of a recent pilgrimage trip to the Holy Echmiadzin, we 
had conveyed to His Holiness Catholicos Vazken I three written questions 
through Mr Garbis Ugurlian, the organizer of the trip. The Armenian Pontiff 
conveyed his answers to us in the same manner. His answers dispel the baseless 
charges and ailegations leveled against him by certain journalistic circles. 


Question: Holy Father, the Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul has for centuries 
been affiliated with our spiritual center, the Mother See of Holy Echmiadzin, 
and our people have made it a tradition to go on pilgrimage to the Holy 
Echmiadzin. Lately, however, the Armenian community of Istanbul was grieved to 
hear that the deserving incumbent of the Mother See had become the target of 
certain accusations in the press, particularly in connection with the painful 
issues of international terrorism and so-called Armenian terrorism. What does 
His Holiness think on this matter? 


Answer: We thank the almighty God for the preservation and continuation of 
canonical and brotherly traditional relations between the Mother See of Holy 
Echmiadzin, the centuries-old seat of the Armenian Church, and the Armenian 
Patriarchate of Turkey since the 15th century. 


The accusations to which you refer are baseless and are apparently the result 
of erroneous information. It is true that we always pray for the souls of the 
martyred children of our church, but we have never condoned acts of extremisn. 
We expressed ourselves in this regard from the very outset. We remain firmly 
loyal to the principles of world peace and peaceful coexistence among nations. 


Question: We are pleased to inform you that the faithful Armenian community of 
Istanbul lives in conditions of peace and prosperity. Your Holiness would 
naturally be pleased to hear that all of our churches are thriving and 
flourishing. 


Answer: We are pleased to hear your testimony that the Armenian faithful in 
Turkey live in peace and prosperity and enjoy complete freedom in their 
religious and communal life as citizens of your country. 


We are aware of that fact, and we have heard on several occasions similar 
testimonies from the Holy Patriarch of the Armenians in Turkey and many 
Armenians living in Turkey. 

















Question: The world and the Middle East in particular are experiencing a 
turbulent period, and various international problems upset the good 
dispositions of peaceloving people. What message do you have to convey to our 
people and the entire humanity in these turbulent times? 


Answer: It is indeed sad to see the turbulent condii‘ton of our world. Mankind 
is faced with horrible tragedies. We do not believe that any international 
problem can be beneficially resolved through acts of teriorism or war. 


We must all pray and work to help big and small countries to resolve their 
differences only by peacefu.. means, through mutual understanding and within the 
framework of the United Nations Organization which was created at the end of 
World War II with an eye to preserving world peace. 


It is time for all nations to realize that we are the citizens of the same 
globe and that we all have the same destiny. 


Love and peace to you. Amen. 


9588 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


COMMUNIQUE ON ISTANBUL PATRIARCH'S VISIT TO SOVIET ARMENTA 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 16 Oct 84 pp 1,4 


[Text] As our community knows, the Armenian Patriarch of Turkey, His Eminence 
Archbishop Shnork Kalustian, left for the Mother See of Holy Echmiadzin on 10 
September 1984 accompanied by the former Patriarch of Jerusalem, Archbishop 
Diran Nersoyan. 


The trip was undertaken at the invitation of His Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos 
of ali Armenians, who had named the Armenian Patriarch of Turkey as_ the 
chairman of the committee which will submit the draft canon of the Armenian 
Church to the vote of the Episcopal Council meeting to be held next year. 


The work in connection with this draft canon began in the Holy Echmiadzin on 17 
September and ended on 24 September. 


A group of 32 Armenian congregationists from Istanbul left our city on the 
morning of 17 September on a pilgrimage trip to the Holy Echmiadzin. The group 
was led Mr Garbis Ughurlian. Around the same time a group of German-Armenian 
pilgrims arrived in the Holy Echmiadzin. 


Catholicos Vazken I, received both groups on Sunday, 23 September, before 
conducting Holy Mass. During the Mass, the Armenian Patriarch of Turkey 
delivered an address which expressed the feelings of the pilgrims. The text of 
the address is given below: 


The Patriarch's Address 


We thank you once again, Holy Father, for receiving all of us today. We have 
come to kiss your holy right hand and to express our filial respect and love. 
we would also like to take this opportunity to tell you, Holy Father, that the 
Armenians of Turkey in general and those of Istanbul in particular live under 
good conditions. Economically, morally and, in particular, in the religious 
domain, our people enjoy good conditions in their lives. We have no religious 
difficulties; we conduct our worship freely and under good conditions, and if 
there have certain restrictions in the past, most of them have been resolved. 


We maintain very good relations with our government. A virtual dialog has been 
established. We understand them, and they understand us. Thus, we are 
extremely satisfied. The Armenian community--the Armenian minority--has 











enjoyed very favorable conditions during the rule of the former military 
government as well as under the present democratically elected government, and 
we would like to express our contentedness in your presence. 


Our chief difficulty, Holy Father, is that occasionally assassination attempts 
are committed against Turkish diplomats abroad. This situation causes us 
grief. We feel pain about this together with all of our countrymen, and on 
such occasions we reiterate that such acts serve no purpose. Consequently, we 
wish and we pray that all acts of terrorism come to an end in all corners of 
the world and that all nations can live in peaceful and tranquil conditions. 


We therefore express our contentedness and our concern about terrorism here, 
before Your Holiness, and we ask you to give your blessings to the faithful 
Armenians of Istanbul as well as the tourists and pilgrims who have come from 
Germany. 


The Catholicos' Response 


Every time we receive pilgrims from Istanbul here, I remember my trip to that 
city in 1961. Also, on other occasions I never forget those exceptional, 
enthusiastic and touching receptions organized during my visit in 1961. 
Although I visited Istanbul on a sad occasion 2t that time--on the occasion of 
the late Patriarch's funeral--that sadness was tranformed into joy after the 
funeral, and, before the sanctity of the doly Echmiadzin, I will never forget 
that exceptional enthusiasm, emotion and surging of souls. 


As you know, I have traveled overseas frequently. I have paid visits almost 
everywhere. Last May I visited Latin America for the third time. Our people 
are basically the same nation everywhere. ‘They respect the Mother See of Holy 
Echmiadzin and our fatherland. Thus, they always greet us inspired with such 
feelings. It is the same Armenian spirit that blooms everywhere, but none of 
the communities have matched the spiritual enthusiasm we have found in 
Istanbul. That was indeed an extraordinary phenomenon. It was an historical 
phenomenon, equivalent to a miracle, and showed how the Armenian community of 
Istanbul had preserved its religious faith and had firmly clung to its Mother 
Church and its center, the Holy Echmiadzin, despite its difficulties in the 
past. As you realize, this fundamental fact is an exceptionally bright 
phenomenon. It must also be said that government authorities were also 
extremely hospitable during our visit. President Cemal Gursel received us with 
great honors. He dispatched his personal automobile to the airport, and I was 
greeted in accordance with protocol. We were thus accorded very friendly 
treatment at the government level. I remember and relive those moments 
whenever I meet individuals and pilgrims from Istanbul. 


We heard all of you, chiefly our brother, Patriarch Shnork, the able shepherd 
of the Armenians of Turkey, as well as the pilgrims who have been visiting 
frequently the Mother See of Holy Echmiadzin, the center of our faith and the 
historical focal point of the entire Armenian nation. We are pleased to hear 
the testimony of the Holy Patriarch that our spiritual children in Istanbul and 
in the provinces can conduct their spiritual life under normal conditions and 
without experiencing any difficulties. This provides us with great solace. 


I~ 

















We must realize that international terrorism is a major problem not only for 
the Turkish government, but for many countries. The extremist acts committ 
gainst Turkish authorities naturally distressed you, and we, too, w 
grieved. On several occasions, I declared officially that such extremist a 
cannot produce any benefit for anybody. Because no problem among people can 
resolved by extremist acts, by war or by lawlessness. That is why such ac 
must come to an end. 


© OD 


af 


We pray for the continuation and further consolidation of the atmosphere of 
mutual respect and friendly ties between your church and government authorities 
in Turkey. 


Therefore return to your countries in good will. Be good members of your 
Mother Church and be good citizens of your countries. Take our fatherly 
blessings and greetings to everyone in your countries. 


9538 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TURKISH PAPER CLAIMS SOVIETS ENCOURAGE ARMENIAN PROPAGANDA 


Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 19 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] TERCUMAN correspondent Tokay Gozutok says in his report published today 
that the Soviets, who are regarded as the father of international terrorisn, 
have now stepped up their efforts to defend Armenian allegations. They have 
thus opened a campaign against Turkey. 


This campaign began with a speech by Garen Demirjian, the First Secretary of 
the Communist Party of Soviet Armenia, during the 26th Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, whereby it was alleged that a major 
portion of the Armenian nation was massacred by Turks in the 1920's and that 
the survivors were saved thanks to the intervention of the Soviet Union. 


Gozutok writes that in 1981 alone the Soviets paid communist organizations 
around $1 billion for subversive activities against Turkey. The Soviets also 
maintain that the Armenian nation is a dispersed nation that has been left 
without a homeland. The terrorist organizations are thus basically defended, 
and it is said that these organizations "are now obliged to seek their rights." 
In particular, Agunk, an Armenian song and dance ensemble which was sent’ to 
Germany in 1981 for a series of performances, was presented to the public with 
such slogans. Mvanwhile, on the occasion of the Armenian Film Week in London, 
it was alleged that the Turks tried to exterminate the Armenians and that "an 
entire nation was saved from certain death thanks to the intervention of the 
Soviet Union." 


To ensure collaboration with Armenians in other countries, the Soviet Union has 
set up a number of organizations one of which is the "Committee for Cultural 
Relations with Armenians Abroad." This organization took an important step 
voward its goal by establishing prizes in the name of the composer Gomidas. 
The Soviet Union provides financial assistance for such purposes in other ways. 
For example, several tourism offices have sprung up lately which organize 
touristic trips to the Soviet Union from the United States and Europe. This 
way, the Soviet Union gives the appearance that it is pursuing an open-—door 
policy. While inside the Soviet Union a Soviet citizen cannot travel from one 
city to another without permission, Soviet scientists of Armenian origin are 
frequently sent abroad to get in touch with Armenians in those countries. 














Here is a list of other activities: 


--In 1981, the Soviet Union participated in an exhibition called "Man and the 
World" in Montreal with an Armenian display. The Prime Minister of Soviet 
Armenia went to Canada. Days were dedicated to Armenians in Montreal and 
Toronto. ' 


--In the New Delhi Fair in 1982, the Soviet pavillion featured an Armenian 
display, and in the process, Armenian allegations were repeated. In the same 


year, the Soviet Embassy in Damascus unveiled an Armenian photographic 
exhibition. 


--In a book published in 1980, Soviet Armenian Foreign Minister John Kirakosian 
expressed frustration about the poor prospects of uniting the two divided 
branches of the Armenian nation. Dr Kirakosian also wrote an article in 1982 
in the magazine "Soviet Armenia" containing accusations against the Turkish 
government and Turkish historians. 


9588 
CSO: 4605/31 














ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


PAPER CLAIMS ARMENIANS COOPERATE WITH BARZANI KURDS, APO TURKS 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 15 Oct 84 pp 1,4 
[Text] GUNES writes in its yesterday's edition: 


The government is taking new measures in response to the latest incidents of 
terrorism in southeastern provinces. The measures are aimed against elements 
who infiltrate into southeastern provinces and stage hit-and-run attacks. 
According to senior informed sources, these elements consist of "groups loyal 
to Mesud Barzani who operates from northern Iraq near the Turkish border, 
separatist Apoist militants led by Abdullah Ocalan who have fled Turkey and 
Armenians who collaborate with Kurds in that area." 


Mesud Barzani, the Apoists and the Armenians have formed an alliance, and they 
stage raids into Turkey with squads of 20 to 30 men. Mesud Barzani broadcasts 
provocative programs through a radio station called "The Voice of Kurdistan" 
and calls for attacks on military authorities with an eye to the liberation of 
his people. 


The sources note that the collaboration between Armenians and Kurds stems from 
a congruence of destinies since both groups are in the position of being 
minorities without homelands. 


As a result of the Iran-Iraq war, Irag has left unguarded its northern 
provinces near the Turkish border. This region moreover contains mountainous 
areas where terrorists can hide, particularly in the absence of government 
authority. According to senior officials, these terrorists also receive 
assistance from a superpower identified as the Soviet Union. Meanwhile, Apoist 
leader Abdullah Ocalan keeps his tracks covered by continually shuttling 
between Syria and Iraq. The groups which stage hit-and-run attacks inside 
Turkey always carry Soviet weapons. The Soviet Union also provides them with 
financial assistance so that they can create incidents in Turkey. 


Turkish authorities are currently trying to break the Barzani-Apoist-Armenian 
alliance. 


9588 
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EGYPT 


PROBLEMS FACING PRIVATE SECTOR INDUSTRIES REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-SIYASI in Arabic 9 Sep 84 p 3 


[Article by Samihah Karim: "Private Industry Sector Looks for Solution: State 
Affirms It Is Protecting Private Sector; However It Is State Laws That Are 
Causing All the Problems"] 


[Text] It was not peculiar for president Husni Mubarak to ask Mr Kamal Hasan 
‘Ali, the prime minister, to have all obstacles impeding the private industrial 
sector removed so it can move rorward along with the public sector and realize 
the development plan. 


The private sector, which is responsible for 38 percent of our national product, 
has had 24 billion pounds allocated to it in the 5-Year Plan. It employs close 
to 8 million workers. 


Also no state can rely totally and exclusively on the government's efforts and 
the government's projects. Private sector participation is also necessary so 
that the burden borne by the government can be somewhat lightened. 


For many years Egypt's private sector has been shrinking and getting smaller. 
When it was given an opportunity in recent years to grow once again, Egypt's 
private sector faced severe competition from the companies of the liberalization 
policy. These companies had advanced production technology. In addition, they 
did not have to obey the mandatory prices for their products. 


The question that must be asked now is this: Where does the private industrial 
sector stand now? What are the most important problems impeding its progress? 
What is the government's plan to encourage this important sector? 


An Outline for Projects 


Engineer Muhammad Mahmud 'Abd-al-Wahab, the minister of industry, presented a 
working paper to the Supreme Committee for Investments. The paper contained an 
outline for industrial projects in which the private industrial sector can take 
part. This outline was drafted in the light of reconsidering project priorities 
for the public sector in the 5-Year Plan. 


The minister of industry said, "There is a specific and clear objective [that 
can be achieved] by encouraging the private industrial sector. Therefore, the 











projects that have been included in the plan will be reviewed. If it turns out 
that the public and the private sectors can carry out these projects, priority 
will be given to private sector investments in a manner that would not 
negatively affect the business conducted by the economic units' projects in the 
public sector. 


"This may give the private sector an opportnity to become involved in new 
industrial projects, particularly in the food industry, the secondary industries 
and also the ready-to-wear clothing industry. 


"But what is it that is still impeding the progress of the private sector after 
the state used all means in an attempt to encourage it?" 


Incentives and Easy Terms 


It was Dr Sayyid Muhammad Shafiq, an expert in the Public Industrialization 
Organization who answered that question. He said, "Although more than 1,000 
applications from the private industrial sector have been approved--the amount 
of investments amounted to 700 million pounds--some incentives have to be deter- 
mined, and easy terms have to be granted to the private sector. 


"For example, the amount of commercial loans has to be increased by 20 vercent, 
and the interest rate on industrial loans has to be reduced to 10 instead of 13 
percent. Also the reduction of customs fees should also be looked into to 
encourage small industries. All this will lead to good quality production. 


"The Ministry of Industry has to set up cooperative societies to market private 
sector products. Also, the proprietors of private sector factories must be 
exempted from payment of import fees to reduce the burdens they have to bear." 


Is this all that the private sector wants? Are these all its problems? 


"Abd-al-Mun'im Darwish, member of the Association of Industries said, " Con- 
ditions in the private industrial sector have changed in the past few years. It 
was facing numerous dificulties: raw materials, for example, were not available, 
and there was a shortage in production requirements. 


"But the liberalization policy and the decisions that followed that policy 
eliminated these problems, even though the liberalization itself had a negative 
effect on the private industrial sector. 


"Although it is an accepted fact that prices for production requirements, wages 
for workers and prices for raw materials are continuing to rise, sale prices for 
private sector products have remained almost constant. This causes one of two 
things to happen: 


--"The proprietors of private sector plants violate production specifications to 
cut costs; or 


--"The cost of some products is borne by others. Both matters lead to a loss of 
confidence in the private sector." 
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Dr Ra'fat Shafiq, professor at the Institute of National Planning added, "The 
private sector has another problem: the public sector dominates some sectors in 
which the private sector can participate. 


"Also, the two sectors do not cooperate, and neither sector is offering the 
other some of the production requirements that are available to it. 


"For example, if the public sector develops its aluminum production, the private 
sector could have opportunities to become involved in a few advanced small 
industries that are based on public sector production and so on." 


Administrative Complications 


The private industrial sector also faces additional problems in dealing with 
government agencies and, for example, with the administrative bureaucracy, 
particularly with regard to labor laws, customs and tax procedures and other 
matters. This adds to the private sector's costs and burdens. 


Primitive Manufacturing [Processes ] 


Engineer Ibrahim Sulayman, the proprietor of a private sector plant, said, 
"Private sector plants are facing major difficulties in pursuing their activi- 
ties and marketing their products. Their manufacturing processes, which are to a 
large degree primitive, have to face the technological superiority of investment 
companies. This has had negative effects on these plants, some of which have 
even stopped production. 


"If we were to take the soft drink industry as an example, we would find that 

there was a large number of private sector plants in that industry: there were 
60 plants. Unfortunately, however, 39 of them have shut down, and the rest are 
working at 10 percent capacity only. These are the large plants that were able 
to withstand the advanced technology [of investment firms]." 


The Tax Policy 


A large number of people who own private sector plants are asking that the tax 
policy be reconsidered so that an appropriate climate can be created in which 
national savings can be encouraged and channeled into private investments. Most 
citizens prefer to invest their funds in different savings accounts that yield a 
non-taxable high rate of interest. Or they prefer to contribute to projects that 
yield profits quickly. At the same time citizens are apprehensive about 
contributing to production projects that yield nothing more than a fixed return 
after a certain period of time. 


The Public Authority for Industrialization has submitted several suggestions to 
stimulate investments in the private industrial sector. [The following] are 
among these suggestions: 


--Funds designated for the Industrial Development Bank are to be increased to 
face the requirements of the private sector. 


--A special agency is to be established to provide the private sector with 
information and data that would help it implement its projects. 
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--Joint conferences with the public sector are to be organized to stimulate the 
private sector. These conferences are to be attended by the Federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry, the Industrialization Authority and proprietors 

of private sector plants. 


No society can make progress by relying exclusively on the government's 
resources. 


Individuals must participate in vital projects that serve the development plan. 
One of the favorable circumstances we have is the fact that the government 
believes in encouraging the private sector. It is making an effort to solve its 


problems. 


Nothing more than taking a few measures and making a few decisions has to be 
done to lead the private sector to make progress. 
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EGYP‘ 


INTERIOR MINISTER REVEALS DETAILS OF KAFR AL-DAWWAR INCIDENT 
London AL-AHRAM: AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 5 Oct 84 p 15 
[Article: "This Is Exactly What Happened at Kafr al-Dawwar"] 


[Text] Because of Interior Minister Ahmad Rushdi's trustworthiness in the per- 
formance of his duties, and his desire to avoid encroaching or impinging in 
any way on the investigations being conducted by the Prosecutor General, he 
talked only of what actually happened, told the public how they developed and 
escalated, and explained the successive methods the police used in confronting 
them, from friendly persuasion to firm reaction. He then testified to the 
public as to the motives behind such an incident and the damages, which can be 
of no possible service to the people, which might follow. 


He said, "The operation was in fact no surprise to the police, for we had had 
advance notice. But we believe in the sovereignty of the law. We know that 
we can always react quickly, and we will not arrest a citizen for a crime he 
did not commit. We have to keep our eyes open and wait. 


"One day before the incident, information we received confirmed what we had 
heard from some responsible sources at the Misr Textile Company who wanted to 
protect Egypt's productivity--that there were about 30 radical leftist elements 
trying to incite the workers to reject their wages and join with them, trying 
to instil doubts about the application of the amendments of the insurance law, 
and stirring up the workers with rumors of price rises. But because the broad 
labor front is completely reliable and well-informed, and knows for sure that 
fixed price commodities will definitely not be affected, it did not respond to 
the instigation or allow itself to be stirred up. The workers received their 
wages and did not join in. 


"Near the end of the second workshift, at midnight, some workers tried to 
prevent some of their colleagues from leaving when the third workshift showed 
up for work, and tried to form a big mob. But this attempt also failed, and 
all the second shift workers left on time. 


"The same attempt was made with the third workshift, consisting of 4,500 
workers. When the time came for them to leave in the morning, 500 youths 
working in services and administration tried to incite the shift workers to 
not leave but join them. But the entire shift refused, and departed. 
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"At 0630 Sunday morning, the youths, using every means of rabblerousing at 
their command, began the incidents by breaking windows at the company, their 
second home, with bricks. Then they left. 


"Out in the street, they also threw bricks at the city council building, and 
then gathered in the main square of Kafr al-Dawwar. The police arrived and 
spoke persuasively with them, an approach which protected the police from the 
treachery of the instigators, and the young people left. 


"While the police cars were cruising through the city, the youths who had been 
persuaded to leave only a little while before came back and threw bricks at 

the policemen. Then they spread out and burned a police truck and tried to 

set fire to several wooden booths around the police station. When firemen tried 
to do their job, the demonstrators grabbed the hose being used by the firetruck. 


"Then they headed for the Cairo-Alexandria farm road, and seized the opportunity 
to overturn a truck loaded with wood near the village of al-Yamanah, next to 
Kafr al-Dawwar. When they also tried to stop traffic along the road, I gave 
instructions to detour traffic to the desert road. 


"When they found that their attempt had failed, they went to the railroad. 
Some of them brought wooden railroad ties and placed them on the tracks and 
covered them with brush, which they then set on fire, thereby halting four 
trains. I immediately requested that no trains from Cairo or Alexandria come 
into Kafr al-Dawwar, instructing them to try again when the railroad line was 
safe. 


"After that, they went to the police station and began pelting it with bricks. 
The police were forced to spray them with water. 


"Some of them went up to the Ibrahimiyah Bridge, which cuts through the town 

of Kafr al-Dawwar, and began throwing bricks at people. They declared that 

the price of a loaf of bread had risen to 2 piasters, and that the price of 
cooking butter and a sack of flour had also risen. We announced that the 

facts were the complete opposite of what they were charging. Most of the bread 
being sold is priced at one piaster, the price of cooking butter has not in- 
creased one piaster, and a sack of spoiled flour, which they were buying on 

the black market for 15 pounds, is available, at much better quality, for a 
fixed price of 11 pounds. 


"The action was all over by 1700, only 11 hours after it had begun. Train and 
expressway traffic was restored, and everything returned to normal." 


[Question] And the actual number of victims? 
[Answer] One citizen died. 
[Question] And injuries? 


[Answer] Fifty-two, including eight policemen. 
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[Question] And what were the total damages? 
[Answer] This is being left to the prosecutor to determine. 
{Question} How many were arrested? 


[Answer] Some 89 suspects were arrested, and each arrest was made from a line- 
up or on thetestimony of witnesses. All the suspects have been harded over to 
the prosecutor's office on the charge of inciting to riot, illegal assembly, or 
sabotage. So far I have ordered 46 of them detained. 


[Question] Do any of them have definite political leanings? 

[Answer] Six of them in particular are leftists known for their radicalism. 
[Question] Are the reports of a similar incident in Hulwan true? 

[Answer] Absolutely not. 

[Question] And there have been none anywhere else? 


[Answer] There have been no such incidents anywhere else, but there have been 
other attempts. They are under continual surveillance, and every lawful means 
will be firmly used against them. 


[Question] One last question: What is your opinion of what happened? 


Ahmad Rushdi answered confidently, "There is absolutely no cause for alarm. 
Any such activities are observed in advance, and our method of confronting 
them through explanation and persuasion will not weaken our resolute, lawful 
reaction. The main thing is that the broad labor front is completely reliable, 
aware, and alert to any attempt at agitation. The motives behind such 
agitation are clear and obvious to every citizen. The abortive attempts by 
some radical leftist elements to incite, agitate and call for work stoppages 
and sabotage are nothing more than negative factors which are being swept 
aside by the positive advance of the people as a whole." 
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MOROCCO 


HEAD OF NRI INTERVIEWED ON PARTY PLATFORM 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 340, 17 Sep 84, pp 26-27, 29 


[Interview with Ahmed Osman, Head of the National Rally of Independents 
Party, conducted by Hasan al-Rashidi; date and place not specified] 


[Text] With the first of September, the campaign for the Moroccan legis- 
lative elections to be held on 14 September began. Twelve parties and trade 
organizations out of an original 14 are competing in the campaign. 


These elections will fill the parliamentary void that has existed in Morocco 
since the powers of the previous parliament ended at the end of last year. 
These elections are marked by the emergence on the Moroccan scene of several 
factors that will help sanction the democratic experience. One of the most 
important of these factors was the royal amnesty recently issued for 252 
political prisoners belonging to three opposition parties: the Socialist 
Union of Popular Forces, the Party of Progressive Socialism, and the 
Democratic Labor Confederation. A second factor is the ratification by 
Morocco and Libya of the founding of the Arab-African Union on 13 August, 
which was the subject of a referendum among the Moroccan people on 31 August. 





In this climate, the official authorities have resorted to giving the leaders 
of the political parties competing in the election campaign access to 
television to present and explain their political platforms to the Moroccan 
voters. 


AL-DUSTUR continues its coverage of the Moroccan elections and invites to 
its pages Mr Ahmed Osman, former Moroccan prime minister and current head of 
the National Rally of Independents Party. Following is the interview with 
Mr Osman: 


AL-DUSTUR: The previous parliamentary elections in 1977 led to the birth of 
your party, which has experienced some temporary upheavals. How are you 
waging the current election campaign and what is your platform? 


Ahmed Osman: The previous parliamentary elections did not lead to the birth 
of our party at all. There is no organic connection between these elections 
and the establishment of the National Rally of Independents Party because 
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the founding of the party was announced 18 months after the date of these 
elections. 


What can be said is that the group of independents who formed a majority of 
the winners in these elections assumed a major role in the formation of the 
party after its members discovered that they had a common background and 
direction with regard to their ideas and views on national issues. 


The truth of this statement is demonstrated by the fact that when a segment 
of the party decided to withdraw from the party, this event had no effect on 
the party's efforts and activities. The party emerged from this test with 

a stronger will, greater strength, and firmer determination. 


Our position on the current elections has always been clear. We expect 
that these elections will take place in a more proper atmosphere than was 
seen in the 1983 experience with the local elections. 


We are not busily working to increase the zeal of our citizens, strengthen 
their resolve, and arouse their enthusiasm so they can contribute to the 
information campaigns of the National Rally of Independents. We want them to 
make these efforts campaigns of national consciousness raising and popular 
guidance so that we can give a profound and constructive indication of 

what our options and ideas involve. 


With regard to our party's platform, it is difficult to go into it in 

detail in this brief article. However, we have publicly declared our platform 
a number of times in the party's conferences and meetings. Our platform 

takes into consideration the future revisions, corrections, and reflections 
necessary to ensure that we can overcome the problems and difficulties 

that face us economically, financially, socially, and administratively. 


AL-DUSTUR: The National Rally of Independents uses the motto "positive 
opposition.” Is some opposition positive and some negative? And what is 
your conception of the reform and stocktaking that you refer to? 


Ahmed Osman: The formula of positive and negative opposition has never 
been a part of our classification of opposition. 


Ever since we undertook this opposition, we have stressed the necessity 

of distinguishing between opposition to the platform adopted by the government 
and opposition which exceeds these limits and becomes--in whole and in part-- 
contrary to the direction we believe in and are going. 


We have always intended to classify our opposition as a constructive opposi- 
tion aimed above all at steering the government through presentation of the 

alternative. In other words, when the government commits some mistakes, 

the entire country suffers from these mistakes, not just one or more of the 

opposition parties. 


In this way we give the opposition its true democratic character, which is 
embodied in the concept that one side governs and the other keeps watch. 
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This is the basis for the theory of alternation and succession expounded by 
our beloved monarch, who entrusted the opposition with its role. His majesty 
clearly defined the role of the opposition as we ourselves view it and are 
working to implement it. That is, it is a role that does not make the 
opposition perpetual but gives it a chance to assume responsibility when it 
is called upon. 


In our practice of opposition, we have been able to achieve a variety of gains. 
We have prepared reports, we have investigated many cases, and we have 
conducted various studies. These activities qualify us to assume responsi- 
bility at any time. 


Opposition in the deepest sense seeks to uncover the failings of the parties 
that participate in the government so that it can someday assume 
responsibility. There is no opposition which exists only for opposition's 
sake. 


As for the reform that the question referred to, we have adopted it as a 
motto, a concept, and a mode of conduct. This is because Morocco, like 

other Third World countries, is passing through stages and experiences 

which make a reevaluation of certain concepts and methods in certain fields 
--such as development and administration, for example--an urgent and necessary 
task. 


From the position of opposition, we have criticized and continue to criticize 
the method by which the administration directs the daily affairs of the 
citizens. We have called attention to some of its areas that are 
characterized by waste, improvisation, and loss of the national will. These 
problems necessitate the introduction of a nut‘Ser of reforms and corrections 
in the structures and standards upon which daily government action is 

based. 


The world is undergoing continuous development and we are obligated to follow 

this development and make our methods, actions, and aspirations go along with 

the various modern technological and administrative givens. These are matters 
that require not only a reform of economic structures but also a reassessment 

of the total vision of a new Moroccan society. 


With regard to your question on stocktaking, the Rally is always pointing to 
the necessity of a comprehensive and fundamental reevaluation of administra- 
tive principles. We have insisted on this reevaluation in our statements 

from the podium in parliament, in the content of our speeches at mass rallies, 
and in the criticisms and observations published daily in our press. We 

still believe firmly that rectifying the administrative crookedness must 

start from creative action, from self-criticism, and from introspection on the 
part of officials. 


We hold these principles sacred and insist on the necessity of complete 
adherence to them in order to ensure successful national action at all levels 
and in all areas. We sought to prove this and to demonstrate the Rally's 
correctness, sincerity, and ability to provide an example and model. 
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Therefore, im our address to the Rally's councilors in the municipal councils 
and village assemblies, we informed them that we would also take stock of them 
and would subject them to the same standards we seek to apply to others. 


AL-DUSTUR: It has been observed that your party has moved from the right to 
the center in its political positions in recent years. Does this mean that 
its political platforms have undergone a change? 


Ahmed Osman: Our party emerged on the political scene as a social democratic 
movement, as a national testament to the reality and nature of the distinctive 
historical phase of our country, and as a loyal defender of the goals of the 
nation and its higher interests in social justice. Upon its emergence, from 
the standpoint of the future which sees the struggle as a continuing and 
uninterrupted movement, the party in fact reflected as it does today the 
living extension and the developed continuation of the venerable national 
movement in its entirety. 


From this standpoint, the party is an active part of this movement, an 
element in the founding and renewing of its course toward democracy and 
liberation, and an instrument ot renewal and stimulation of party practice, 
both on the philosophical and theoretical level and on the practical and 
realistic level. 


Our political system is open to anything that guarantees sufficient modernity 
and newness to ensure the means of success in various spheres of life. Such 
qualities were evident in the visions and concepts that we proposed to replace 
the problems endured in the national arena. Therefore, we gained greater 
trust among the masses as a political movement undergoing renewal day by day 
and growing through its words and practices to push the issue of reform to 

the forefront. 


The National Rally of Independents, as one of the progressive groups on the 
country's political roster, believes that there must be democratic choice 
from a right, left, or center--especially in a country such as Morocco where 
many ideas and currents coexist in an atmosphere of dialogue and tolerance. 


We in the rally have viewed and continue to view ourselves as the true 
representatives of that social progressive democratic moderate course that 
we consider the ideal alternative to present to the Third World, the Arab 
countries, and the African continent. This course is an alternative to 
continuing to hesitate between a radical right subservient to monopoly 
capital and an indomitable left used as an excuse for absolutism and a 
one-party system. 


In our view, a moderate position does not mean unsteadiness, the acceptance 
of compromises, or contentment with half measures. Starting from a 
progressive and advanced vision, we believe that our position--as a moderate 
position--is based on clear and incontestable options and chosen directions. 
For example, the National Rally of Independents, as a social democratic 
party, believes that all development projects and all policies that affect 
the development of the country must take into consideration the welfare 
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and identity of the Moroccan person as a primary goal. The Moroccan citizen 
must be guaranteed the social facilities he depends on so that he can become an 
effective producer within the cross-section of society to which he belongs. 


We often see these facilities neglected in capitalist and monopolistic 
societies, which results from the accumulation of profits and the development 
of the means of production at the expense of the working majority of the 
citizens. This has led and still leads to the creation of class differences 
and to the deepening and radicalization of factors which produce instability 
in many Third World countries. 


Morocco, as an open country which enjoys a multi-party system, constitutional 
institutions, and a king who is strongly committedto the democratic spirit, 
is urged on by the hope that it will achieve a way to direct its affairs 
which is based on the principle I referred to earlier. This principle is a 
concern for the welfare and identity of the Moroccan citizen above anything 
else, or in other words, a concern with the social side of the development 
equation. 


AL-DUSTUR: You were one of the individuals delegated by the Moroccan monarch 
to explain the meaning and dimensions of the federation between Morocco 
and Libya. What in your view are the background facts behind this federation? 


Ahmed Osman: We discussed the facts behind the federation in detail in the 
many mass meetings which the rally has organized since the signing of the 
Oujda agreement. 


Morocco has always worked to remain a bridge of dialogue, cooperation, 
continuity, and unity between the Africans and the Arabs. This has been its 
role during its past eras through the reign of King Hasan II. 


The Arab-African Federation is a first step which contains within it the 

dream of the unity needed to rescue the Arab and African worlds from the 
problems and crises they are struggling throuyii. SThis federation leaves the 
door open for all the Arab and African states to join it, based on the desire 
of these states to overcome the obstacles that hinder the development of the 
Arab and African states along the lines they desire. This development can 

be achieved only by a collective turn toward the advanced scientific and 
technological aspects that are considered the main standard for the achievement 
of any hoped-for progressive change. 


On this basis, the African Arab Federation's most profound goal is to crystal- 
lize the firmly rooted ties between the Libyan and Moroccan peoples in various 
vital fields and to seek unity in the Arab ranks and Arab-African solidarity. 


One of the features of this federation is that it is based on reason, logic, 
and conviction rather than on feeling alone. It is constructed on objective 
bases such that its foundation embodies the deep and profound love that links 
the peoples of the area. Moreover, it is concerned with the fateful Arab 
issues, foremost among them, the existence of an independent Palestinian state 
and the liberation of Jerusalem. 
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The important point is that the agreement is not against anyone. Rather it 

is aimed at cooperation and the preservation of peace, in addition to being 

the means of development most in step with the historical reality of the two 
sister countries and the entire African continent. 


AL-DUSTUR: Since the announcement of the federation between Morocco and 
Libya and the subsequent ratification of it by the two peoples, the 
Polisario Front has intensified its information campaign against Morocco, 
which has so far seen fit not to reply to these attacks. How do you explain 
that? 


Ahmed Osman: The conduct of Morocco's adversaries in our Sahara is not new. 
These adversaries become alarmed at any victory whether on the military 
front or on the political front. 


After Morocco and Libya took their fortunate step and worked to establish 
a federation which the peoples of both countries approved in a rare unanimous 
vote, our adversaries undoubtedly went into a frenzy. 


Morocco's philosophy is to work unceasingly to achieve constructive and 
positive accomplishments. King Hasan II has continued day after day to 
sanction all its capabilities and efforts directed toward total reunification 
and the achievement of rapprochement and union. Nor has he let pass a 

single opportunity to encourage the Islamic family, the Arab family, and the 
African family to work together to attain these noble and laudable goals. 


King Hasan II and all Moroccans are proponents of love, friendship, and good. 
History has not implicated them in the provocation of disturbances, intrigues, 
or clashes in any place in the world. Rather, they have always been--and 

are still--defenders of liberation movements, which have found refuge with 
them. 


If Morocco has maintained silence in the face of the prattle of the adver- 
saries, it answers them with the projects and installations it erects. In 
this way, it achieves the desire of the population for progress and growth 
and continues its work to maintain the course of development in our reclaimed 
Sahara according to the method based on a comprehensive national vision. 
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ISRAEL 


CAPTURED ARMOR REFITTED, SOLD ABROAD 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 17 Oct 84 P 5 


[Article by Rafael Seligmann: "T-54 Becomes Modern Tank in Israel: Soviet 
Tank Received New Gun, Electronics, and Engine"] 


[Text] The refitting of a large part of the Chinese tanks with cannons made 
in Israel has once again drawn attention to the Israeli Military Industry 
(IMI). According to the SUNDAY TIMES Israel has delivered to China modern 
105 mm gun in order that the latter could refit its estimated 9,000 model 

59 and 69 tanks that are based on Soviet T-54 and T-55. Originally the 
Chinese tanks were equipped with a 100-mm cannon, just like the Soviet models. 


The IMI has concerned itself with Soviet weapons since 1956. [In the Sinai 
campaign (October/November 1956) the Israelis for the first time captured 
Soviet weapons, including tanks. However, in the Six Day War of 1967 the 
Israelis captured large quantities of Soviet arms, especially T-54 and T-55 
tanks, 130mm and 240-mm rocket launchers, and artillery pieces. According 
to press reports the Israelis sold several hundred Soviet tanks to Romania 
and Yugoslavia. "We soon realized the the Russian arms were in part of 
excellent quality," a high-ranking Israeli officer recently told DIE WELT. 
"But the problem was that at first we had almost no suitable ammuntion for 
these weapons," Thus the Israelis began at first to make ammunition for the 
Soviet guns. 


A Reliable Weapon 


Other difficulties cropped up in the case of Soviet tanks. The 100-mm gun 

of the T-54/T-55 did not have sufficient penetrating power for the armament 

of modern combat vehicles. "But for several reasons we wanted the Russian 
tank: First, it is a very reliable weapon, second, it has a lower silhouette 
than all comparable tanks, and third, the Soviets had delivered it to us 
free.'' For this reason the Israelis decided to embark on a refitting of the 
T-54/T-55 to meet their own requirements, especially since further Soviet tanks 
fell into their hands in the 1973 Yom Kippur War. 


The tanks were equipped with American engines and transmissions, This 
increased the tanks' maximum speed from 53 to 61 km/h, more important, 
acceleration rates were doubled. In addition, the Israelis installed a 














novel fire suppression system developed by IMI. The springs and shock absorb- 
ers were also changed. In this manner a constant leveling was obtained, 
assuring a permanent operability of the cannon in all kinds of terrain. 


Refitting the Cannon 


The most difficult problem was the refitting with a 105-mm gun, since its 
considerably higher kinetic energy compared to the 100-mm gun required 
complete rebuilding of the turret, suspension, and ammunition delivery. The 
refitting included installation of several electronic systems developed in 
Israel. For example, a laser system allows distance determination of up to 
20 kilometers, Exact figures are available at distances under 4 kilometers. 
The electronic fire direction system is also an IMI development. In sum, the 
refitting costs about $400,000 per tank, The thus refitted Soviet-American- 
Israeli tank was put into use by the Israeli army as "Mark S."" In 1982 it 
served "excellently" in the Lebanon campaign, i.e., it proved to be superior 
the the T-54/T-55 and T-62 used by the Syrians, and "at least equal" to 

the modern T-/72, 


The Israelis are prepared to deliver the Mark S abroad, It is said to cost 
less than a million dollars. "A relatively low price for a relatively modern 
tank,'’ say tank experts of the Israeli army. 


The experiences made by the Israelis in refitting Soviet tanks apparently 
causec China to entrust the refitting of her own armored force, in spite of 
political reservations. Moreover, Peking is said to be going to receive modern 
Israeli tank ammunition as well. 
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JORDAN 


OIL EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES DISCUSSED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1455, 22 Sep 84 p 62 


(Article: "'Qarma 1' and ‘Qarma 2' Yield Two Thousand Barrels Daily for Jordan; 
‘Amman Is on the Way to Becoming a Leading Oil Producer'"] 


[Text] Recent news of petroleum discoveries in Jordan indicates that the 
Natural Resources Authority, the arm of government concerned with petroleum 
exploration and drilling, has decided to purchase another drilling rig within 
a few months in order to expand drilling operations in the Azraq desert area, 
where there are many indications of the presence of a high-volume reservoir. 


Prior to that, last week in fact, the rate of output from the second well, 
named "Qarma 2," was officially announced to be around 1,000 barrels per day, 
in addition to the output from the first well, "Qarma 1," which is around 800 
barrels per day. 


Although current production may be insufficient to meet Jordan's domestic 
needs, Jordan is on the verge of becoming a leading oil producer. Officials 
of the Natural Resources Authority are fully convinced that Jordan is rapidly 
approaching the attainment of that goal, and that within 2 years Jordan will 
be an oil-producing country, and perhaps an oil-exporting one. 


In his discussion of the matter, Engineer Yusif Namiri, deputy chief of the 
Natural Resources Authority, expressed confidence "that the Azraq area, where 
work is being carried out now, and which certainly contains a large oil 
reserve, is not the only petroleum-rich area in Jordan; there are many other 
such areas." 


He added: "Specifically, there are strong indications of the existence of oil 
in four areas totalling 37 percent of the land area of the kingdom. These 
areas are: 


- The northern strip, north of the 'Amman-Baghdad line. 

The southern strip, south of the 'Amman-Baghdad line. 

- The Azrag and the Sirhan. 

The northern heights and the Valley of Jordan, including the Dead Sea." 
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In addition to that, there is an important issue pertaining to the agencies 
handling exploration and drilling operations in Jordan. These agencies are 
purely Jordanian, and they employ absolutely no foreign expertise, in view of 
the repeated failure of foreign companies to exert real effort to discover 
Jordan's petroleum wealth. 


It may be said that petroleum exploration activity in Jordan over the last 3 
years did not reach the minimum usual international level in the petroleum 
industry, despite the numerous foreign companies that carried out that activity. 
All of the exploration operations were of limited volume in comparison to the 
volume of similar operations which took place in many countries of the world. 
Most of the sites where drilling was done in the past were not chosen on the 
basis of sound scientific principles. Drilling was done at some of them solely 
on the basis of surface indications and field geology, at others on the basis 
Of magnetic surveys, and in a few cases drilling was done on the basis of what 
is known as a "Seismic" survey, generally considered to be the worst type. 


On 15 July 1980 the Natural Resources Authority began an integrated national 
program of oil exploration in the four areas mentioned above, agreement has 
been obtained and the necessary money has been allocated. Internationally 
renowned foreign petroleum companies have rejected invitations from the Natural 
Resources Authority to participate in carrying out the program, so the Jor- 
danian government, through the Natural Resources Authority, was obliged to 

take on the matter itself, with its own equipment and experts. 


The surprise was that local equipment and experts were able to achieve results 
not attained by the foreign companies that had preceded them in exploration 
efforts in Jordan. 


Since the beginning of 1980 the Natural Resources Authcrity has carried out 
more than 15,000 square kilometers of geological studies and surveyed more 

than 14,000 kilometers of fault lines, done by the Iraqi survey team in Jordan 
at no charge under the technical cooperation agreement between Iraq and Jordan. 
The Authority drilled 7 wells in various parts of Jordan, ranging in depth from 
3,000 to 4,500 meters, before drilling the twc wells Qarma 1 and Qarma 2, in 
which oil was discovered for the first time on Jordanian oil. 


It appears that the foreign companies have awakened to the possibilities in 
Jordan since the appearance of oil there, and have been moved to present new 
proposals to assist in current operations. 


The Jordanian government, however, does not seem to want to give these com- 
panies such an opportunity, desiring that Jordan retain the right to full 
possession of itS national petroleum, as opposed to the situation with other 
Arab petroleum discoveries, which were all made by big international petroleum 
monopolies. 





Despite this, Engineer Yusif Namiri says: "The story of oil in Jordan has not 
yet begun...but it will begin soon, and the beginning will be a big one, as 
big as Jordan's aspirations, God willing." 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


OIL PRODUCTION--Amman--PETRA--Engineer Ahmad Dikhgqan, deputy chief of the 
Natural Resources Authority, announced that drilling at the second well of 
Hamzah Field has stopped at 3,217 meters. He said that the output capacity of 
this well to date has been about 80 tons per day, and it is possible to 
increase this to 100 tons, or around 700 barrels per day. In a statement to 
thn JORDANIAN NEWS AGENCY, Engineer Dikhgqan added that oil has appeared in 
this well at a number of different depths, the most important of which, from 
the standpoint of quantity, is at a depth where the oil layer turns out to be 
ll meters thick, and where the necessary investigations are being made to 
determine the oil production characteristics and capabilities of the layer. 
These are preliminary investigations, however, and the necessary information 
will be completed after the installation of pumps. Engineer Dikhqan said 

that drilling will follow in another group of wells in the same field, to 
specify its dimensions and determine the oil reserves beneath it. The drilling 
will begin early next week in Well 3, located 5 kilometers away from Well 2, 
which is in turn 2 kilometers away from the first well, which is producing 
around 600 barrels per day. A correspondent from the JORDANIAN NEWS AGENCY 
learned that the oil field on which these wells are located is named after His 
Highness Prince Hamzah. [Text] [Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 3 Sep 84 pp l, 24] 
9310 


TRADE WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA--Amman--AL-DUSTUR--Jordan imports 10 million dollars 
in goods and raw materials from Czechoslovakia annually, and that figure is 
expected to increase in the near future with imports in heavy machinery and 
equipment. On Wednesday Vladimir Novochek, Czechoslovakian Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Trade, finishes his official 5-day visit to Jordan after meetings with 
a number of Jordanian officials, including Ibrahim Ayyub, minister of supplies 
and Muhammad Hurani, deputy minister of industry, trade, and tourism. They 
discussed ways and means of expanding trade between the two countries. Since 
the conclusion of the trade agreement between the two countries in 1978, 
Czechoslovakia has imported 100,000 tons of Jordanian phosphate annually, 
while Jordan has concentrated on consumer goods and industrial raw materials, 
including iron. In a statement to the JERUSALEM STAR, Mr Novochek said that 
Czechoslovakia plans to export heavy industrial equipment needed by Jordanian 
markets, especially the industrial renaissance in the public and private 
sectors. The Czechoslovakian government has adopted policies to present its 
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industrial products to Jordanian markets by means of the Czechoslovakian display 
now being shown for 4 days at the Marriott Hotel. The items on display 
represent only a small part of the Czechoslovakian industries. The display 

will close tomorrow, Thursday. The Czechoslovakian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry made arrangements previously to cooperate with the embassy in ‘Amman 
under the auspices of the Jordanian Chamber of Commerce and Industry. [Amman 
AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 5 Sep 84 p 3] 9310 


RURAL ELECTRICITY PROJECTS--Amman--PETRA--Sources in the Jordanian Electrical 
Authority said that the cost of carrying out rural electricity projects in 

1984 and 1985 reached 15 million dinars, while the money allocated to carrying 
out these projects was 14 million dinars. Financing thus remains an obstacle 
to carrying out these projects. The sources said that the cost of carrying 
out the projects to be completed during the current year comes to 8 million 
dinars, including 1 million for the areas assigned to the Electrical Authority, 
3 million for the areas assigned to the Jordanian Electrical Company, 3 million 
for the areas assigned to the Governorate of Irbid Electrical Company, while 
the cost for carrying out future general projects comes to 7 million dinars. 
Sources in the Electrical Authority indicated that the difficulties and 
problems which have led to delays in the implementation of rural electrical 
projects are such things as the paucity in a number of villages of street 
plans, low returns on villages far away from the lines, and the scattered 
arrangement of houses in single villages, which raises costs. [Text] [Amman 
AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 20 Sep 84 p 4] 9310 


TRADE AGREEMENT WITH ETHIOPIA--Jordan and Ethiopia have agreed to trade goods 
worth over $40mn in 1985, a Jordanian trade ministry spokesman announced. In 
addition, Jordan will sell Ethiopia 60,000 tonnes of fertiliser. The Jordan- 
ian trade and industry minister, Jawad al-Anani, signed the agreement last 
week with the Ethiopian trade minister, Wole Chekole, who headed the trade 
team visiting Jordan. Anani laid the foundation of the deal during his 

visit to Addis Ababa in June, originally setting a trade target of $70mn. 

The two sides also plan to study the prospects for a shipping service between 
the two countries, as well as a payment agreement to facilitate trade. [Text] 
[Beirut AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 25, 8 Oct 84 p 12] 
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AFGHANISTAN 


GOVERNMENT GROUND, AIR ATTACKS IN RETALIATION REPORTED 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 10 Oct 84 p 3 


/Text/ Fighting continues between Afghani Muslim revolutionaries and Soviet 
occupying troops and forces of the Kabul regime. Reports received from 
Afghanistan say that in Balkh Province recently 300 soldiers of the Kabul 
regime defected to Muslim revolutionaries along with their weapons. 


Also, a few days ago in Qandahar Province, Afghan Muslim revolutionaries in 
fighting with Soviet occupying forces killed many of them and destroyed a 
number of tanks and armored troop carriers. 


In an attack against the headquarters of government forces in the governorship 
of Shindand, Afghan Muslim revolutionaries destroyed a Russian armored tank 

and a troop carrier. As a result of the attack which took place on 23 September, 
12 soldiers and 2 Afghan military commanders by the names of Amir and 

Khodayrahm were killed. 


In several successful fights of Afghan Muslim revolutionaries with the Soviet 
occupying force and the forces of the Karmal regime, a number of tanks and 
vehicles of the occupiers were destroyed and a number of soldiers of the 
occupiers and of the puppet Babrak Karmal were killed by explosion of mines 
placed on roads being used by armored and other vehicles. According to the 
Central News Unit, the Muslim revolutionaries, in repulsing an attack by the 
occupiers against residential villages involving 12 MIGs, 25 helicopters and 
800 tanks, destroyed 2 Russian tanks and killed approximately 100 soldiers of 
the occupying force. 


Reports also say the defeated enemy, in reprisal for the victories of the 
Muslim revolutionaries, launched air and ground attacks against the Bikehsan 
governor's place as well as rocket attacks and bombardment of an area between 
Pol-e Hashemi and Herat, killing 140 defenseless people and injuring a number 
of others. 


As the occupiers and Karmal's forces subject nonmilitary areas of Afghanistan 


to nighttime bombardments, reports received from inside Afghanistan speak of 
continued defeats suffered by Soviet and Karmal forces. 
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Tens of soldiers of the joint forces of the occupiers and the puppet Karmal 
regime have been killed by Afghan Muslim revolutionaries in the course of 
three heavy attacks in Badghis Province. 


According to this report, coinciding with these operations, Afghan Muslim 
revolutionaries launched an attack against enemy forces moving across Abshareh 
area Of Badghis Province, killing 10 soldiers in heavy fighting and destroying 
a helicopter and a tank of the occupiers. According to the report, all the 
crew of the helicopter and the tank were also killed. 


This report also says Afghan Muslim revolutionaries, in their continued fight 
against the occupying and Karmal forces, launched an attack on a column of 
those forces which were supported by helicopter gunships in the Band-i Sizak 
sector of Badghis Province and inflicted heavy casualties on it. The attack 
on the column resulted in the death of eight crew members of an occupier tank 
and troop-carrier along with the destruction of the vehicles. 


5854 
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INDIA 


JANATA ISSUES WHITE PAPER SCORING GANDHI 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 10 Sep 84 pp l, 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Sept. 9--The Janata Party today charged Mrs Gandhi with 
having abused her power and authority as Prime Minister to destabilize, 
subvert, and overthrow State Governments run by political parties, which did 
not toe her line. 


"In a "White Paper" on “toppling of State Governments" and "subversion of the 
Constitution", which was released by the party's president, Mr Chandra Shek- 
har, the Janata Party charged that as president of the Congress(1), Mrs Gandhi 
had encouraged and instigated her partymen to launch violent agitations 
against non-Congress(I1) Governments. 


In that process, the White Paper said, the Governor's office had been further 
debased, the Constitution had been flagrantly violated and the norms of a 
democratic society treated with contempt. 


The White Paper, which documents some of the instances of toppling of non-Con- 
gress State Governments, notes that this "practice'’ was not only a clear and 
flagrant subversion of the Constitution, it was grave and dangerous in its 
consequences, "as the subversion of the Constitution by the abuse of the 
emergency powers to suppress the Opposition, fetter the Press and impose a 
dictatorship in the country". 


To deny the people of the country the right to be governed by their elected 
representatives, especially in matters of direct and immediate concern to 
them, which the founding fathers of the Constitution wisely left to the 
States, violated the basic principles of democracy and the federal principle 
and imperilled national unity. 


The two devices used for toppling State Governments, according to the docu- 
ment, were abuse of Article 356 of the Constitution to impose direct Central 
administration in place of the State Government and procuring defections from 
the ruling party in the State by offers of bribes in money or ministerial of- 
fice. "The two processes are not mutually exclusive." 


In the most recent instances of toppling of the Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir on July 2 and of the Government of Andhra Pradesh on August 16 the 
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Governor's office had been debased further. '"The Governor's participation is 
an integral and vital part of the toppling of State Governments through defec- 
tions as well". 


The White Paper noted that the lie had been a “time-honoured instrument for 
toppling", with all manner of charges levelled freely. More recently, accord- 
ing to the document, “weapons of repression have joined the armoury of top- 
pling", and it cites the instances of Jammu and Kashmir and Andhra Pradesh. 


What was worse was that, even while practising toppling, calculatedly in the 
States, "Mrs Gandhi delivers to her political opponents at the Centre repeated 
homilies and injunctions about the duties of the Opposition to be "responsi- 
ble" and "constructive" not to be "obstructive", and, specifically, to allow 
elected Governments to "govern for their full term". 


The objective of this "practice" of toppling of non-Congress State Govern- 
ments, the document said, was "to further the political interests of the 
ruling party". The unfortunate consequence, however, was that the federal 
principle is set at naught without any Constitution amendment". 


The White Paper traces the history of this practice from 1959 when the Kerala 
Government headed by Mr E.M.S. Namboodiripad was toppled "due entirely to Mrs 
Gandhi's relentless pressure and despite Nehru's obvious reluctance". 


The document adds: "The techniques she followed then set the pattern for 
latter toppling". It notes that "time and power made Mrs Gandhi bolder, more 
ruthless and less inhibited, especially after she split the Congress a decade 
later in 1969". 


Meanwhile, Mr Chandra Shekhar today made the strongest-ever criticism °-f the 
Lok Dal president, Mr Charan Singh, without naming him. 


Replying to a question at a Press conference, he said: "If an individual 
entertains the hope of becoming Prime Minister by bringing some parties toge- 
ther, he is living in a fool's paradise". "I pity the person who projects 
himself as a Prime Minister", Mr Chandra Shekhar said apparently referring to 
Mr Charan Singh, who has never kept it a secret that he cherishes to be the 
Prime Minister again. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI 16 SEP SPEECH DEFENDS PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 16 Sep 84 pp l, 7 


[Text] BANGALORE, Sept. 15--Mrs Gandhi today defended the presidential form 
of Government, stating that it was not an "undemocratic" system, report UNI 
and PTI. Addressing a mass rally at Kanteerava stadium here, the Prime Minis- 
ter said: "There is nothing wrong with the presidential form of Government”. 


Our Special Representative adds: While making it clear that the present 
Parliamentary system was not being changed, Mrs Gandhi said it was strange to 
see people describing the presidential system as undemocratic. "But, when all 
the people elect the President, how can it be undemocratic", she asked. 


Answering the Opposition criticism but without mentioning any party, Mrs Gand- 
hi said the idea of the presidential form of Government was started by intel- 
lectuals and others way back in 1966 when she became Prime Minister for the 
first time, and not by the Congress. When she was asked if people should dis- 
cuss it, she thought it would be wrong on her part to tell them not to do so. 
No system was perfect and it "is good to know the good and bad things about a 
system." Today most countries which were known as democracies had presiden- 
tial system whether "we approve it or not". 


But this, in Mrs Gandhi's opinion, was a "peripheral matter". The main ques- 
tion was how to solve the problems facing the country so that the people could 
have a better tomorrow. Mrs Gandhi said that under the 20-point economic pro- 
gramme they had been able to raise 15/7 million people above the poverty line. 


At the inauguration of the Mahila Congress convention earlier in the day, Mrs 
Gandhi referred to external dangers facing the country. She said that some 
opposition parties were saying that she was thinking of the external dangers 
to divert attention from internal problems. Mrs Gandhi pointed out that since 
these dangers were there she was saying that greater attention should be paid 
to them. 


Mrs Gandhi had a dig at her partymen quarrelling amongst themselves, though 


she did not make any reference to the differences in the State Congress (1) or 
in other States. 
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Earlier, addressing troops stationed in Banglaore at the M.E.G. Centre, the 
Prime Minister said the defence forces were respected because they exemplified 
unity and discipline. It was her wish that this unity and discipline shouid 
spread to all sections of society. 


Mrs Gandhi said she did not want to refer to the happenings in Punjab but 
added that she had to do it since Lt.-Gen. T.S. Oberoi, GOC-in-C, Southern 
Command, had made a mention by saying that the Army had acquitted itself well 
in the Golden Temple operations and that Harmandir Sahib was left untouched as 
ordered by the Government. She said the Akal Thakt had suffered damage from 
inside and now the repairs were almost complete. "I am now told it now looks 
beautiful", she said. 


The Prime Minister's other engagements for the day included the inauguration 
of the Rs 140-crore wheel and axle plant of the Railways at Yelahanka, on the 
outskirts of the city. 


The Prime Minister rounded off the day's schedule by accepting a civic recep- 
tion given by the Bangalore Municipal Corporation and witnessing a colourful 
cultural programme presented by women delegates attending the Mahila Congress 
convention. 


At the Mahila Congress convention, Mrs Gandhi attacked Opposition parties for 
talking about unity even without agreeing who should be their leader. ‘''How 
can they use the word unity in such a situation. That is the question I would 
like to ask the Opposition", she said. 


Nearly 30,000 women delegates representing all the States in the country are 
attending the two-day convention on the sprawling Bangalore palace grounds. 
There was a stampede before and when Mrs Gandhi came 40 minutes late to inaug- 
urate the convention. A visibly angry Mrs Gandhi left her seat on the dais to 
ask the delegates to sit down. She stood watching women jostle as Mrs Mar- 
garet Alva M.P., convenor of the convention, started her welcome speech amidst 
commotion and much noise. At one point, Mrs Alva stopped speaking and turning 
to Mrs Gandhi, who was standing next to her, said: "Madam, there is no point 
in my continuing with my speech. Please start your address”. 


However, as some semblance of order was restored, Mrs Aiva said all that the 
delegates wanted was a message from Mrs Gandhi which they could carry from 
here to all parts of the country. 


Begum Abida Ahmed, M.P. and chairman of the Mahila Congress, had to shorten 
her long prepared address in view of the noise in the pandal. She said women 
wanted 20% reservation in giving Congress tickets for the coming Lok Sabha 
elections. 


Saying that there had been non-Congress and coalition Governments in Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and other States in the past, the Prime 
Minister declared that at no time had the Congress tried to remove them. "We 
have worked with them and helped them in the same way as we helped Congress 
Governments, both financially and otherwise. In fact, sometimes our Govern- 
ments were unhappy because we gave the non-Congress Governments more help", 
She added. 
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The Prime Minister was critical of the Press. When the Congress Government in 
Karnataka was dismissed, there was a mention of it in the newspapers the next 
day. Afterwards there was nothing. Without mentioning what was happening in 
Andhra and the publicity it was getting daily in the newspapers, she said 
papers were full of it. "This is the standard we have", she added. 


In a reference to Centre-State relations, Mrs Gandhi made it clear the Central 
Government in India did not enjoy the powers which Governments in some coun- 
tries had. They did not want to increase the Centre's powers. There was pro- 
vision in the Constitution enunciating the rights of the Centre and the 
States. Even then she had appointed the Sarkaria Commission to examine the 
issue. 


PTI adds: Mrs Gandhi sent out all Congressmen from the dias just before the 
deliberations commenced. However, she did not ask the former Karnataka Chief 


Minister, Mr R. Gundu Rao, to leave. 


Mrs Gandhi said the Centre would immediately release Rs 10 crores for drought 
relief measures in Karnataka. 
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RAJIV'S 11 SEP SPEECH TO PARTY WORKERS REPORTED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


‘Jaipur, Sept-11—Congress-] general secretary 
: Rajiv Gandhi has called upon Indians in general 
_and Congressmen in particular to be vigilant 
and prepared to fight the US-China-Pakistan 


axis which is “posing a serious threat to the 
unity and security of India”. 


He was delivering the inaugural address at 
the unprecedentedly large two-day political 
convention of the Pradesh Congress-I attended 
by more than 10,000 party workers up to the vil- 
lage and ward level from all parts of the State. 


He pointed out that China had recently re- 
ceived advanced high altitude helicopters for 
military purposes, which was the first arms deal 
betweén those two countries. After getting the 
technology of the atomic bomb, China had been 


’ passingi! over to Pakistan. This has been report- 


ed in the American press itself, Mr Gandhi 
observed. 
He said that the foreign hand in the events of 


‘Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir was quite evi- 


dent. “We know”, he continued, “from where 


-the leaders of the Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 


tion Front had been receiving assistance”. He 
also pointed out that leaders of J and K Libera- 
tion Front were present at the pro-Khalistan 
meeting at New York and a rally at London. 

Mr Gandhi lashed out at the Opposition par- 
ties for aligning with anti-national forces in col- 
lusion with alien countries inimical to India. 
When Congress-I talks about the threat to India, 
the Opposition calls it an election gimmick, he 
added. 

The Opposition alliances, fronts and unity 
efforts were “unprincipled”, lacking any policy 
perspective and programme for the welfare of 
the people”, according to Mr Gandhi. 

Without mentioning names, but obviously 
referring to Janata Party leaders, he pointed out 
that “two leaders of an Opposition party” took 
the Pakistani rulers at their word and on their 
return to India boasted that the rulers had prom- 
ised not to use their arms against India. Further, 
he added, a senior leader of the same party after 
visiting the Golden Temple (before the army ac- 
tion) had declared that there were no arms and 
no extremists there. “With whom are these 
leaders aligned”, he questioned. 
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If the CPI-M and the BJP sit together in the 
government, he wondered whose policies 
would be followed? Similarly he ridiculed the 
Lok Dal and BJP, who were at daggers drawn 
during the- Janata regime, for coming 
together. 

Addressing the Punjab issue, he revealed 
that the Government had letters from Akali Dal 
president Sant Harchand Singh Longowal stat- 
ing that nothing less than the Anandpur Saheb 
resolution was acceptable to them. Mr Gandhi 
said that about 99 per cent of Akali demands 
were accepted by the Government during the 
negotiations. But it was made clear that so far as 
the Anandpur Saheb resolution was concerned, 
the Government was not ready to even talk of it. 
“We will oppose the Anandpur Saheb resolu- 
tion which aims to divide the country”, he 
declared. 

He wondered how the Opposition parties 
after having “secret talks” with the Akalis had 
declared that a compromise had been reached 
and that only the Congress-I was dilly-dallying 
for election purposes. 

Regarding Kashmir, ‘Mr Gandhi said that 
“though we had certain reservations about the 
regime of the late Sheikh Abdullah during his 
regime, anti-national forces did not dare raise 
their heads. But after his demise, he continued, 
the National Conference aligned with anti- 
national forces. This agitated even non- 
Congress-! workers and:resulted in the division 
of the National Conference”. 


Referring to the horse-trading of MLAs in 
Andhra Pradesh, he said the Congress-l is nei- 
ther purchasing nor selling MLAs. “Those who 
are talking of saving democracy are keeping the 
MLAs under lock and key”. 

He said tha vhoever wins the trial of 
strength in the Andhra Pradesh Legislative As- 
sembly will form the Government there. 

Mr Gandhi defended the action of former 
Governor of Andhra Pradesh Ram Lal, for call- 
ing Mr Bhaskara Rao,to form the Government 
after counting his supporters. 

Earlier, PCC-I chief Nawal Kishore Sharma, 
AICC-I general secretary Abdul Gafoor and 
Chief Minister S C Mathur also spoke. 

Among those present on the dais was Minis- 
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ter of State for External Affairs Ram Niwas 
Mirdha. iS 

Addressing 8 mammoth public meeting at 
the Ramlila grounds in the evening, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi called upon the people to be vigilent 
against the civisive forces. . 

Earlier, in the evening, he addressed a gath- 
ering of intellectuals and a question answer ses- 
sion. He urged the intellectuals to actively par- 
ticipate in politics. : 

The convention passed the political resolu- 
tion in the afternoon session unanimously. For- 
mer Chief Minister Hari Deo Joshi maved the 
resolution while Irrigation Minister Paras Ram 
Maderna seconded it. 
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INDIA 


HOME MINISTRY 'SOURCE' COMMENTS ON ASSAM POLLS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 Sep 84 p 9 


[Text] GAUHATI, Sept. 11--The acceptance of the 1971 rolls as the basis of 
the voter's list in Assam will not invalidate the 1983 election to the State 
legislature and will not necessitate the Saikia Ministry's bowing out of of- 
fice, a source close to the Union Home Ministry said here today. 


Contrary to opinion aired by several Opposition leaders, the source confirms 
that the commission has upheld the validity of the 1983 elections in clear 
terms in its recommendations to the Centre. This obviously will set at rest 
all doubts and speculation on the fate of the present Assembly and the Saikia 
Ministry in the event of the Central Government's acceptance of the Election 
Commission's recommendations. 


The Election Commission's draft amendment to the Representation of the Peo- 
ple's Act reportedly contains a specific clause upholding the validity of the 
elections held on the basis of post-1971 rolls. The commission is also under- 
stood to have recommended adjourned polls in 1/7 Assembly constituencies on the 
basis of the 1979 rolls even after the projected special revision of the voter 
list on the basis of the 1971 rolls. The commission is, however, reportedly 
silent about the peculiar situation that may surface as a result of two dif- 
ferent rolls being in force at the same time in these constituencies where a 
sizable number of voters will have the right to vote for either the Lok Sabha 
or the Assembly and not both. 


The commission, it is learnt, recommends expeditious completion of the process 
of revision under a simplified and summary procedure. 


The recommendations of the commission, it is learnt, say that the electoral 
roll for an Assembly constituency, either in whole or in part, as was in force 
in 1971 in Assam and as may be available at the time of issue of the direction 
for such special revision, shall be the basis for preparation of the roll in 
the draft. 


The Election Commission's preference for the 1971 rolls as the basic document 
is reportedly based on the Centre's offer to have 1971 as the cut-off year for 
solution of the Foreigners issue. It is yet to be seen if the Government 
leaders eventually accept the 1971 rolls as the basis tor revision. 
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An eight-member team of the All Assam Students Union is already in New Delhi 
for informal talks with the Centre. 


Some Opposition leaders have been attributing the Chief Minister, Mr Hiteswar 
Saikia's persistent opposition to the recommendations of the Election Commis- 
sion to his concern about the fate of his Ministry. 


But Mr Saikia claims that even if the recommendations of the commission are 
accepted it will not put the legitimacy of the Assembly and his Ministry to 
question. He claims that his plea for the 1979 rolls is only prompted by his 
concern for the large number of genuine voters who did not figure in the 1971 
rolls. 


The Chief Minister has, in the meantime, indicated his preference for the 1979 
rolls as the draft rolls and informal publication of the 1971 rolls for 
comparison. 


Political observers also feel that if acceptance of the 1971 rolls as the 
basis for updating the voters' list provides "the first step" towards solving 
the vexed foreign nationals issue, the Centre should not miss this opportun- 
ity: it can use this as a "handle" in future on the negotiating table with 
the movement's leaders. If the Centre rejects the Election Commission's 
recommendations, political leaders apprehend large-scale disturbances in the 
State. 


CSO: 4600/1038 
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INDIA 


EVIDENCE OF PAKISTAN AID TO TERRORISTS REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 17 Sep 84 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Sept. 16--Intelligence agencies have gathered fresh 
evidence of a new weapons re-equipment programme of the terrorists in Punjab 
by Pakistani elements, reports UNI. 


In their confessions, extremists recently arrested from the border villages of 
Punjab, have revealed their foreign links. The extremists had been meeting 
their contact men in the remote villages near the Ravi. 


The Pakistani elements have been sneaking into these villages during the past 
few days and giving fresh instructions and supplying new automatic weapons and 
ammunition to the extremists to start a new wave of terrorism in Punjab. 


According to official sources here, there are many pockets on both sides of 
the Ravi where the extremists could easily get in touch with their contact men 
undetected. They said the activity of the extremists in Punjab had again 
intensified during recent weeks. 


The confession of Avtar ngh who was arrested in Jammu, and some others has 
led authorities to believe that there is an organized attempt aided and abet- 
ted by Pakistani elements to destabilize the border State. 


Meanwhile, it is learnt that the terrorists who killed eight people after hi- 
jacking a passenger bus near China village in Gurdaspur district on September 
12, escaped to the other side of the border immediately after committing the 
crime. 


A suspected terorrist and an Akali Dal youth wing leader were arrested during 
the past 24 hours in Punjab. 


According to reports received here, Mr Surinderpal Singh Sodhi, allegedly 
responsible for killing one Sohan Lal at Kabarwal village in Faridkot district 
in the wake of the Army action in the State, was arrested yesterday. 
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EXPERTS' COMMITTEE ON PUNJAB ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Sep 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


‘Some of the vital Government bodies in Punjab, 

particularly the anti-smuggling operations, the 
intelligence network and the vigilance machin- 
ery were virtually paralysed because of extrem- 
ist activity resulting in a spurt of terrorist vio- 
lence before the army operations, the R V 
Subramaniam Committee on revamping of the 
civi! and police administration in Punjab is un- 
derstood to have said in its report, reports PTI. 

The high level Committee of Experts which 
submitted its final report to the Government on 
Thursday has not pinpointed the responsibility 
for the laxitiés on the border which led toa large 
scale smuggling of arms to the extremists due to 
the “multiplicity of agencies” involved in anti- 
smuggling operations. These agencies include, 
the Border Security Force (BSF), the customs 
field staff, the revenue intelligence and the 
local police. 

The Committee has underlined the need for 
a well-planned co-ordinated and concerted ef- 
fort on the part of all these agencies to effective- 
ly curb smuggling. 

The Committee felt that there was scope for 
improving anti-smuggling operations on the 
border.and has suggested concrete steps for bet- 
ter co-ordination. The Committee has particu- 
larly referred to the tardy progress in the inves- 
tigation and prosecution of smuggling cases and 
has called for deterrent punishment to those 
found guilty of smuggling, specially of the arms. 

The Experts Committee which included Mr 

F Santook, former Director of RAW (Research 
and Analysis Wing in the Cabinet Secretariat), 
Mr Iqbal Singh, retired IPS Officer from Punjab, 
Mr Balkrishna Shetty, a former Inspector Gen- 
eral of Police, Tamilnadu and Mr SP Srivastava, 
IAS, Special Secretary in the Bureau of Public 
Enterprises. also went into the question of arms 
administration in the State. 

The Committee examined various reports 
on the smuggling of arms from across the border 
and underlined the need of maintaining a regu- 
lar and thorough check on arms dealers in the 
State and keeping a regular information system 
with regard to sale and purchase of arms. 

The Committee in its report has also called 
for maintaining records of all arms in the State 
at the cistrict level and suggested 
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computerisation of statistics. There was also a 
need to issue guidelines to arms licensing au- 
thorities for tightening up of the arms licensing 
policy in the background of the recent events in 
the State. 

It has also underlined the need for use of sci- 
entific aids for speedy detection, investigation 
and prosecution of crime in the border areas. 

The Subtemaniam Committee report has 
suggested that a nationafcentre for records of all 


‘weapons reported lost or stolen should be set up 


in the country. Arms control is a national prob- 


lem and there was a need for a central monitor- 


-_" control system of arms, the Committee 
said. 

In its final report the Committee has dealt 
with the failures of the vigilance machinery in 
the last two years and called for steps toimprove 
it. 

Referring to the problems faced by the inves- 
tigating agencies engaged in interrogation and 
prosecution of criminals, the Committee felt 
that the available strength was inadequate. 
There was an urgent need to augment the staff 
in these agencies in view of the special courts 
which have been set up to try offences relating 
to acts of terrorism, the Committee said. 

After closely examining the Joopholes in the 
intelligence network in Punjab, the Committee 
has suggested various steps to ensure better co- 
ordination among different agencies to make in- 
telligence an effective instrument for the State 
administration. 

While dealing with the question of toning up 
of State administration, the Committee felt the 
need for strengthening the home guards 
organisation and improving the information 
and publicity network to keep the public in- 
formed about Government policies and 
actions. : 

The Committee also studied the protiem of 
educated unemployed in Punjab and called for 
urgent measures to provide gainful and preduc- 
tive employment to them. The Committee sug- 
gested that the problem of educated unem- 
ployed in Punjab should be studied by a task 
force under the aegis of the Planning Commis- 
sion with representatives from different minis- 
tries and departments as its members. 
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. The Committee in its concluding remarks 
observed that whatever measures it was sug- 
gesting for the revamping of the civil and police 
administration in Punjab should be regarded at 
a part of the overall exercise to revive and 
strengthen the bonds of social amity and com- 
munal harmony. \ 

It has expressed the hope that these mea- 
sures would help in restoring these traditionai 
bonds which were adversely affected in the re- 
cent happenings in the State. 

In its interim report submitted about e 
month back, the Committee had extensively re- 
viewed the administrative machinery in the 
State at the district level, the divisional level 


and at the headquarters level and made a num- 
‘ber of recommendations for toning up of 


these. 


The Committee by and large found the dis- 
trict machinery effective. However, it suggest- 
ed certain changes and made detailed recom- 
mendations. The interim report also dealt with 
the police organisation particularly its structure 
regarding recruitment, training and arms 
needed by the police force to face the vhalleng- 
es. Certain recommendations regarding updat- 
ing the communication metwork were also 
made in the interim report. 


The Committee was set up by the Central 
Government on 6 July this year for revamping of 
the civil and police administration in Punjab to 
meet the challenge posed by the terrorists activ- 
Kies in the State. 


The decision to set up the Committee was 
taken on the basis of certain conclusions and 
analysis made by the Government that the ad- 
ministrative machinery in the State had failed 
to meet the, challenge posed by the 
extremists. 

The Committee was asked to submit its in- 
terim report within one month and the final re- 
port within two months. 
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PAPER SUMMARIZED ANNUAL REPORT OF RESERVE BANK 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Sep 84 p 7 


[Text] BOMBAY, Sept. 10--Though there was a sizable growth in real output in 
1983-84, the price situation remained disconcerting for the major part of the 
year, according to the Reserve Bank annual report for 1983-84. In fact, the 
rise in prices as measured by the index number of wholeslae prices for "all 
commodities" (base: 1970-71 = 100) rose, on a point-to-point basis, by 9.3 per 
cent, against 2.6 per cent. All the three major groups primary articles, 
fuel, power, light and lubricants and manufactured products contributed to the 
price rise. 


However, it was the manufactured products group which exerted the maximum 
pressure on the price index. During the first quarter of the current fiscal 
year, though prices continued to rise, the percentage increase both on a 
point-to-point basis and on an average basis was less than in the same quarter 
of the previous year. With the exception of pulses and edible oils, most of 
the other essential commodities like cereals, fruits and vegetables, milk and 
milk products, sugar, khandsari and gur recorded smaller increases in prices 
as compared with the same quarter last year. 


Spurt in Farm Output 


The real national income is estimated to have recorded a rise of about 8.5 per 
cent in 1983-84. The high rate of growth was largely due to the sharp rise in 
agricultural output. But industrial growth, hesitant in pick-up, had been 
somewhat slow. The balance of payments position improved, as indicated by the 
movements in foreign exchange reserves. As a result, the Government of India 
decided voluntarily to terminate the extended Financing Facility arrangement 
with the International Monetary Fund without availing of the remaining balance 
of SDR 1.1 billions under that facility. 


The report emphasises the need for suitable policy planning and action neces- 
sary in the areas of currency and banking. 


With regard to commercial banking, there are three issues to which attention 
must be drawn. Banks have been playing a prominent role in the development of 
the economy since nationalisation and they could continue to play this role 
only if their viability as business units is safeguarded, the report says. 
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Areas of concessional and preferred credit need to be monitored continuously 
to avoid imposing a disproportionately heavy burden on the banking system. 


Profitable Overseas Operations of Banks 


The second issue in respect of commercial banking relates to the overseas 
operations of banks. Over the past decade, these operations have expanded 

in both volume and range, with the number of banks involved also rising. The 
Overseas network of the Indian banks cmprises 141 branches, five subsidiaries 
and 11 representative offices. By and large, foreign operations have proved 
profitable. In the case of some individual banks, they account for a signif- 
icant portion of profits. These operations are conducted in highly competi- 
tive and volatile conditions and the risk involved is often very high. It is, 
therefore, necessary that attention is paid to devising appropriate measures 
of control and regulations of these operations and implementing them assidu- 
ously. There is also the need for proper country assessment and introduction 
of appropriate management information systems, to avoid or reduce, wherever 
necessary, unduly large risk concentration on countries and/or borrower 
groups. 


The third issue relates to the quality of bank credit to industry and agri- 
culture. The outstanding bank credit to sick units in the industrial sector 
stood at Rs. 2,793 crores or 7.9 per cent of total bank credit at the end of 
June 1983. In regard to lending to agriculture, a matter of concern has been 
the poor recovery position. The ratio of recovery to demand in respect of 
direct agricultural advances granted by the public sector banks as at the end 
of June 1983 was only 53.3 per cent. Such locking up of funds be it in indus- 
trial units or in agriculture, affects the capacity of banks to recycle funds 
in a profitable manner. An improvement in the quality of the loan portfolio 
of banks is imperative. A more careful appraisal of the use of loans is 
called for. 


The report emphasises that there should be no relaxation on credit discipline. 


In view of the record increase in production achieved in 1983-84, the overall 
growth rate of the economy in 1984-85 would be lower. It is, therefore, es- 
sential that monetary policy must aim, in the interest of orderly economic 
management and reasonable price stability, at attaining in 1984-85 a declara- 
tion of the rate of growth of overall liquidity and primary money creation. 
In the light of the uncertainty associated with weather conditions, the fiscal 
outlook and the balance of payments outcome, there could be no relaxation on 
credit discipline. At the same time, since the rate of growth of industrial 
production was expected to show an improvement, credit policy had to ensure 
that working capital requirements for supporting the expected industrial 
growth would have to be provided for adequately. 


CSO: 4600/1036 
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ANALYST REPORTS CHINESE STAND ON BORDER TALKS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Sep 84 p 9 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Sept. 10--The current Chinese thinking, reflected by some 
casual, but significant observations, seems to be that a proper tone for a 
comprehensive political settlement of the Sino-Indian border problem could be 
set only at a summit meeting between top leaders of the two countries, after 
the ground has been carefully prepared through official-level talks on the 
principles and procedures for negotiating it. 


The Chinese leaders, who have indicated more than once that they are prepared 
to wait until India is ready to engage in such a dialogue, are ready to go 
through the motions of the present series of official-level talks, if only to 
keep up the continuity of these exchanges at regular intervals without any 
break in the sequence of these discussions. 


Limitations: But they are evidently quite conscious of the limitations of 
these official discussions which cannot be carried beyond a point without some 
parallel political efforts to elevate the level of the dialogue at an oppor- 
tune moment. It is for this reason that Beijing has been hinting in its own 
way about the need for a summit meeting after the elections in India. 


Useful format: The Indian side, on the other hand, has been attaching greater 
importance to the official talks in the earnest belief that these can serve as 
a useful format for crystallising the real issues involved in a comprehensive 
settlement without confusing the crux of the border problem by concentrating 
unduly on the principles to be applied or procedures to be following for 
settling it. 


The Indian and Chinese officials have run into difficulties in their attempts 
to determine the scope of these discussions because of their differing percep- 
tions of a comprehensive settlement in the wider context of normalisation of 
Sino-Indian relations. 


Credible distinction: The Chinese concept of a comprehensive settlement, 


based on their package proposal, is that they keep the territory that is al- 
ready in their possession, obtained through occupation or aggression, and give 
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up their claims to the area across the McMahon line which is not under their 
control at present. The Indian idea is that, in taking due note of the 
"legitimate" interests of both sides, a credible distinction has to be kept 
between the areas occupied by China before September, 1962, in assertion of 
its claims, and the territory acquired thereafter through military action, 
which means that there can be no settiement unless Beijing is prepared to give 
at least some of the territory in its possession. 


Colombo proposals: The two sides have net come to grips yet with this basic 
aspect of the border problem during the last four rounds of official-level 
discussions. The Indian suggestion for reverting to the Colombo proposals, as 
one way of starting off from the point at which the talks were broken off 
after the 1962 conflict, has been firmly rejected by China since it refuses to 
concede by implication the existence of any large difference between the 
Status of the area unilaterally occupied by it in Aksai Chin without India's 
knowledge and the territory subsequently conquered through military action. 


scope of settlement: There is a similar difference over the scope of a com- 
prehensive settlement, since China views it strictly in territorial terms for 
resolving the border dispute, while India would like all oustanding geopolit- 
ical issues relating to the nature of China's relationship with India's 
neighbours impinging on its national interests to be settled simultaneously as 
part of an overall agreement. The Chinese have so far refused to commit them- 
selves on the scope of such a broad settlement, since they probably want to 
retain this leverage to extract some more concessions in resolving the border 
dispute. 


CSO: 4600/1036 
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SIKH EXTREMISTS REPORTED ACTIVE IN NORWAY 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 17 Sep 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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Celo, Sept. 16 (PTI): The Indians 
in Norway are agitated as the 
country is fast becoming a new 
major centre of separatist Sikh 
activity. 

They see their,once quiet lives 
in a model welfare state with 
one of the highest standards of 
living in the world are now 
threatened by the stepped up 
activities of a small section of 
Sikhs. “ 

At the centre of this growing 
unrest is Mr Harinder Singh, 
who some time ago resigned as 
first secretary in Oslo Indian 
embassy, ostensibly as a protest 
against the Indian .Army action 


in the Golden Temple. He sought | 


litical asylum in Norway. 


Few are convinced that Mr 


Singh’s resignation was an angry 
and spontaneous reaction. Most 
see it as a well thought out move 
for which the developments in 
Punjab came in handy. 

They point out that Mr Singh 
has since not only become the 
virtual leader of the extremist 
group in this country but also a 
prominent figure at the interna- 
tional level. Some insist that | 
Ganga Singh Dhillon, a Sikh ex- 
tremist active in the United 
States, recently visited Oslo at 
the invitation of Mr Harinder 
Singh. 

Many in the Indian community 
see no chance of returning to 
their peaceful life as long as Mr 
Harinder Singh continues to live 
in this country, and wish that the 
Norwegian authorities would 
turn down his request for asylum 
and ask him to leave. 
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STUDY FORESEES COLLAPSE OF DEFENSE R & D 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 7 Sep 84 p 4 


[Article by Cecil Victor] 


[Text ] 


= is a monograph doing the 
rounds of Defence laboratories— 
compulsory reading when it was cir- 
culated early this year — which 
warns of an imminent collapse of the 
research and development system in 
the country. 

Prepared by Group Captain R 
Gopalaswami with the apparent 
blessings of the Scientific Adviser to 
the Defence Minister, it purports to be 
a private document but clearly delin- 
eates the path that could be officially 
endorsed, especially given the hor- 
rendous prediction of chgos that it 
has made. 

For one thing, it debunks all offi- 
cial claims that everything is hunky- 
dory in the Defenct Research and De- 
velopment Organisation (DRDO) by 
referring to “social tensions” in the 
laboratories. Yet, without analysing 
the cause and effect of these tensions, 
it builds a whole new edifice — to be 
called the Defence Research and De- 
velopment Agency — on the basis of 
“mutual adjustment as the prime co- 
ordinating mechanism”. 


There are other  thought- 
provoking passages in the monograph 
which have attracted criticism from 
within the Defence scientific com- 
munity. One of these is the obvious 
emphasis on “high technology” cou- 
pled with the ominous prediction 
that “old projects — termed ‘on-going 
schemes’—are scheduled to be 
wound up by end 1985”. 


The thought that immediately 
jumps to mind is: will these projects 
on which crores of rupees have been 
spent be completed by then or simply 
dumped on the altar of “competence 
building”? Merely objecting to a 
“high-tech” orientation in weaponry, 
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especially when the country imports, 
cyclically every dozen years or so, 
aircraft, tanks, missiles and other so- 
phisticated equipment, would be un- 
realistic, in my view. But “winding 
up” the on-going schemes is some- 
thing that we have, unfortunately, 
become adept at. 


Prime example: Indigenisation of 
a surface-to-air weapons system in 
which research and development 
was begun in 1971 and “wound up” in 
March 1982, after a tortuous journey, 
and much ambiguity on the part of 
the actual user, in this case the Air 
Force. 


On this sordid episode the Public 
Accounts Committee had this to say: 
“The Committee regrets to find that 
there was a lot of ambivalence on the 
part of the Air Headquarters with re- 
gard to the utility of Weapon System” 
‘A’. In January 1977, the Air Head- 
quarters took a decision to continue 
Weapon System ‘A’ up to 1990 and 
suggested either to extend the life of 
the existing Weapon System ‘A’ to 15 
or 20 years or to import 111 numbers 
of such weapon system before 
1980. 

“However, in. May 1979, even 
while the development of Weapon 
System ‘A’ was in progress, the Air 
Headquarters suggested that Weapon 
System ‘A’ should be phased out after 
its life expiry and replaced by a futur- 
istic weapon system in view of the 
following reasons: 

. “1, Weapon System ‘A* would not 
meet operation requirements of 
199:?s; 

“2. Compared to Weapon System 
‘B’, Weapon System ‘A’ was techno- 
logically an obsolete system, using 
technology of 1950s and was a very 








unwieldy system with lesser 
mobility; 

“3. The Air Force was committed 
to a large force of Weapon System ‘B’ 

which would be in operational serv- 
ice for a long time to come. 

“4. Cost of indigenous produc- 
tion of Weapon System ‘A’ was more 
than one-and-half times the import- 
ed cost of Weapon System ‘B’.” 

The PAC goes on to state: “De- 
spite such a bleak picture given 
about the future utility of Weapon 
System ‘A’ by Air Headquarters in 
May 1979, the Steering Committee 
again decided that its life be extend- 
ed by 5 to 7 years to keep it opera- 
tional till 1989. 

“Accordingly, the life extension 
programme was undertaken by the 
Air Force with the assistance of @ 
foreign country and completed at a 
cosi of about Rs 25 lakh. The Com- 
mittee would like to be informed of 
the detailed reasons for undertaking 
this extension programme when ac- 
cording to the Air Headquarters, 
there was no utility of this weapon 
system”. 

Such things have happened and 
are quite obviously designed to hap- 
pen again. 

An analysis of the “social ten- 
sions” mentioned by Group Captain 
Gopalaswami is also called for. 
There are two aspects to it: One is 
the tension generated by the civil- 
military personnel interface; the 
other is the recently introduced pro- 
motion system in Defence scientific 
establishments. i 

In the first case, though official 
circles vehemently deny it, there is 


in Defence laboratories a certain: 


amount of rivalry between civilian 
and military personnel with the for- 
mer somewhat chary about, the en- 
vious of, the service conditions of 
the latter. The tendency of “actual 
users”—the military—to denigrate 
and even reject out of hand the in- 
digenous research and development 
effort, adds to this. 

The new promotion: policy, ‘on 
the other hand, is akin in intent and 
purpose to the “deep selection” in- 
troduced in the Indian Air force in 
the late 70s with — similar 
demoralising effect on _ the 
personnel—which is the cause of 
the “social tension” mentioned by 
Group Captain Gopalaswami. 

This aspect was pooh-poohed by 
a very senior member of the Defence 
scientific establishment with the as- 
sertion that there have been no sui- 
cides as a result of the introduction 
of this policy (an allusion to such 
deaths in the IARI and the CSIR 
some time ago). Will awareness be 
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aroused only when someone kills 
himself? 

The author has said: “It is gener- 
ally believed that an organisation 
has only one way of functioningi.e., 
through the flow of formal authori- 


‘Yy, through a scalar chain in hierar- 


chy. Too rigid a belief of this nature, 
imprinted in the minds of a large 
number of people is one of the basic 
causes of much of the social tensions 
that " prevail ‘In ° most 
organisations.” 

He later goes on to talk about 
“deconditioning” the managerial 
mind and setting it free to enable 
work coordination. Also, “by using 
the Matrix structure, the 
Organisation avoids choosing one 
basis of grouping over another; in- 
stead, it chooses both. As a result, 
Matrix Structure sacrifices the prin- 
ciple of unity of command, and in- 
volves a sharing of authority be- 
tween product (i.e., project) 
managers and functional! 
‘Managers. 

“Dispensing with the principle of 
unity of command creates consider- - 
able stress and conflict and requires 
from its participants highly devel- 
oped inter-personal skills and toler- 
ance for.ambiguity. A Matrix 
Structure is no place for those in 
need of stability and security, be- 
cause people come under dual 
authority”. ° 

Thus “mutual adjustment” is the 
key to proposed “divisional profes- 
sional technocracy” and the main 
‘motivating factar for the change is 
threat of “balkanisation” created in 
part by the birth of several large in- 


‘tégrated ‘programmes and projects 


with .their -own = concepts. of 
organisation structure. 

These include the light Combat 
Aircraft Prdject and the Guided Mis- 
sile Programmes (which have to de- 
liver the first indigenously manu- 
factured missile in 1987). — 

Group’ Captain  Gopalaswami 
maintains that these new tasks and 
coordinating mechanisms are inter- 
acting with the old in the laborato- 
ries and headquarters and creating 
“in many, a sense of doubt about 
their efficacy”. 

“Balkanisation”, therefore, is a 
threat that confronts the nation as 4 
whole and the DRDO in particular. 
The strong pulls from laboratory di- 
rectors for autonomy has resulted in 
the creation of the Gas Turbine Re- 
search Establishment (involved in 
developing an engine for the LCA) 
and the Aeronautical Development! 
Establishment which grew out of 


~ the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 


The Ministry of Defence had 
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convinoed the nation that.the new 
arrangements were the best means 


‘of ‘achieving ‘self-sufficiency ih 
‘ high-tech equipment within a given 


time-frame. It is epparent now. that 
this is irksome to some in the 
establishment. 

- The -promise was-also held out 
that arrangements made over the 
years would take India into high- 
tech self-sufficiency with the cre- 
ation of our own weapons systems 
like tanks, missiles, aircraft and 
warships (the last of which toan ex- 
tent has been fulfilled). Now we are 
told by Group Captain Gopalaswamij 
what the whole Defence research 
and development structure “is on 


the edge of a cliff”.and if immediate 


remedial steps are not taken the na- 
tion would have lost the last oppor- 
tunity to close the gap in high- 
technology Defence systems. 

Whom does one believe — the 
official pronouncements by the 
Government or such private prog- 
nostications which clearly have 
blessings of the men at the top in 
Defence research and 
development? . 

Denigration appears to be the 
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basic tool for change in the Ministry 
of Defence. The present exercise isa 
systematic denigration of the whole 
structure of research and develop- 
ment. It could be that the person 
concerned is right and so his thesis 
must be examined carefully and a 
wide debate encouraged into all 
aspects. 

If he is proved right then Govern- 
ment must take action against those 
who were involved in setting up a 
structure that has brought the coun- 
try to the verge of perpetual depen- 
dence on foreign sources of 
weapons. 

_ It-is noticed that successive re- 

ports of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee bringing out the malpractices 
and irregularities in such mattets 
are either post-mortem reports that 
have come too late to bring the cul- 
prits to book or the culprits are now 
in such high places that they cannot 
be touched. It perpetuates ineffi- 
ciency and encourages those who 
know that they are not likely to be 
held accountable for their brain’ 
waves which have brought institu- 
tions like the DRDO and, therefore, 
the nation, to the “edge of the cliff”. 
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INDIA-PAKISTAN MILITARY BALANCE IN INDIA'S FAVOR 
Madras THE HINDU in English 8 Sep 84 p l 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Sept. 7--The Indian defence chiefs who are keeping a close 
eye on Pakistan's military capabilities are quite confident of dealing effec- 
tively with any threat that might be posed in the shape of a border skirmish 
or a major incursion in the wake of increased tensions in the sub-continent. 


The overall strategic balance, which is in India’s favour, is expected to tilt 
even more decisively to its advantage in the course of next year, when the 
Army, Navy and Air Force complete the first phase of their re-equipment 
programme. 


The three-to-two superiority on land will be augmented considerably by a two- 
to-one edge in air power and three-to-one margin in naval strength, which give 
India collectively an operational capability that is at least twice that of 
Pakistan. The Indian armed forces have also a marked advantage in mobility, 
fire power and logistical support, backed by a much better command structure 
for conducting combined operations simultaneously on different fronts in the 
event of an all-out conflict. 


Forus on army modernisation: It does not mean that Pakistan is not capable of 
launching surprise attacks in corps strength at two or three strategic points, 
but the fear of a devastating counter-attack by India at places of its choice 
acts as an effective deterrent to such adventurism. Nevertheless, the Indian 
defence chiefs have to take due note of such a possibility in deploying the 
country's armed forces so that they are not caught napping in times of renewed 
tensions in and around the sub-continent. 


Though public attention has been focussed largely on Pakistan" acquisition of 
F-l6s and India's efforts to match these super sophisticated aircraft with a 
combination of Mirage-2000s and MiG-29s, the real military effort on both 
sides has been directed at the expansion and modernisation of their land 
forces. 


Pak. army strength doubled: The Pakistan army which had only 12 divisions in 
1971 at the time of the Bangladesh conflict has almost doubled its strength to 
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21 divisions which include two armoured divisions besides several independent 
brigades. The strength of the Indian Army, too, has gone up from 23 to 3l 
divisions during this period with a corresponding increase in the number of 
its armoured units. 


But in terms of their deployment, the two armies are more or less evenly 
matched on the Kashmir, Punjab and Rajasthan borders with roughly 15 divisions 
on either side backed by several reserve divisions located at strategic points 
for quick reinforcement of any sector depending on operational requirements. 
The Pakistan Army has only two or three divisions along the entire stretch of 
the Afghan border extending from its North-West Frontier Province to Baluchi- 
stan, while India has as many as 12 mountain divisions more or less permanent- 
ly located on its northern border with Tibet. 


It is against this strategic background that India's defence chiefs have been 
debating the possible motivations of Pakistan in staging some incidents along 
the line of actual control in Jammu and Kashmir presumably to probe the degree 
of Indian preparedness to meet such provocations. But on the Punjab and 
Rajasthan borders there have not been any incident of this nature to cause 
serious concern on the Indian side. 


At the time of the military action in Punjab, as many as six infantry divi- 
sions, a total of some 80,000 troops, were brought in from different parts of 
the country without diverting any of the regular units deployed for border de- 
fence. The Government of India took the precaution of informing Pakistan in 
advance about these heavy troop movements to ensure that it did not mistake 
the purpose of this military action and react adversely by taking parallel 
steps on its side. 


Pak. advantage blunted: The Indian policy is is to do everything possible to 
avoid a clash or conflict with Pakistan while stepping up its own preparedness 
to cope with any threat that might be posed in the prevailing atmosphere of 
strained relations. This can be done only by preserving the margin of its 
superiority to serve as an effective deterrent to any adventurism by Pakistan. 


The weaponry that India has been obtaining from the Soviet Union and other 
sources has enabled the country to re-equip the three services with some of 
the latest arms to offset the advantage provided by the supply of highly 
sophisticated American military equipment to Pakistan. The Defence Secretary, 
Mr. S. K. Bhatnagar, is now on a visit to Moscow at the head of a high-power 
delegation to finalise the purchase of and manufacturing arrangements for some 
of the very latest Soviet weapon systems. 


CSO: 4600/1032 
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RAO NAMED NEW CHAIRMAN OF SPACE COMMISSION 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Sep 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Bangalore, Sept 10 (PTI)—Prof U R Rao, direc- 
tor of the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) Satellite Centre here, has been appoint- 
ed chairman of the Space Commission. 

He succeeds Prof. Satish Dhawan who re- 
lires on 30 September. 

One of the leading space scientists in the 
world. Prof. Rao became the ISRO director in 
1972 and the first Indian satellite, “Aryabhata” 
was designed, fabricated and launched in 1975 
under his guidance. 

The team under his leadership, had so far 
designed various rockets and satellites includ- 
ing the prestigious multipurpose satellite 
INSAT-1B. ; 

Prof Rao’s research interest varies over a 
wide range of subjects such as cosmic rays, 
inter-planetary physics, X-ray and gamma ray 
astronomy, solare physics and satellite 
technology. 

Born on 10 March 1932, Prof Rao, after grad- 
uation from Madras University and taking his 
M. Sc.. from the Banaras Hindu University 
joined the Physical Research Laboratory, 
Ahmedabad in 1954. 

After receiving his doctorate in 1960 on 
“studies in cosmic rays” under late Prof Vikram 
Sarabhai, Prox Rao joined the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology in 1961 to work on cosmic 
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ray modulation anda solar wind and its effects on 
the geomagnetic field. ) 

In 1963, he joined the then Southwest Centre 
for Advanced Studies, now known as the Uni- 
versity of Texas, at Dallas as an assistant profes- 
sor, where he continued his investigations on 
cosmic rays. . 

Later, at the Pksysical Research Laboratory, 
Ahmedabad, Prof Rao continued investigations 
in the field of cosmic rays. 

In view of Prof Rao's involvement in fabrica- 
tion and launching of various space craft, he 
was requested by Prof Vikram Sarabhai to 
organise the satellite systems division at the 
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Trivandrum in 
1970. When the ISRO satellite centre at Peenya, 
(Bangalore) was established in 1972, he became 
its director. 

Prof Rao has published nearly 208 scientific 
and technical papers in various journals of na- 
tional and international repute. 

He is member of the Indian National Com- 
mittee for Space Research and member of many 
other national and international 
organisations. | 

A recipient of awards from the NASA of the 
United States and the USSR Academy of Scienc- 
es for his work in space technology, Prof Rao 
was awarded the Padma Bhushah in 1976. 


INDIA 





INDIA 


PLAN PROVISIONS FOR SPACE PROGRAM REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Sep 84 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Sept. 10--The principal thrust of the space programme dur- 
ing the Seventh Plan period would be to accelerate its transition from compe- 
tence-building, useful demonstrations and experimental missions, to semi-oper- 
ational and operational systems aimed at self-reliance in space technology tor 
national development, it is learnt. 


This will include satellite communication for various national uses, satellite 
remote sensing for resources survey and management, environment monitoring and 
meteorological services, and development and putting into operation indigenous 
satellite and launch vehicles for providing these services. 


In addition, the foundation will be laid for the development of advanced space 
systems through detailed directed studies and research and development. 


It is claimed that already the national space effort is in transition from the 
competence-building experimental phase to the implementation of nation-wide 
Space services. 


A notable progress during the next Plan will be the development of a polar 
satellite launch vehicle with the capability of launching 600 kg class satel- 
lites into sum-synchronous polar orbits. With such a vehicle, India will be- 
come self-reliant in the field of launching remote sensing and meteorological 
satellites. 


According to the space profile for the 1980s, the first development flight of 
the PSLV should take place in 1986 with a proto remote sensing satellite as 
its payload. A second development flight of the PSLV should take place in 
1987, with a proper remote sensing satellite as payload. 


There will be a parallel programme to improve the present SLV-3, the augmented 
satellite launch vehicle, and using it regularly to iaunch 150 kg class satel- 
lites for scientific, technological and application purposes. 


Also on the cards are proto INSAT satellites, which will be test versions of 
the second generation INSAT, to test, demonstrate and prove indigenous designs 
of these spacecraft. These will be a major step towards enhancing 
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self-reliance in respect of the INSAT space segment, through indigenous 
development of operational geo-stationary space-craft for communications and 
meteorology. 


The objective is to eventually replace the foreign-procured INSAT spacecraft 
with indigenously designed, developed, tested and qualified operational satel- 
lites with a high reliability and long life. 


National user agencies of the INSAT system will be involved in defining serv- 
ice requirements of the proto-INSAT satellites. The proto-INSAT space segment 
would either comprise multi-purpose spacecraft like INSAT-1 or be a multiple- 
satellite system. 


With the current projections on the space programme, the first proto-INSAT 
spacecraft will probably be launched from abroad in 1986 by a procured 


launcher. 


Also scheduled is the launching of the INSAT-IC by an American space shuttle 
in 1989. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


HARYANA MINISTRY EXPANDED--CHANDIGARH, Sept. 14--Four Ministers and a Chief 
Parliamentary Secretary were sworn in Haryana today. The expansion of the 
Ministry had been due since May last year when some Ministers resigned or were 
dropped. The Chief Minister, Mr Bhajan Lal, said the Ministry would be ex- 
panded again. However, he did not give any date. The new Ministers are Mr 
Harpa[1] Singh (Agriculture and Wildlife Preservation), Mr Amar Singh (Public 
Works), Mr Piara Singh (Local Government and Housing), and Mrs Kartar Devi 
(Health and Ayurvedic). The first two have been given Cabinet rank, the other 
two are Ministers of State. Mr Roshan Lal Tiwari is the new Chief Parliamen- 
tary Secretary. With today's expansion the strength of the Ministry has 
increased to 18, with 10 Ministers and eight Ministers of State. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Sep 84 p 1] 


SEABED MINING ALLOTMENT--NEW DELHI, Sept. 8--India has an application pending 
before the Preparatory Commission of the International Seabed Authority, now 
meeting in Geneva, for the allotment of a "pioneer area'' in the Indian Ocean 
to this country for deep-seabed mining. But such allotment will take some 
time since it will be done only after the rules and procedures for the regis- 
tration of pioneer investors, including India, have been finalized by the com- 
mission. Meanwhile, the work of the Preparatory Commission is itself under a 
Shadow, following the signing of a mini-treaty on August 3 by eight countries 
-- Belgium, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Japan, the Nether- 
lands, the United Kingdom and the USA--covering mining sites on the Pacific 
floor. While Japan, France and the Netherlands have said that the treaty 
would not go against the U.N. convention on the Law of the Sea, there is an 
impression that it will clearly retard the following work being done by the 
Preparatory Commission. India, which has been recognized as a pioneer inves- 
tor, has, nevertheless, gone ahead with its programme for detailed survey and 
exploration of polymetallic nodule deposits covering a seabed area of over 3 
million sq-km. As a result of the survey, two mine sites of approximately 
150,000 sq-km each and of more or less equal commercial value have been iden- 
tified. It has also been possible to extract copper, nickel and cobalt from 
the polymetallic nodules on a laboratory scale, and the process is being up- 
graded. Research and development work on mining of nodules, including the 
related work on the collection of environmental data, would be accelerated 
after a mine site has been allocated to India by the Preparatory Commission. 
[Text] [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 9 Sep 84 p 7] 
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CPI-ML SPLIT--THE CPI (M-L) has apparently split into two factions with the 
announcement of the ousted leader, Mr Santosh Rana, that Mr Satya Narain 
Singh, general secretary of the Provisional Central Committee, CPI (M-L), has 
been expelled from the party for "his total departure from the path of Naxal- 
bari", gross violation of party discipline and for anti-party activities. Mr 
Rana told reporters in Calcutta on Tuesday that Mr Singh had always opposed 
the armed struggle of peasants against the zemindars and jotedars, which meant 
"total abandonment of the path of Naxalbari". He denied the charge that the 
Vaskar Nandi-Santosh Rana group had received "foreign imperialist money" for 
conducting relief work in Gopiballabpur. He said: "We have not received any 
money from foreign sources." He asserted that the allegation made against him 
and Mr Nandi by Mr Singh was nothing but an echo of the statement made by Mrs 
Gandhi in 1977 that foreign hands were behind the Naxalites and their move- 
ment. Replying to a question, Mr Rana said that his party would welcome any 
move that would bring all Opposition parties together, irrespective of their 
political ideologies, to oust Mrs Gandhi from power. [Text] [Calcutta THE 
STATESMAN in English 12 Sep 84 p 13] 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE DRAIN--NEW DELHI, Sept. 1LO--A study by the Association of 
Indian Engineering Industry suggests that the steel industry and manufacturing 
industries are "mismatched". The manufacturing industries are entirely depen- 
dent on the steel industry for their needs and the steel shortage in the past 
few years has led to "critical situations" and heavy imports. The study, on 
India's steel industry, says that there have been shortfalls in production 
from 1980 and total imports since then have been 7.6 million tons, leading to 
a substantial drain of foreign exchange resources. Exports have been inter- 
mittent, sometimes banned and allowed only when the internal situation allowed 
it. The study says that steel prices have been revised upwards to times since 
June 1980. The price increases have ranged between 42 per cent and 148.8 per 
cent. This underscores the impact of inflationary pressures on industry. 
Productivity in the steel industry is low. Each worker produces an average of 
56 ingot tons a year compared to 331.19 ingot tons in Japan, the country with 
the highest productivity in the world. The per capita steel consumption in 
India is a low 16 kg. Compared to 537 kg in Japan. The availability of steel 
reflects the level of industrialization and serves as an index of industrial 
production. The study points out the importance of steel for the entire gamut 
of industries and says that for every job in the steel plants, nearly 20 new 
jobs are created in steel-based manufacturing industries and others. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 Sep 84 p 13] 


AMBASSADOR TO FRG--New Delhi, Sept. 11 (UNI)--Mr Dileep Shankarrao Kamtekar, 
at present Indian high commissioner to Australia, has been appointed ambassa- 
dor to the Federal Republic of Germany. He succeeds Mr Ramchandra Dattraya 
Sathe. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 12 Sep 84 p 5] 


EXPORTS TO FRG--Bombay, Sept. 10--The high rate of growth of Indian exports to 
the Federal Republic of Germany, evident in the early months of 1984, contin- 
ued into mid-1984. During the first six months India's exports increased by 
24 per cent over the previous year. Indian imports from the FRG rose by 16 
percentage points and the total trade volume expanded by 19 per cent as com- 
pared to the first half of 1983. A press note of the Indo-German Chamber of 
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Commerce has noted that another striking development was increased Indian 
investments in the FRG during 1983 as compared to West German investments made 
in India: India invested DM 5.3 million in the FRG in 1983 (Rs 21.2 million), 
while FRG investment came to a mere DM 3.1 million (Rs 12.4 million). The FRG 
has made total investments in India to the tune of DM 214.4 million since 
1952. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 11 Sep 84 p 6] 


AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURE PLANS--London, Sept. 9--The Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) is unlikely to manufacture the Mirage 2000 under licence, for which it 
Sill has the option. The proposed cancellation of the manufacturing phase is 
understood to have been influenced by the fact that the Soviet Union has 
offered the MiG-29 to the Indian Air Force, and which in the long run may be 
produced by HAL. The MiG-27 is already under production in India. The Mirage 
2000 is a light combat aircraft and was delivered to the French Air Force last 
July. The first batch is scheduled to be delivered to the Indian Air Force 
this month, but due to the extensive orientation and training programme, the 
initial lot of 40 aircraft will not reach India until January. Soviet experts 
have claimed that the MiG-29 that they are offering to India has a better 
thrust-to-weight ratio and rate of turn than the F-16. [By Ashis Ray] [Text] 
[Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 10 Sep 84 p 5] 


AGREEMENT WITH MEXICO--NEW DELHI, Sept. 1l--India and Mexico have agreed to 
take concrete follow-up action on promoting tourism and cooperation in indus- 
try, science and technology and commerce at the just concluded meeting of 
their joint commission. Mr. K. Natwar Singh, Secretary (East), who led the 
Indian delegation to the meeting in Mexico, returned today. According to a 
spokesman of the External Affairs Ministry, eight Ministries of the Government 
of India were involved in the discussions. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in Eng- 
lish 12 Sep 84 p 6] 


YEN LOANS GRANTED--NEW DELHI, Sept. 11--Japan will extend three loans worth 
30,630 million Yen (about Rs. 127 crores) for development projects in India. 
The loans will cover the Bijaipur Fertilizer Plant, in Madhya Pradesh, the 
ammonium sulphate and caprolactum project in Kerala and a project to improve 
the telephone system in the main cities of India. An agreement for these 
loans extended by the Japanese Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund (OECF) was 
signed in Tokyo today by the Indian Ambassador to Japan, Mr. K.P.S. Menon and 
the President of M. T. Hoshmi. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Sep 84 
p 7] 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI REJECTS RELATIONS WITH U.S., ISRAEL, SOUTH AFRICA 
LD282033 Tehran IRNA in English 1842 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Tehran, 28 Oct (IRNA)--Imam Khomeyni said in a speech Sunday that 
the Islamic Republic should establish diplomatic relations with all countries 
with the exception of the United States, the Zionist regime and South Africa. 


The leader of the Islamic Revolution stressed that it was unreasonable and 
un-Islamic not to have relations with other governments and this thinkinp, "is 
a new plot, a very dangerous issue and precise satanicness." 


Iran would not re-establish diplomatic ties with the United States unless 
"it becomes human," ends its oppressive policies and stops interfering in the 
affairs of Lebanon and the Persian Gulf region. 


At the same time, Imam Khomeyni reaffirmed support for the oppressed and 
said the Islamic Republic wanted all the oppressed to overcome tyrants. 


In a meeting with Foreign Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati and Iranian diplomatic 
envoys to European and North and South American countries, the Imam said: 
"Just when the prophet (S.A.W.) [phrase showing respect] sent ambassadors 
here and there to establish ties in the early period of Islam, we cannot sit 
and say ‘what do we have to do with governments.'" 


"It is against reason and against Shari'a (Islamic law) and we have to have 
relations with all (countries). Of course there will be some exceptions, 
which right now we don't have relations with. [as received | 


“But to say we should not have relations with any government will not be ac- 
ceptable to any mind and any human being because it would mean defeat, de- 
struction and death till the very end. We must have relations with pfovern- 
ments and peoples.” 


"With these relations we could guide those (governments) which we can, 
and we would not be slapped in the face by those which we cannot guide. 
Therefore, I advise you to strengthen your relations and have contacts in 
whichever country you are.” 


However, Imam Khomeyni also said such relations should not be in the same 
nature as those which developed under the Qajar and Pahlavi kings. 
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"The gentlemen should be aware that relations should not be like those in the 
past. They were one-sided then: like a master and a servant.... 


“You remember that a British or American ambassador came here no one had the 
courage to utter even one word against their interests. 


“From the very beginning, you must make them understand that we don't want 
the kind of relations which existed under the shah. In fact we have special 
Islamic relations.... We don't want to be an oppressor nor accept oppres- 
sion.... 


“We want relations with all governments, that is friendly relations, not 
master-and-servant relations,’ the Imam said. 


While stressing the Iranian people would defend themselves firmly in the war 
‘till the very end," he said propaganda machines were trying to raise fears in 
Iran with Saddam Husayn's new long-range helicopters and war planes in order 
to force Iran to renew ties with the United States and stop its opposition to 
Saddam Husayn. 


But, Imam Khomeyni said, "We will be standing till the very end and will not 
establish relations with America, unless it becomes human and stops its op- 
pression and does not come to Lebanon from the other side of the world and 
does not extend its hand towards the Persian Gulf. 


"As long as America is like this and South Africa acts that way and Israel 
exists, we cannot live with them. Israel will never become human,’ he added. 
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IRAN 


EMIGRE PAPER SAYS WEST'S ‘COMPROMISE PROJECT’ WILL FAIL 
Paris NEHZAT in Persian No 75, 20 Sep 84 pp 1-3 


[Paris NEHZAT in Persian; biweekly organ of the Iran National Resistance 
Movement ] 


[Text] The presentation of the news of recent weeks together with signs 
and indications of the western world diplomacy, particularly their mass 
media and the press indicate that the West has finally resorted to a 
"compromise project’ in order to solve the problem called the Islamic 
Republic of Khomeyni. 


Apparently, all signs and indications imply that this project is based 

on the elimination of the idea of a serious entanglement with the Islamic 
Republic and forbearance toward the continuity of the regime on the one 
hand and its modification to a more bearable entity on the other. Here 
we ought to mention that the idea of enduring a moderate Islamic regime 
has not meant a change in the aggressive and harsh treatment of that 
regime toward the Iranian nation, opening the doors of the prisons, 
putting an end to the executions, turning over basic freedom to the 
Iranian nation or discarding the very principle of an antifreedom 
"theocratic rule." 


Not at all, the main objective in moderating the regime, particularly 

as fa as the very wishes and blatant actions of the regime in the 

region is concerned, is to put a stop to the export of an Islamic revolu- 
tion to other countries. Above all a solution to the war between Iran 
and Iraq, which seems to cause ever increasing anxiety in the western 
world toward the fate of the Persian Gulf and makes a friendship strategy 
with the Arabs precarious, is another reason. We should not forget that 
the complex issues of the Middle East concerning the conflicts between 
Israel and the Arabs, the Soviet Union's support of anti-Israeli 
inclinations of radical Arabs, the unsparing assistance of the Soviets 

to Iraq in the war with Iran, and the propensity of some of the more 
moderate Arab countries to expand their relations with the Soviet Union, 
bring about this anxiety and revive the thought of avoiding the 
possibility of instability in the region. Undoubtedly, a plan for the 
elimination of instability is in sharp contrast with a violent or harsh 
entanglement with the Islamic Republic. 
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In order to demonstrate how far from reality the afore-mentioned theory 

of modification of the present Islamic regime is, we include parts of 

an article by Dr Shireen T. Hunter, deputy director of the Middle East 
Program at the Georgetown University Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. Mrs Hunter writes: '"...the more moderate clerics favor a less 
belligerent foreign policy and a conservative economic policy emphasizing 
the more capitalistic side of Islam. The radicals support aggressive 
efforts to export the revolution and a more or less socialist economic 
system." 


Dr Hunter as regards 'the moderates’ adds: “Internally, the moderates 
enjoy the support of the powerful merchant class and segments of the 
religious middle classes. The moderates have checked the radicals' 
attempts to alter Iran's economic system drastically and have diminished 
the influence of the secular left, even dismantled the Communist Tudeh 
Party." 


However, according to Dr Hunter the moderates have been less influential 
in foreign policy, although they have been able to prevent Iran from 
forming close ties with the Soviet Union. But they have not been 
successful in ending the war between Iran and Iraq." 


Finally, Dr Hunter concludes that although the contest of conflicts 
between the two wings of the clerics (mullahs) is far from over, the 
political events offer an opportunity for the West go guide Iran toward 
moderation. It is clear that Dr Hunter's proposal is nothing but a 
"compromise project."' According to her, following the four conditions 
set forth in this article, this "project of compromise" is the most 
suitable solution for the West to escape the perplexing situation 
brought about by Khomeyni. 


Dr Hunter goes on to say: "The West must have no illusion that instability 
in Iran will produce a secular, pro-Western government. More likely, 
instability would result in the civil war and the disintegration of 

the country or in the establishment of a pro-Soviet, leftist regime. 

The West should at all costs avoid the destabilizing effects that would 
result if Iran were isolated economi:ally." 


Furthermore, she adds: "The only really feasible prospect with any 
appeal to the West is the gradual moderating of the existing regime... 
The West must be patient, it should make a commitment to Iran's 
territorial integrity and develop a broad range of political and economic 
contacts... There is little the West can do in the short run about 

what is happening inside Iran."" Dr Hunter's statements in relation to 
what we have pointed out in our introduction is so clear that there is 

no need for more analysis. But we must consider "what, if any, are the 
advantages of this proposal?" 
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We believe Fhomeyni's regime, which is more than anything else dependent 
on cleric elements, will in no way be able to transform its aggressive 
nature to one of a moderate and self-restrained regime. Neither will 

it ‘ver be able to biing about an harmonious concordance among the clerics. 
Since Khomeyni attainea the rein of power with a revolutionary fervor, 
his 29, ‘oach has beer s if-opinionated and terroristic, which is but 

the very nature of such individuals, plus his slogan with a world 
inclusive intent of religious fundamentalism which brought forth his 
true relentless self. Thus, this image of a man slayer and aggressor 
can never be disguised by some kind of a moderate or middle-of-the-road 
man. He has shown his true nature by resorting to such inhumane and 
cruel actions the moment he got hold of the rein of power. This is an 
experience which the West tries to forget and instead explain the logic 
of its compromise project. 


Furthermore, it should be known that the issue of a cleric is quite 
separate from that of Islam. A mullah (cleric) is God's greatest 
belligerent enemy, he is the worst mischief-maker on the face of the 
earth who is constantly in search of power under the pretext of judicial 
or religious cover. A mullah, in order to gratify his desire for rank, 
high position and power, is willing to terrify, rob, plunder and commit 
homicide. A mullah, besides following the role of the imam, when in 
search of power, wealth and position, will not stop at anything at all! 
Thus, if such an individual controls the rein fo power, one can never 
depend on his words and promises--this is a peculiarity with which only 
the nation of Iran is more familiar than any Islamist, sociologist or 
anthropologist! 


In addition, we believe that the people of Iran, especially taking into 
consideration their five years of hard experience, have more of a right 
than any other source to decide their fate and carry out their decisions 
the way they deem appropriate. 


The project of compromise is another mistake which, if carried out at 
all, will not only dull the shock of the past mistakes made by the 
West, but will add another dilemma to the many existing Gordian knots 
of Iran. 
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IRAN 


NABAVI: WAR HAS HAD POSITIVE, CONSTRUCTIVE EFFECT ON INDUSTRY 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 29 Sep 84 p 3 


[Text] As the fourth anniversary of te imposed war approaches, Eng Behzad 
Nabavi, minister of heavy industries, gave a press and radio-television 
conference last Thursday during War Week. Nabavi answered questions raised 
by domestic and foreign correspondents. 


According to the report by KEYHAN's economic correspondent, the minister of 
heavy industries, answering a reporter's question about the effect of the 

war on the production process, and whether the war has had a positive or 
negative effect on the Islamic republic's economy, said: The war nas had 

a positive effect on all economic affairs in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and 
heavy industry should not be considered an exception to this rule. 


Asked what role heavy industries had in the Iranian economy, Eng Behzad 
Nabavi replied: The heavy industries in the Islamic republic are affiliated 
ones just in the toddler stage. It must be said that heavy industry has not 
yet taken the form desired by the Islamic republic. Of course it should not 
be left unsaid that the current heavy industries have an important role in 

the Islamic republic's economy. As an example, the yearly level of production 
and sale of products from the governmental sector of heavy industries is about 
5 billion dollars. 


The minister of heavy industries then spoke about plans implemented in the 
heavy industries from the beginning of the Islamic revolution's victory, and 
said: In general, following the Islamic revolution's victory, and perhaps up 
to the end of the revolution's third year, the country's industry did not 
make much noticeable progress, due to the political stability [sic] arising 
from the revolution's transformations and the existence of agents of 
influence, even during the rule of the Islamic republic. But from 1982 
onwards, a movement of growth and expansion gradually began in the country's 
industries, including the heavy industries. 


In the first place, the general policy in the heavy industries is to change 
the existing state into the desired one, and as God willed, we have had 
success in this area. The level of production by production units has 
increased several times over what it was during the prerevolutionary years. 
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At the same time, there has been new investment in the country's heavy 
industries during the past two years. The investment during the current 

and coming years will gradually have results. The goal of this investment 
is to sever the dependencies of the heavy industries and to create new 
industries needed by production units producing machinery and the like, such 
as those building tractors and train cars, increasing automobile production, 
and investment to enable the complete construction of existing cars in the 
country. Nabavi added: Last year about 3,000 basic agreements were reached 
to create new units, and a large number of this type of unit will go into 
operation in the next two or three years. 


Concerning ratification of the Workers Councils Law, the minister of heavy 
industries said: After the victory of the Islamic revolution, the 
Revolution Council temporarily approved the Workers Councils Law. The 
Majlis is currently studying a new council law, and after its approval it 
will be implemented by production units. 


Questioned by a foreign correspondent concerning the construction of the 
Kheybar Bridge, the minister of heavy industries said: The Reconstruction 
Crusade did the design of the Kheybar Bridge, and the Revolution Guards 
turned over construction to the industries and the heavy industries. To 
construct this bridge, all together 13 factories in the heavy industries 
worked about 2 months in three shifts during inclement winter weather, and 
were able to deliver the bridges at the appointed time. 


At the end of the conference, the minister of heavy industries said: There 
are 7 production lines in the country's heavy industries which will be put 
into operation in the future. The inauguration of a new production line for 
road trailers with an eight-fold greater output on Thursday was a noteworthy, 
valuable event. God willing, it will generally free us from the importation 
of this equipment. In future months we will witness the start-up of a line 
producing several kinds of railroad cars, a truck production line (which will 
double the country's truck production capacity), and a bus construction unit. 
It is necessary to note that the inauguration of this line will double the 
country's bus production capacity next year. 
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OTL EXPORT, ‘PLOT FOR DESTROYING TANKERS [IN GULF DISCUSSED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 13 Oct 84 p 2 


[Text] The Majlis service of ETTELA'AT intends 
to interview chairman of a Majlis committee 
each time in order to better acquaint the 
people with the work and programs of various 
committees. 


To attain this goal, the first interview was 
held with Mr Seyyed Jalal Seyyedzadeh, the 
representative of the people of Bakhtaran and 
chairman of the petroleum committee, which 
follows in detail. 


Question: Please explain briefly the duties of the petroleum 
committee of the Majlis. 


Answer: In the name of God the compassionate and the merciful. 
Early in the first term of the Majlis, the petroleum committee 
was part of the committee on industries and mines. [In that 
committee, both problems regarding various industries and 
petroleum related issues were studied. 


Towards the end of the first term of the Majlis, the conclusion 
was reached that, due to the characteristics of the petroleum 
industry, the important facilities, the contractors, and the many 
sensitive and important issues connected with this major factor 
in the economy of the country, the petroleum committee should be 
separated with a vote by the Majlis and begin its work. [In the 
previous term, the petroleum committee paid attention to various 
issues. Among the duties and activities of the petroleum 
committee the Following can be enumerated: 


Studying the petroleum policy, in what direction and in 
accordance with what regulations it is operating, essentially 
what the petroleum industry and the important giant oil 
facilities should be, and what situation they are in at the 
present time. 
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One of the important issues that must be dis 
the petroleum committee is examining the con 
coooeration that the members of this committ 
authorities of the Ministry of Petroleum. 


Examining the work and the situation of the forces and 
supervision over approvals and rejections and seeking the 
necessary cooperation carried out by the petroleum committee 
regarding proposals, and offering ways to resolve the problems of 
the petroleum industry are also among the duties of this 
committee, 


Another duty of this committee, which is to enrich. the scientific 
and technical viewpoints, consists of visits the members of the 
committee must make, sometimes as a group and sometimes 
individually, to the oil facilities in order to observe the 
Situation with reyard to the quality of protection of these 
facilities, which is provided by the treasury--in fact, the whole 
of Iranian nation has a share in it--how these facilities are 
managed and what their output is. We consider these visits a 
part of the committee members' duties. Of course, we have 
enjoyed mutual coooeration in this regard. 


Thus far, we have invited experts group by group to the committee 
and have learned their views. And whenever necessary, we will 
continue these invitations. 


In addition, thus far, the bill for the continuation of the 
membership of the national gas company in the union of 
international gas societies has been ratified in this committee. 


Also, in the various sessions of the petroleum committee, various 
petrochemical issues, including the issues of the Iran and Japan 
petrochemical company, have been examined and although it has 
been postponed for a while, we hope that with the cooperation of 
the officials, essential steps are taken in the interest of the 
Iranian nation and we will be able to revise the contracts in an 
interesting way. 


The petroleum committee 15 always ready to accept proposals and 
letters as well as offer ways concerning weak and strong points. 
For this reason, we have been able to have sessions in which many 
of the officials who have a plan or a proposal, or, God forbid, 
see problems and critical weak points, are able to inform the 
Majlis of what they have to say through the committee. In this 
connection, various letters have come and among them, concerning 
the requests of the employees of the petroleum industry, certain 
decisions have been made. 


Since the most important petroleum issues in their political 
dimension are reflected abroad, and especially in order for the 





members of the committee to be informed about the OPEC 
Organization and its particular political situation, in the past 
term, some brothers from the committee participated in the 
meetings of the OPEC conference in Vienna and Geneva, upon the 
agreement of the Majlis. Also, in the opening ceremonies of the 
Venezuelan refinery, upon the invitation of that country, some 
representatives of the members of the committee accompanied the 
authorities of the Ministry of Petroleum. 


Ratification of the Petroleum Law 


Question: What is the major proposal or bill being discussed in 
the petroleum committee? 


Answer: In the beginning of its activities, the petroleum 
committee determined that the first essential step is to prepare 
the petroleum law. As you know, the petroleum law belongs to the 
time of the tyrant and was written a long time ago. It contains 
issues which are totally contrary to the spirit of [slam and the 
Constitution of the Islamic Republic. 


Hence, the First step that the petroleum committee took in the 
Majlis was to write the law in coordination with the experts and 
officials of the Ministry of Petroleum. In this manner, it first 
offered a two-starred priority plan, and the Majlis agreed to a 
one-starred priority and asked the Ministry of Petroleum to 
prepare a petroleum bill in accordance with the interests of the 
Iranian nation rising from the spirit of the Constitution and 
with consideration for profits within four months. 


The Ministry of Petroleum did so. Although, unfortunately, it 
took some time, the bill went through the government channels and 
Was announced to the Majlis. The Majlis placed it on the agenda 
of the Committee. After the preliminary studies and various 
contacts and investigations of sensitive and important issues, 
the committee reached the conclusion that a general revision was 
required to study the petroleum law. Finally, the Committee 
ratified the bill, which was put on the agenda of the Majlis for 
the first round of discussions. Because of certain requirements 
which the Ministry of Petroleum must respond to, it was asked 
that the petroleun bill be returned and this took place exactly 
in the last months of the First Majlis. 


After the second Majlis began its work, the same bill, with some 
minor changes and the signature of several representatives, was 
offered to the Majlis as a proposal by a number of the brothers, 
consisting mainly of the same members of the previous petroleum 
committee. The Majlis referred it again to the Committee and now 
the task of the Committee is to examine the proposal which has 
been offered by the representatives. 
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On the whole, with the ratification of this law, we will have a 
comprehensive definition of oil. What is oil in its natural 
Form; what are its problems and characteristics; are all the 
petroleum hydrocarbons called oil; and is coal included or 
excepted? We will have precise definitions about petroleum. In 
the petroleum law, the oil resources, the boundaries and borders 
of the o11 resources, and oil operations are defined. Most 
importantly, the management and the ownership of the oil 
resources, the limits of the authority of the Ministry of 
Petroleum, the quality of the contracts, and various issues 
concerning this essential source of our economy, which in fact 
plays an essential role in the quality of the development of our 
country, will also be clarified in accordance with this law. 


We hope that in a short period of time with various contacts with 
the officials of the Ministry of Petroleum and the related 
experts, we will be able to offer this law to the Majlis most 
fruitfully, so that the Majlis votes on the general points. 

Then, if there are any deficiencies, they will be studied in the 
second round of discussions again and ultimately offer a sweeping 
law to the government. 


Question: Except for the petroleum law, is there any other 
proposal or bill on the agenda of the Committee? 


Answer: At the present time, only the petroleum law is being 
studied and discussed in the Committee. 


The Consequences of Hitting 011 Tankers 


Question: How do you see the consequences and the goals of the 
conspiracy to destroy the oil tankers in the Persian Gulf? 


Answer: As you know, the superpowers do not stop at any trick or 
Gonspiracy to defeat our revolution. The conspiracy to destroy 
oil tankers in the Persian Gulf was also a conspiracy which, 
fortunately, failed. tTts signs were obvious from the very 
beginning. On the whole, if they were to continue this course 
with the political and strategic position of our army, the power 
that we are able to impose in the Strait of Hormuz, and most of 
Our political positions, which have been discussed in the 
newspapers and particularly through the Friday prayer sermons and 
the sermons of Mr Hashemi-Rafsanjani, the world has realized that 
our position in the Persian Gulf is a sensitive one and such a 
conspiracy can have consequences. With the ultimatums that our 
country has given, the direct responsibility for the consequences 
Will belong to those who carry out the conspiracies. 


We hope that we will have the necessary preparedness and 


coordination to confront other conspiracies carcied out against 
the Islamic Republic of [ran by the criminals. 
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Ultimately, there is no doubt concerning our victory in the 
political scene, including the military and oil dimensions. Our 
Oil exports are directly connected with the self-sacrifice of our 
combatants. Our nation witnesses that whenever our combatants 
are victorious, it has a direct effect on the world market and 
results in neutralizing the conspiracies of our enemies in the 
marketing of oil. 


We have many loyal customers for our oil, and in this respect, we 
Can say decisively that this conspiracy of "destroying oil 
tankers" has not benefitted them, but its negative results have 
been seen more in the mass media of the world and have exposed 
the faces of our enemies. 


Question: How do you evaluate the present situation of Iranian 
Oil exports? 


Answer: We are in any case happy that the level of export and 
quality of oil offered to the world are always in the hands of 
the authorities of the Islamic Republic. Fortunately, our oil is 
of a quality that the refining process in some of the refineries 
of the world is compatible only with our oil. In regards to the 
exports, sometimes we have ups and downs, but always we hope that 
the political quality of our country is clear in connection with 
oil. In the OPEC organization, we have a role and we will have a 
more effective role in every session. Of course, it requires 
time and various contacts in order to improve this role. But I 
believe we will never have a critical problem in exporting oil, 
because today we have the power to decide when and to whom we 
want to sell and what privileges we want to give under what 
circumstances. Of course, we should not forget our war 
Situation, because this is itself a main factor in our examining 
many problems. But in any case, we thank God that the quality of 
the oil is such that its control is in our hands, the revenues 
from which are spent on the oppressed people of Iran. 

Personally, I hope that with the export of non-petroleum goods 
and other resources and products, we will be able to gradually be 
free of this single product economy and to use oil as a weapon 
when necessary. 
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IRAN 


TEHRAN ARABIC COMMENTS ON CRISIS CONFRONTING OPEC 
GF290552 Tehran International Service in Arabic 1730 GMT 28 Oct 84 
[Unattributed commentary |} 


[Excerpts] From time to time oil-producing countries are subjected to a vio- 
lent shock and heated arguments develop between producing and consuming 
countries. As OPEC meetings are about to begin, the dispute among OPEC 
member countries is becoming more intense, and a price war will be fought 
again resulting in prices ending up at the figure plotted by imperialist 
countries which have exploited international oil markets. If we reexamine 
the oil-related events of last year, which culminated in the fixing of oil 
production at a maximum of 17.50 billion barrels a day and the basic price 
ot $29 a barrel, we find ourselves confronted with a well-studied plot aimed 
at reducing oil prices to their lowest possible levels. The reasons for 
contriving this plot have been to lighten the burden of the financial crisis 
of the oil-consuming countries. 


The economies of the capitalist countries were in their most difficult state 
last year because of iaflation, recession, and deficits in their balance of 
payments. This crisis pushed the plotters to contrive the continual remedy 
plan. They thought that the problem would be solved by reducing oil prices. 
At the same time, a U.S. administration official opined that oil prices will 
retura to their previous level of $15 a barrel prior to the intensification 

of the crisis in 1979. This speculation suggested that there are secret hands 
at work to keep oil prices at their nadir. If it had not been for the stands 
of some OPEC countries vis-a-vis these plots, prices would have dropped to the 
level designed by the planners of economic policies of international exploit- 
ing, companies. 


The economic problems of the capitalist countries made them aim their spear 
at the hearts of the oil-producing countries because they were under the il- 
lusion that oil-producing countries have within their reach the radical solu- 
tion to their major economic problems. ‘They have been attempting to imple- 
ment their plan for quite some time, aided by one of the OPEC countries. This 
plan has resulted in an oil glut in international markets to the extent of 
reaching fantastic levels, thereby enabling imperialist countries to resume 
the battle by firing only a single bullet, as happened last year and is hap- 
pening again today. 
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Because of this enormous international oil cilut which has been effected by 

the Saudi Government, the British Government, together with its EEC allies 
were able to score their first hit in this continuous war, which has been 
confronted by some of the OPEC countries in such a way that prices will not 
deteric-ate as planned by European and U.S. economic circles. The OPEC con- 
ference that will be held in Geneva is nothing but a simple attempt at achiev- 
ing a cease-fire in the oil war. 


The OPEC conference has two tasks to perform. The first task is to achieve 

a cease-fire, and the second task is to end the war by tackling it at its 
root. It is clear that the root of the problem of the oil war is the 
fantastic oil glut which enables oil companies to resume the war any time 

they wish. To limit this oil glut requires two steps to be taken. First. 

oil production must be reduced to the levels which will bring back equilibrium 
to the oil markets, and second, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia must be committed, 
via the imposition of strong measures, to reduce its oil production and keep a 
watch on its oil activities. Saudi Arabia is responsible, first and foremost, 
for this war because of its policy on oil production which has led to this oil 
glut in international markets. 


[It is still pursuing this policy which has been ascertained by accurate in- 
formation about well-informed sources, and which has revealed that Saudi 
Arabia has stored millions of tons of oil in chargered tankers. Any solu- 
tion that does not force the Saudi Government to abide by the OPEC rules will 
not be of any use. First and foremost, OPEC countries must have one voice and 
be united in principle to confront the war that can harm all because it will 
burn the greenery and the straw just like any other war. 
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IRAN 


MONTAZERI: OUR NATION HAS NO CHOICE BUT TO RESIST 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 29 Sep 84 p 2 


[Text] Qom--A group of about 500 Air Force Officers and warrant officers, 
accompanied by the Air Force commander and imam's representative, a group of 
students from the Army Ol Training Center, and the Islamic Societies of 
Tehran's hospitals and Semirom's teachers met with Ayatollah Al-Ozama 
Montazeri. 


In the meeting, he pointed to the coming of Moharram and the mourning period 
for His Eminence ‘Ali, and stated: Our fundamental goal, which we must not 
ignore, is having strong, firm bonds with His Eminence ‘Ali, the peace of 

God be on him. These days, which coincide with the martyrdom of that great 
man, are the best opportunity for us to strengthen our spiritual ties with 
holy man and to establish that great imam as our leader and model in all our 
daily affairs. I want to point out that His Eminence sacrificed himself, 

his companions and his beloved children to preserve Islam and the Koran in 
the path of God, and never considered his personal comfort or preservation. 
Instead he endured all those dangers for God and the survival of Islam, and 
in this regard he stressed: Although we were not alive then to answer when 
he asked "Who will help the father of ‘Abdullah Al-Hosseyn?", today that very 
same heavenly call of that holy man still lives, and Islam and the Koran are 
menaced by the world of blasphemy and the atheism of the East and West, and 
still require sacrifice and selflessness. He then pointed to the role of the 
Army and the Armed Forces in protecting the country and balancing society, 
and expressed his gratitude for the sacrifice of the Air Force in repelling 
the aggressions of blasphemy in the imposed war, and said: As the Koran 
says, it is the duty of all of us to strengthen the armed forces, and to 
equip them in every way against the enemies of Islam and the country who have 
the perpetural goal of attacking our sacred religious and national treasures. 
In the same regard he asked the country's officials to give increasing 
material and spiritual support to the innovative minds in all fields, 
particularly in the military industries and the Armed Forces, and to put the 
necessary resources at the disposal of this valuable, innovative sector 
without a lot of red-tape so that the Armed Forces can become independent in 
every way and defend Islam and the country in all circumstances. Then Grand 
Ayatollah Montazeri pointed to the letter addressed to King Oshtar by ‘Ali, 
the Prince of Peace, concerning the duties of military commanders towards the 
armed forces, and said: In this letter His Eminence mentions a great many 
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matters, including that of caring for the families of the armed combatants who 
are endangering their lives, studying the needs of the soldiers and encouraging 
the serving individuals without holding them under obligation, eliminating 

the weak points of people, and commanders refraining from arrogance towards 
their subordinates, and makes valuable recommendations. I recommend that 

the Armed Forces read this letter attentively. In regard to War Week and 

its spiritual effects, he stressed: I hope that this War Week will begin 

new movement and development in all affairs, particularly on the fronts of the 
imposed war. He added: From the start our nation was not a war-mongerer, and 
the enemies of Islam and the revolution imposed this war on us. But now that 
four years of aggression and war have passed, we have no choice but to stand 
and resist the plots of the enemies and attain final victory. God willing, 
trusting in Almighty God, we will succeed in this important matter. He 

then emphasized: We know that the Crusaders occupied Jerusalem for about 

100 years until the Muslims finally awoke, and through the efforts of a 
Kurdish Muslim hero named Saladin Ayubi, Jerusalem was liberated and given to 
its people. Now I give you the good news that according to the certain promise 
of the Koran concerning Zionism who are those aggressor, oppressor Jews, 

they will never see comfort, happiness, security or peace of mind, and that 
they will perpetually be subjected to the pressure and blows of others. We 
observe this Koranic truth today in occupied Palestine and oppressed Lebanon, 
how the oppressed Muslims of these regions have broken the sleep of comfort 
and security of that aggressor, blood-thirsty race and are constantly striking 
them. Thus, God willing, with a general mobilization and uprising of the 
Muslims, Jerusalem will once again be liberated from the Zionist occupiers, 
and the oppressed Palestinian nation will return to their homes. 
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IRAN 


LMIGRE PAPER REPCKiS ON TEHRAN DEMONSTRATION 
GF?81303 London KEYHAN in Persian 25 Oct 84 pl 


[Text] Following the 60,000-strong demonstrations of Amjadiyeh and the de- 
struction of the stadium's facilities by fire, there is a rumor circulating 
that a group of ordinary people have been arrested in addition to the foot- 
ball oificials. The Tehran youth, in an opportune moment, very clearly 
showed their hatred for the regime and its agents. On the afternoon of 
Tuesday, 9 October, a football match was to take place between the Perspolis 
and Pars teams. This was the first match after many years of both teams who 
were banned from competition. As a result close to 100,000 people arrived at 
Amjadiyeh Stadium to attend an exciting match. Since they were deprived of 
many other wholesome activities, this is almost the sole source of amusement 
for Iranian youth. Unfortunately, the prime minister, Musavi, recently ques- 
tioned this and remarked that he does not consider football matches on tele- 
vision as part of the political-athletic policy of the government. 


When the massive crowd reached the ticket offices, it became apparent that 
the tickets had been taken earlier by Hezbollahis and sold in the black 
market for 400 tumans. Naturally, the youth without money were unable to 

pay such exorbitant prices and as a result thousands stood outside the gates. 
The first match was between Bank Melli and Oil Company teams but the specta- 
tors were not very interested. The main match was to start at 1/00. By 1600 
there were no more tickets available and the ticket office had closed. The 
people waiting were getting more and more fed up and angry with each hour. 
Under these circumstances, the car of a well-known important figure of the 
regime arrived. The angry crowd suddenly broke through the gate and thousands 
of youth, angry at the officials and the regime, entered the stadium and the 
field. chanting and shouting. Following the breaking of the gate the crowd 
started to gradually break the fences and other gates and finally there was 

a crowd ot about 30,000 to 40,000 people in the stadium without tickets. 
There was no place to sit and people were everywhere. The press of the crowd 
broke the wire meshing that separates the field from the stands and people 
began sitting on the tield itself. This resulted in the obstruction of the 
Bank Melli-Oil Company match. by the end of the first match, the crowd was 
waiting the second match while chanting rather hot slogans against the Tehran 
Football Commission. The head of the conmission, Janfada, was directly at- 
tacked. The public address system suddenly announced that the Perspolis-Pars 
match would be held in the 100,000-seat stadium on Friday and admission would 











be free. There was a moment of silence and then a thunderous roar came from 
the crowd of over /0,000. This was the start of the 9 October uprising of the 
aagry youth. The youth said nothing but chants of "Death to the Football 
Commission" and gradually ‘Death to the regime of mullahs," ‘Death to 
Khomeyni' and hundreds of other ‘death to’ chants to show their hatred for 
the decision by the Football Commission. ‘the stone-throwing and breaking of 
windows started at this time. A pyroup of spectators in the southern part of 
the stadium set jumping mats on tire, and this encouraged the crowd to more 
chants which were getting political and against the regime. The crowd then 
rushed toward the gates and part of the crowd which did not wish to contront 
he guns of the guards left the scene. About this time the suards arrived 
and dispersed the crowd with heavy guntire. As a result, hundreds of people 
were wounded either by bullets or vecause of the crowd. but nobody was pre- 
pared to go to hospitals. The number oi dead are reported to be between 4 
and 12 people, but no government organization has officially announced 
this. 


Thus, the demonstration entered the streets. It was heaviest in Shah and 
Ceemetri Avenues. Just like tiic 5 August demonstrations last year, the rerime 
ofticials have kept silent on the event and the number of demonstrators. At 
first they claimed that the demonstrations were not spontaneous and attributed 
it to the "poisonous atmosphere’ and ‘instigaations of the influential sports 
circles in recent months’ as well as a ‘lack of attention by law entorcement 
officials’ which has allowed rufifians and opportunists to act. ‘Thereafter 
they issued a warrant for the arrest of the head of Tehran Yootball Commis- 
Sion, Janfada, who is free on bail awaiting his trial. 


informed sources state that the agents of the regime are still working to 
arrest ‘responsible figures’ and ‘pseudo-spectators' according to their own 
Statements but that such events have happened before and will continue to 
occur. The people are waiting for opportunities to show their oppositicn to 
the regime and this is why the rerime wants to stop football and why they 
advocate dropping it and turning to traditional sports, such as wrestling 
and track and tield, and have branded tootball a foreign sport. 
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Text] The executive director of the Defense Industries Organization [DIO], 
in interview with KEYHAN said: ''The pious and responsible personnel 

1¢ the defense industries in seven industrial fields including armament, 

l les, and 

research and expansion division are busy conducting related activities. 


ectronics, communications, aeronautics, missil 
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He went on to say: Following the economic boycott, preparation of 
immunition and light and heavy war materiel was too difficult and at times 
impossible. However, during the four years of the imposed war this 
organization has been able to secur e quantity of the combatants 
requirements. So far, for instance, we e reached a production figure of 
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nearly 1,450 American expert involved. Atter the victory of the Islamic S 








revolution and following the economic boycott, this organization had to 

bear considerable pressures. However, the dear personnel of this organiza- 
tion and our capable engineers and officers were able to manufacture a large 
quantity of spare parts for helicopters and F-4, F-5, and F-14 fighter planes, 


which is a great honor for the Islamic Republic. 


In a similar fashion, some of the industries which were ieft half-finished 
by foreign contractors have started operation, while many other projects are 
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under consideration for completion and will be put into operation in the 
future." 


. wx a . — 1. ei 1 ~ — : = oo f . pat on — 
Regarding self-sufficiency he stated: At the present time, a considerable 
hi 
i 


amount of supply needs of our war fronts are being secured by this 


1 


. - - . : 1 L tak a : y ; “OW y . ‘- , ~ , rr TY y 
organization whereby, with the unsparing assistance of the government, we 


°714 iad PA, eee PP eee ee ’ ae = r= es — 

will reach self-sufficiency one hundred perc ent and eliminate our dependence 
f p [ON . : ~ y NKAOYrAMmMIAINGA = — lear -_ . 4 Ams : mo ’ a | 

Oll iorelen countries. In Drovrammlnye tne } roduction oO} SOLIS Ltems > Wwe W1 1] 
a aii a ec ee ye eee yee rail eS a ee! on + ee 

be able to export mil ltary equipment Co some ppressed MuSiim countries 

annaAvealtnun tha awnn amt ind ' -£ eh Fol am D wan 2 4 rATTOrNmMoe? " 

according to tne export pOoilci1leS Of tne isiaml¢ nRepudil¢ vernmentct. 


° | . 1 2 a f 1} T\ T Smart } ANTON - ina 
In conclusion, the executive director o the VLU invited inventors an 


; ‘U7 “oO + + r ‘ 3 +} h Lom . { ] lar : ’ nr } 7 
innovators to cooperate with the members ort the divisilol Ln narege 
Arcot _ . rXD } — [An ‘ } + ror m+ 4 y } - nt ae a £ : 
researcn INQul_ry ana @€xXpansion Ol the aiUit OTIC LOLeEU blk iAZaAC I il « 
, 
12719 
CSO 1640/45 








TRAN 


EMIGRE PAPER URGES 'TO BREAK SILENCE' 
London KEYHAN in Persian 11 Oct 84 pp l, 16 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] There is a famous saying that silence is the sign of consent. But 
if we put this cliched concept of the word aside, we see that silence can be 
a lot of other things as well. 


For instance silence can be the sign of wanting to avoid entanglement with 
fools whose responses we all know. 

At the same time silence can be a web of conspiracy against an individual, 
a group, an idea, or a goal. 

In other words, silence can be the sign of uneasy conscience, intellect 

or treason. 


In previous Iran, silence played many a role. On one hand it was a curtain 
behind which occurred things which should not have. On the other hand, it 
was a dark landslide which would come down upon the achievements of two 
eenerations, hiding them from the sight of friend and foe. Silence was one 
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With the start of the revolutionary process, the silence was broken and 
Iranian society, which was a society f whispers and mutterings, suddenly 
turned int 1 society f ear-splittin houts ming out of insincere 
trumpets. 

The ayatollah sat under an apple tree and said: They have turned Iran into 
a graveyard, they closed ‘hoo] ind universities, they have destroyed 


agriculture, they have inked Iran with foreigners, they have not let one 
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they responded, their dishevelled past would come under scrutiny. In the 
case of yet others, silence was the usual reaction to fools about which we 
spoke earlier. But the vast majority who should not have been silent, were 
so merely because of a lack of leadership and political experience. The 
theater-like funeral processions they would arrange were in reality 
preliminary rehearsals for the big of the body of the Iranian nation. All 
those who should not have been silent kept mum and continue to watch the 
spectacle. 


Has not the time come yet when the seal of silence should be lifted from 
some lips? Is it that our people are condemned always to hear one side of 
any issue, and that as a vanquished? Must a society which was the result of 
two generations of thought and labor, come to be considered either "paradise' 
or "hell''? Must the achievements of two generations of Iranians--tens of 
thousands of schools and colleges, tens of thousands of kilometers of roads 
and railroads, ever-increasing industrial output, the creation of an 
educational process truly unsurpassed in the Third World and a gradual but 
quick exit from the age of darkness--be taken as the gift of the gods. Or, 
on the contrary, everyone was honest and virtuous except one? Is one to 
understand that in the society, which became a sacrifice to the revolution, 
not one good poem was written, not one sore was treated, not one tree grew, 
not an inch of land was developed, not even one child became literate? Is 
one to believe that millions of workers, farmers, white-collar workers, 
engineers, experts, doctors, teachers, professors, tradesmen, writers, poets, 
artists, etc, were all thieves, corrupt and torturers? 


Are there not persons among these who must rise from among society and, 
accepting their full social and individual responsibilities, speak out? 


Who must come out and say that Iran's agriculture had defects but contrary 
to claims by Khomeyni, it was also in the process of development? 


Who is it that must say that our education, training and research had a 
thousand problems but was a thousand times better than those they have 
imposed upon us today? 


Who should break the silence and show how they are putting the axe to the 
roots of industry in Iran by means of a lie reg .rding ‘an industry of 
assembly plants'? 


Everyone must accept his own individual responsibilities and defend his 
work. The shirking of responsibility from one's self is tantamount to 
shirking the first requirement of decency. 


They say Cyrus the Great opened up Babylon or that Mohammad Khan, the 
Qajar, carried out a mass slaughter in Tbilisi? Did they do so alone? Did 
not the king have helpers? Where are they? Why do not they break the 
silence? Why do not they step forward, accept all their responsibilties 
and explain and excuse what they have done? 
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Why do not they tell the make-up experts of yesteryear's despotism as well 
as those of Zahak-type tyranny of today: Enough of lies! Let this nation 
get a correct picture of its past and present in order that it may build 
the future. 


Silence is no longer possible today because one cannot be satisfied with 
what is happening in Iran. 


Silence is no longer possible today because the fools who have taken 
over the rein of government are setting the country to the torch and 
preparing its destruction under the banner of ‘Islamic nation’. 


If there is not any uneasiness of conscience, if there is nothing to hide, if 
there is nothing to fear in case of an accounting, one cannot and must not 
remain silent. 


Ladies! Gentlemen! If the ayatollah's comments about you were correct, 

the least requirement of fairness, justice and humanity would be for you to 
step forward and say: Yes, we were what they said we were and not what we 
showed ourselves to be. We do not expect you to cut your vein as Fabious did 
with the approach of the Berber hordes but the least we expect is that you 
write out your supplication for forgiveness. 


But if what the ayatollah has said and is saying and will say till the end 
is, as is clear to us, a sea of lies interspersed with drops of truth, it is 
the responsibility of each and everyone of you to step into the arena and 
help tear off the mask of the big liar. 


Do not fear light and sound, discussion and give-and-take, comparison and 
argument. These are not the enemies of our nation. The enemy of our nation 
is darkness and silence, flattery, wheeler dealing and compromise. 


Today silence can also be the sign of something else: indifference to the 
destiny of a nation as a whole. 
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IRAN 


MONTAZERI: WE NEED TO ADDRESS PROBLEMS OF UNIVERSITIES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 26 Sep 84 p 22 


[Excerpts] Qom- A seminar was held in the office of His Excellency the Grand 
Ayatollah Montazeri composed of this representatives in the universities 
throughout the country along with the participation of Ayatollah Mohammadi 
Gilani, in charge of the central office, and Dr Ahmadi, spokesman of the 
Cultural Revolution Headquarters [CRHQ], 


After reading a few verses from the glorious Koran, a report on the work of 
the central office was presented in this seminar first. The representatives 
then set forth their problems and difficulties which concern an increasingly 
active role for the central office and their wider supervision regarding 
islamization of the universities’ atmosphere. Recognition, selection and 
introduction of scholars of Islamic teachings and confirmation of their 
competence by the central office also was set forth and some necessary 
decisions were made. 


Furthermore, at this seminar Hojjat ol-Eslam Kheyri was intrceduced as deputy 
chief of the central office. After due confirmation by His Excellency the 
Grand Ayatollah Montazeri, he was installed in this post and began his duties. 
During this seminar other subjects were also discussed such as closer 
attention by the Cultural Revolution Headquarters and the Ministry of 

Science and Higher Education to the role of the clerics in charge of 
augmenting the educational level of the universitites and granting them 
more freedom to carry out their duties. In addition, closer cooperation and 
concordance of the representatives’ offices with the Cultural Revolution 
Headquarters and the Ministry of Science was set forth and other decisions 
were made. Thereafter, Messrs Mohammadi Gilani and Dr Ahmadi explained in 
detail some issues concerning the central office of the CRHQ and gave 

proper explanation to the questions of the representatives. 


Our Universities are Guarantors for Science and Iudustry in Society: 


During this meeting His Excellency the Grand Ayatollah Montazeri, after 
expressing his gratitude and thanks to the representatives who have accepted 
such an important responsibility and who, in spite of all the shortcomings 
and drawbacks, continue with their work said: "There is no doubt that the 
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future of our country is in the hands of our universities, because today's 
wor!d is based on science and industry and it is the universities which are 
guarantors of science and industry in the society. Therefore, on this basis, 
special attention should be given to the problems of universities, their 
future and the youth who will be responsible for the administration of the 
country and the revolution." 


Furthermore, he stated: 'We who say that our revolution is an Islamic one 
and at the same time are trying to change the previous status and the 

un ~“slamic conditions of the universities ought to be aware of the fact 

that in a special field you have to trust the job to the experts. Likewise, 
in the matter of Islamization of the universities, in the formation of 
Islamic education classes and in the teaching of issues of religious 
principles, you have to trust the job to the proper experts. In this field 
there are only the true clerics who, after several years of labor and 

Study, can be trusted with this momentcus responsibility. Therefore, if we 
are going to be optimistic about the future of our universities and make sure 
that our universities in the future will be in the service of Islam, the 
revolution, and the people, and that the graduates and various specialists 
who come out of there will be faithful to the Islamic revolution and their 
country (unlike the past where we had some experts who were out of touch 

with the people and their country), we have no choice but to fortify the 
foundation of the articles of faith and the Islamic belief of our dear youth. 
We have to make them completely familiar with the revolution and genuine 
Islamic teachings. Under present conditions this responsibility falls on 

the true clerics and the honorable and responsible authorities of the 

country should also pay close attention to this fact." 


The Purpose of Dispatching Representatives to Universities Is to Help 
Islamisize the Universities: 


His Excellency added: "From the first day that the CRHQ asked me to send 
representatives to the universities for this purpose, my personal view was 
that this momentous job ought to be done by the imam of the oppressed, 

that he personally should assign some representatives to the universities 
in order to lift the level of Islamic education and revolution in the 
universities. The great imam emphasized that our aim in dispatching 
representatives to the universities was not only a formality; for instance, 
sending a clergy toauniversity in order to announce the days on which a 
certain Imam died, or announce on which day of the year an Islamic festival 
falls, or lead a congregational prayer! The main purpose on which the CRHQ 
insisted and I was also in agreement with them was the islamization of the 
atmosphere of the universities in every possible way and the uplifting of 
the level of revolutionary and religious teachings and solidifying the 

very foundation of Islamic education of the young students. 


Our Brothers Who Have Accepted the Responsibility of This Job, Should Not 
Present Matters as Mere Slogans: 


His Excellency went on to emphasize: "Our brothers who have accepted this 


responsibility must prepare themselves to reach the goals in every way 





possible. They should not try to present matters in the form of a motto, 
instead the points should be made following the methodical Islamic teachings. 
God willing, this will help increase the level of education of the youth." 
The Grand Ayatollah Montazeri as regards dealing with possitjle deviations 

and infractions stated: "What comprises the lawful duties of the gentlemen 
is the same thing which a true cleric should do as far as his responsibility 
calls for. Your responsibilities concerning blunders or possible deviation 
(by the students) is not through direct interference, but rather through 
talking with the responsible authorities of the universities, the Ministry 

of Science, and the CRHQ. The gentlemen themselves should never get involved, 
since it is the duty of the responsible authorities, who should interfere in 
such matters directly. In this respect he also asked the representatives to 
be adamant against difficulties and never leave the scene. The Grand 
Ayatollah Montazeri also pointed out: "The Great prophet of Islam Mohammad 
and our Imams never showed signs of weakness when faced with difficulties. 
Therefore, any representative who accepts responsibility should be willing 

to spend time and work on it, and if he feels in any way that he is not up to 
certain responsibilities he should relieve himself of such duties and let 
others carry on the job." 


I have Repeated this Fact many Times: Not To Go to Extremes in any one 
Situation. 


The Grand Ayatollah Montazeri in regard to refraining from raising difficul- 
ties when admitting students to universities stated: "I have mentioned on 
many occasions that one should abstain from going to extremes and try not to 
be too selective in admitting students to universities. In the same way in 
the matter of students’ admission, there is no room for negligence and 
carelessness, likewise, no time should be wasted on the matter of selection 
or fiddling with someone's background and so forth. If we find out that 
these people are intent on learning and are willing to serve and that they 
have no intention of plotting against the Islamic Republic or making any 
anti-Islamic or counterrevolutionary moves in the universities or elsewhere, 
we should give them a chance. The prosecutors and the authorities in charge 
of admission also should bear this fact in mind and be quite wary about 

the consequences of harsh dealings." 


Regarding the same subject he added: "Those who have been in prison for one 
reason or another, but are free now and have been granted amnesty should not 
be deprived of going to school or serving in other posts." 


The Grand Ayatollah Montazeri also pointed out: "Of course highly sensitive 
posts should not be trusted to those persons wlio have been granted amnesty; 
however, if someone is a doctor, an engineer, < student or something else and 
he has decided that he wants to serve or teach or go to school, the honorable 
authorities of the country should give these people a chance, otherwise, 
these people will be like a paralized and handicapped member of the society 
and will add another problem of our existing ones." 
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IRAN 


TRP ORGANS "MILUTARY SOLUTLON ONLY WAY' 'TO COPE WITH ISRAEL 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 20 Oct 84 pp l, 12 
[Text] Tn the name of God the compassionate and the merciful. 


Last Thursday evening, two incidents occurred simultaneously 
Which were both instructive. The first incident was Denmark's 
proposal to suspend the proposal of the Islamic Republic 
concerning the expulsion from the United Nations of the Zionist 
regime which usurps Palestine. With this, once more, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran was confronted with the disruptions of global 
oppression on the scene of political struggle against the regime 
occupying Jerusalem. The second incident was the military 
operations of the armed forces of Islam on the (Meymak) front 
against the defeated Ba'thist army of [rag, which was carried out 
successfully. Once more the television screens of the Islamic 
Republic displayed the abjectness of the functionaries of global 
oppression who were taken prisoner by the proud army of Islam. 
This important event created joy and enthusiasm in the hearts of 
the faithful and gave new strength to the realistic slogan of, 
"Pight, fight to victory." 


The lesson of the first incident is that although political 
struggle is necessary, it is not enough. The lesson of the 
second incident is that in today's world, there is no other way 
but military action to sever the hands of the plunderers, wring 
the necks of the aggressors and prevent their further aggression. 
Tf the authorities of the Islamic Republic had submitted to the 
seemingly well-meaning proposals of the international assemblies 
and sat at the negotiating table with Saddam, the Ba'thist 
functionaries would certainly not have been driven away from the 
borders. It was the strength c he steps of the Islamic 
combatants which was able to c! le the enemy, break down its 
combative power, and put it on the defensive. 


The experiences of Palestine, both those of the political 
struggles of the Palestinian groups and those carried out thus 
far by the Islamic Republic of Iran to retrieve the rights of the 
Palestinians and eliminate the occupying regime of Jerusalem, 
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Show the reality that the Zionists will not submit to any logic 
but military logic. This does not mean that political struggles 
must be disregarded. It shows the correctness of the view that 
political struggles are by no means sufficient, given the present 
conditions of the world, and what can solve the problem is 
certainly military struggle. 


As long as the United Nations is subjected to the veto power and 
political cliques, it will never be able to make decisions in the 
interest of nations. Therefore, the logic that we have always 
stated and now emphasize more than ever before, that the United 
Nations is a tool in the hands of global oppression, must be 
understood and comprehensible to everyone. The General Assembly 
of the United Nations has never intended to discuss or 
investigate the nature of the usurping Zionist regime which 
occupies Palestine nor the rationale of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran concerning its illegitimacy. On the contrary, it has always 
welcomed proposals to suspend such discussions and has sought a 
way out of them. This shows very well that global oppression is 
even afraid of discussions concerning the nature of the Zionist 
regime which occupies Palestine. What could be a clearer sign to 
question the nature of the United Nations itself? 


Meanwhile, a few points must be contemplated and mentioned. 


First, considering the affirmative vote of the pro-American 
regime governing Egypt for the proposal of Denmark regarding the 
suspendion of the proposal for the expulsion of Tsrael from the 
United Nations, the legitimacy of the action of the organization 
of the Islamic conference concerning the readmission of Egypt as 
a member, the reestablishment of political relations by Arab 
countries, and the continuation of relations by Islamic countries 
with this regime are subject to questioning more than ever 
before. 


The second point is that with his abstention in the vote on this 
proposal, Saddam has in fact voted negatively for this proposal 
to expel [srael from the United Nations. Once again, this 
exposes the Zionist nature of the Baghdad reyime. The absence of 
the representative of the Jordan regime also indicates the 
uneasiness of King Hoseyn with the proposal for the expulsion 
from the United Nations of the Zionist regime. All this shows 
very well to what extent Saddam, King Hoseyn, and Mubarak are 
prepared to compromise the honor of the Muslim nations of Iraq, 
Jordan, and Egypt for the existence of the occupiers of 
Jerusalen,. 


The third point is that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Isiamic Republic of Iran must not pass by indifferently the 
v4 4 
4 > Friends of the Zionists in order to prevent 


disruptions of 
the success of the proposal for the expulsion from the United 
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Nations of the ies Palestine. Denmark 
qust pay the compensation for its conspi_iacy and the other 
countries that have acted as t fingertips of the United States 
in this reyard must all be reprimanded verbally and in action by 
the Islamic Republic of Iran proportionate to the efforts they 
have made for the illegitimate survival of Israel in the United 


ZLOonist regime which oce 


21. 


Nations. 


The last point is addressed to the proud combatants of Islam. 
must Know that the conquest of 


You, borave defenders of Islam, 
As our 


Jerusalem will not occur before the conquest of Karbala. 
beloved imam has said, the road to Jerusalem goes through 
Karbala. Hence, increase your efforts and be prepared fora 


destiny-making battle which will snuff out the life of both the 


Ba'thist-Zionist regime governing Iraq and the Zionist regime 
usurping Palestine. 
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IRAN OPPOSITION PAPER COMMENTS ON WAR 
GF301830 London KEYHUAN in Persian 25 Oct 84 p 1 
[Mahmud Hoseyni commentary: ‘Three Roads in Front of Iran"'] 


[Text] After close to 6 montis of sporadic fighting, Iran and Iraq are 
again facing each other in relatively important battles. Even if we drop 
the traditional boasts of the warring parties we can still say that the 
battle that took place in mid-October was very bloody and with heavy losses. 
In Tehran the supporters ot three different and even opposing strategies are 
still busy fighting each other. The mullahs are still waitins for the | great 
Shi'ite uprising" in southern Iraq and because of this, they insist that the 
heaviest pressure by Iran should be put against Basra. Ayatollah [title as 
printed] Hashemi-Rafsanjani still imagines that a "few strong blows" by Iran 
can instigate a national uprising against the unpopular regime of Saddam 
llusayn among the Shi-ites who form the majority of Iraq's population. 


The second strategy which is supported by the majority of armed torces com- 
manders advocates a war ot attrition across a lengthy front. Currently the 
Iraqis, having concentrated their forces in the three regions of B'aqubeh, 
Kut and Basra can use their extensive arsenal--amply suppied by the USSR and 
France--as insurance against certain defeat. Iranian commanders believe that 
exerting pressure on numerous points will defeat the Iraqi strategy of con- 
centrating on three areas. By spreading the Iraqi forces across a wide 
front, the thickness of the Lraqi defense wall will be reduced, making it 
much easier to penetrate. 


The third strategy, which is supported by a number of military commanders 
such as Colonel Sayyad-Shirazi and possibly the higher echelons of the 
guards, advocates a very large concentrated offensive in the central sector 
of the front on the Mandali-Baghdad axis. The supporters of this thesis 
believe that it is only possible to encourage the Shi'ites of Basra to re- 
volt when Baghdad is directly endangered and thus make the fail of the 
Ba'thist regime a certainty. The important question is whether Ayatollah 
Khomeyni and his close accomplices actually want to end this war. 


In our opinion the answer is yes. They now also want to end this war provid- 
ing they find a way to save their honor. This is why they have tried to put 
salt on the wound. They are neither prepared to use all their combat cap- 
abilities apainst baghdad in one large offensive nor can they tolerate the 
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condition of "neither war nor peace.’ They also cannot accept a lengthy war 
of attrition since it would then be the army who would assume command and 
this would open the way for other political issues in the country. 





Ayatollah kKhomeyni and his advisors have chosen the worst possible strategy 
and are staging show offensives with massive losses every so often still 
awaiting the Shi'ite uprising. The Iraqis are not in a position to take the 
initaitive atter 3 years even though they have many billions of dollars of 
arms in their arsenal. The Ba'thist dictator Saddam Husayn, like Khomeyni, 
is atraid ot a lengthy war since under such circumstances his innumerable 
opposition can unite and eliminate him. 


As a result, both the ayatollah and Saddam see personal advantages in 
sporadic and bloody clashes. A form of undeclared cooperation has been 
forced between the two against the people of Iran and Iraq. The destiny of 
these two has now become tied together in an irreversible way. Peace will 
be possible when the two partners are forced out of the scene--first Saddam 
who started the war and then Khomeyni who has effectively kept him in this 
position so far. 


CSO: 4040/104 














TRAN 


EXECUTION OF TRIBESMEN IN ZAHEDAN REPORTED 
GF281810 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 28 Oct 84 


[Text] Following the many armed clashes in baluchestan va Sistan Province, 
the anti-national Khomeyni regime has executed three baluchs in Zahedan in 
order to create terror and fear in the minds of the Baluchi tribes. As 
usual, this regime has charged them with smuggling narcotics but according 
to reports received, these persons were involved in the unrest which has 
taken place recently at Zabol in Baluchestan va Sistan Province. 


The Baluch armed tribes have so far killed a number of Khomeyni guards in 
armed clashes in Zabol, Zahedan, and in other cities of this province. The 
criminal Khomeyni regime 2 days ago claimed that 53 of the armed smugglers 
had surrendered and had received amnesty documents. Charges against armed 
smugglers among such armed tribesmen are the accusations which Khomeyni 
regime attributes to the armed combatants. 


At the same time the correspondents of the [Free Voice of Iran reported that 
this was a false report and it is merely meant to deceive the armed tribes: 
men and to capture them. Lxecutions in Zahedan and at other places of the 
heroic Baluch tribesmen shows the hostility of the resime toward the tribes- 
men of Baluchestan va Sistan. The tribesmen have resolved never to surrender 
to this criminal regime. 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI URGES PATIENCE TOWARD AIRLINE SECURITY 
LD301254 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 30 Oct 84 


[Speech by Khomeyni to employees of Iran Air and civil aviation officials at 
Jamaran Mosque on the morning of 30 October; 12-minute duration--reworded |] 


[Excerpts] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. I thank 
the brothers and sisters who have taken the trouble to come here. 


One point I would like to explain to you is that, as you see, there are 
various hands at work trying to harm our people and our country. You see 
that a place which is said to have been the center of man's civilization, a 
place which is supposed to have given civilization to other parts of the 
world, is now the home of terrorists, terrorists who confess to having 
killed people and to have planted bombs. A country like that [reference to 
France, where former President Bani--Sadr and leader of Mojahedin-e Khalgq 
organization live] has such a government. They have reached certain agree- 
ments with corrupt people, terrorists, and criminals despite their claims. 
They condemn air piracy but, if an Iranian plane is hijacked, they encourage 
the hijackers. You should be careful and act to prevent such aggressive 
acts. If a decision is reached to place a certain number of government 
security officers in planes and if people are searched, you should not be 


worried; on the contrary, you should ‘|. We do not wish to insult 
people; we wish to prevent you fron . ssulted. If your plane is hi- 
jacked, it is an insult to the princ?, é travelling by air. Therefore, 


if officers come to search your plane, you should not be offended. You 
should encourage them, because they want to find undesirable persons who 
might worry and insult you, gentlemen. 


I pray to the Almighty God to protect you. I thank you for all your efforts 
and your achievements. You have advanced aviation in Iran. I wish you more 
success. Peace be with you all. 


CSO: 4640/1001 
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PAKISTAN 


PESSIMISM EXPRESSED OVER ASSURANCE FROM U.S. 
GF301738 Lahore NAWA-E WAQT in Urdu 9 Oct 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "U.S. Assurances to Pakistan" ] 


[Excerpts] It has been reported that the U.S. envoy in Pakistan has delivered 
a letter to President Ziaul Haq containing a special message from President 
teagan in which he has expressed his apprehension at the violation of 
Pakistan's airspace by Afghan aircraft with the assurance that the United 
States attaches great importance to Pakistan's security and it will discharge 
its responsibilities in this regard. 


President Reagan has also expressed concern about Pakistan's nuclear program, 
citing secret reports, and has stated that if there is any truth in then, 
Pakistan should inmediately halt its nuclear program and should accept the 
international supervision of the same. President Reagan mentioned that if 
Pakistan manufactures a nuclear bomb, then it will affect its relations with 
the United States. 


If President Reagan's letter mentions all this, then we thank him for his 
assurances that the United States is concerned about Pakistan's safety. With 
our gratitude, we also feel it our duty to recall that such an assurance 

was made in the past, despite which nothing was done for the protection of 
Pakistan's safety in 1971 and the United States remained a silent spectator 
and Incian military strength reinforced by Soviet assistance succeeded in 
dividing the country in two. In 1965, during the first Indo-Pakistan war, 
the U.S. role was notvery commendable. It had halted arms supplies to Pakis- 
tan as soon as the war began and even refused to supply spare parts for those 
U.S. arms that Pakistan already had. In view of such a sinful past record of 
the U.S. attitude to Pakistan, it will be difficult for any perceptive Pakis- 
tani to believe such assurances by President Reagan or any other prominent 
U.S. official. 


Whatever the opinion of the present government on the U.S. attitude we feel, 
and we are sure all our compatriots agree that, since our neighbor India 
has become a nuclear power, Pakistan's safety lies in being able to manu- 
facture nuclear weapons. When we stress the need for making nuclear wea- 
pons, it does not mean that we are advocating 4 nuclear war with India. On 
the contrary, it means that we wish to set up such an equilibrium of power 
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with India that the Indian leaders do not feel that they are in a position 
to blackmail Pakistan. He seriously feel that if Pakistan becomes a nuclear 
power, India will be forced to adopt a moderate stance against us. If the 
United States genuinely desires Pakistan to have better relations with 
India, it should cooperate wholeheartedly in making Pakistan a nuclear power 
and should cooperate with it in every possible way. 


CSO: 4656/20 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY ON ARAD-U.S. RELATIONS 
GF271256 karachi MASHURIO in Urdu 18 Oct 064 p 3 


[Commentary by Dr Abdossalam Khorshid: '"A Storm of Opposition Against the 
United States in the Arab World"] 


[Text] King Ilusayn of Jordan has acknowledged that the United States has 
lost its allies in the Arab world. lle said that since the United States is 

a military ally of Israel, there was no justiiication for appointing this 
country as the only party to briny, about peace in the HNiddle Last. King 
llusayn has reiterated that an international conference be held in which 

both the Soviet Union and the United States iay take part and that a con- 
prehensive peace plan be devised in this conference. No matter how painful 
the human factor in the activities of the Arab territories against the United 
States in the liddle Last, one cannot deny the fact that Arabs no longer 
trust the United States. 


In analyzing the situation, hk. Norton, NEW YORK TIMES correspondent, writes: 
"Anti-American sentiment is growing at an alarming rate. Although not many 
Arabs like the activities of the terrorists, there is a large number of 
Arabs who challenge American planus in the region. No one doubts the motives 
of the terrorists--they do not tolerate an American presence in the region. 
Formerly, only the American regime was a target but now the American public 
also is a target.’ The correspondent says that most of Arab countries, 
especially Egypt, consider the United States unsuitable to mediate between 
the Arabs and Israel in the Palestinian problem. Even the Saudi Arabian 
rulers doubt American sincerity in carrying, out their security pguarantees. 
The tact is that whatever may be the mechanical aspect. of American foreign 
policy, the United States considers Israel as a pivotal factor in its foreign 
policy in the Middle Kast, and that it is ready to sacrifice Arab interests 
in favor of Israeli interests. 


In these circumstances it is not surprising that there is a strong move in 
the Middle East for the Soviet Union also to take part in a settlement of 

the Middle East question. At presecat, the Soviet Union is not without allies 
in the Middle East. Syria and Libya are its fast friends. There is also a 
friendship treaty between the Soviet Union and the PDRY. Algeria too has 
leanings toward the Sovict Union. The latest news is that the president of 


94 














the YAR, ‘ali Abdallah Salih, has visited Moscew and in the course of this 
visit a friendship treaty was signed between the YAR and the Soviet Union. 
This is an event which would affect Saudi Arabia too because it thinks that 
the policies of the YAR have an influence on Saudi Arabia. ‘This agreement 
will also have another effect--the move toward a merger of north and south 
Yemen will get stronger. Now even Egypt and Jordan say that the Soviet Union 
should be invited to a meeting to discuss a political settlement of the Middle 
East. issue. 


By supporting Israel unnecessarily and playing the role of its mil*tary ally. 
the United States is doing considerable harm to its own interests in the 
Middle East because it does not appear to be a wise move to antagonize 100 
million Arabs for the sake of 2 or 3 million Jews and to become friendless 

in such an important region. The political system of the Arab countries in 
the Middle East is such that there are no meetings and demonstrations and 
press does not criticize the government. In other words, the feelings of the 
people remain suppressed. Moreover, except for Oman, key posts are held by 
the Palestinians in all other countries of the Gulf. Compared to the rest 

of the Arab world, Palestinians are more educated and more experienced in 
politics. Palestinians account for 60 percent of Jordan's population and the 
West bank also has hundreds and thousands of well-educated and extremist 
Palestinians. In fact this whole region is like a volcano. Outwardly it 
appears to be inactive, but beneath it a huge amount of lava is simmering. 

It could erupt at any moment and harm American interests in the region. 


CSO: 4656/21 
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PAKISTAN 


SOVIET INFLUENCE SEEN GROWING IN MIDDLE EAST 
GF281830 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 25 Oct &4 p 3 


[Commentary by Dr Abdossalam Khorshid: "Soviet Influence Is Crowing in the 
Middle East"'] 


[Text] The Soviet Union is very active in strengthening its relations with 
countries in the Middle East. The latest news is that the deputy prime 
minister and the foreign minister of Iraq, Ilis Excellency Tariq ‘Aziz, has 
had talks with Andrey Gromyko on the subject of Soviet military aid. One of 
the reasons for these talks is that there is a friendship and cooperation 
treaty between Iraq and the Soviet Union. The second reason is that since 
Iran declared the Tudeh Party illegal and tried its leaders, the Soviet Union 
has been leaning more toward Iraq. 





Another ideological reason is that further LIraqi victories on Iran will 
strengthen the Ba'thist Socialist Party of Iraq. Another result of the im-~ 
provement of relations between Iraq and the Soviet Union may be that rela- 
tions between Iraq and Syria have taken a turn for the better. ‘The Soviet 
Union has strong relations with Syria. President Hafiz al-Asad visited 
Moscow after a 4-year hiatus. The communique issued after the visit said that 
the Soviet Union will give more military aid to Syria as compared to the past 
and there will be growth in economic relations also. Both sides had condemned 
the Camp David agreement. ‘he communique also stated that Washington will not 
be allowed to have the remaining Arab countries also sign agreements similar 
to Camp David. Moreover, both have accepted the PLO as the sole representa- 
tive of the people of Palestine and have decided that full efforts will be 
made to have the rift patched up between the different factions of this or- 
ganization. In other words Syria will no longer adopt a hostile attitude 
toward Yasir ‘Arafat. 


In this communique both have stressed the fact that Israeli forces should 

leave Lebanon forthwith and it adds that no harm will be allowed to come to the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon. Soviet relations have now be- 
come stronger with Syria. Prior to this, an agreement of friendship and co- 
operation had been signed between the Soviet Union and North Yemen, although 
North Yemen was formerly more attached to Saudi Arabia and had also a pro- 
American attitude. South Yemen is already under the influence of the Soviet 
Union. It seems that now differences between North and South Yemen will end 
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and it is quite possible that both will merge into a union while retaining, 
their self-rulc. 


The revival of diplomatic relations between Egypt and the Soviet Union is of 
considerable importance. Although Egypt at present is pro-America, it be- 
lieves that the question of Palestine will not be resolved by the United States 
because the United States is an ally of Israel. Moreover, Egypt and Soviet 
Union agree that a fair solution of the Middle East problem can only be found 
through an international conference to be held in Geneva and both the United 
States and the Soviet Union should take part in it, along with Israel, the 

PLO, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria. This is the same proposal which was 
accepted by the United Nations and which was bypassed by the Camp David 
agreement. but this proposal made no headway. 


The way the Soviet Union is settins up relations with the Arab countries, 

it seems that it would also set up diplomatic relations with Saudi Arabia 
and the Persian Gulf emirates. The Soviet Union has already signed an oil 
agreement with Saudi Arabia and it has diplomatic relations with Kuwait too. 


The fact is that all the Arab and Islamic countries believe that the question 
of Palestine will never be resolved throuyh the United States even if they set 
up good relations with it. Now throughout the Arab world, whether the Arabs 
are moderate or extremists, the belief is that if there is to be a fair 
solution of the Palestinian question then it will only be through a true 
international confsrence. The Soviet Union is exploiting this despondency 

in the Arab world and is engaged in major diplomatic moves. 


CSO: 4656/21 
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PAKISTAN 


SECTARIAN CLASHES DENOUNCED, POLITICAL VOID SAID PARTLY RESPONSIBLE 
GF291248 Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 12 Oct 84 p 3 
[Editorial: '‘"Sectarianism and the Political Process" ] 


[Text] President General Ziaul Haq has regretted the fact that after receiv- 
ing the blessing of Pakistan, we, instead of thanking God, have been fighting 
each other in the name of Shi'ites and Sunnis. The president said that he had 
5 hours of talks with various clerics during which he told them that this 
country was not founded for the Shi'ites and Sunnis to fight in. He appealed 
to them to avoid anything that might cause a clash between the sects. 


The sectarianism about which the president spoke is not confined to Shi'ites 
and Sunnis but is also rife within the Sunni sect in the form of differences 
between the Deobandi and Barailavi schools of the Ulema. Disagreement has 
also raised its head in several other sectors as well as threatens to involve 
the whole country in the conflict. The incident at the Badshahi “Mosque in 
Lahore has shown that sectarianism, differences of localities, and differ- 
ences in languages are also feeding prejudices. Unfortunately there is such 
a din of Islamic talk that one can hardly hear anything else. On the other 
hand, all this noise has produced little of value. During the martial law 
years the sectarian prejudices and tensions have been continuously increasing. 
Regional differences have been increasing and language differences have grown 
instead of disappearing. ‘The old curse of tribal and family loyalties have 
also raised their heads. We must find the root of all this trouble. Just 
shouting Islam, Islam will not prevent un-Islamic prejudices and differences 
from clashing with each other. 


In the present circumstances the primary reason for all this confusion is the 
lack of a clear-cut goal before the people, a goal that would warm up their 
hearts and induce them to constructive action. Such a goal, if provided, 

could draw the people together and bury the small differences that exist between 
our people. The president spoke of faith, unity, and discipline. llowever, such 
qualities can only appear in a nation which has a goal before it. If there is 
no such goal, then there are bound to appear sectarian differences and clashes 
of viewpoints which can only generate lack of hope and lack of faith and create 
discord and disunity. 
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Some people think that this lack of a national objective can be overcome 
through sermons that will put the people on the path to Islam. lowever, such 
sermons can achieve very little. They have achieved little in the past and 
Can expect to achieve even Jess in the future. What is needed are not mere 
sermons on [slam but action in the way of Islam. Furthermore, sermons deliv- 
ered by persons who have become autocrats through force have little impact. 
They are aot ready to give the masses their democratic and civil rights and 
are crushing freedom aad justice through their moves and actiouas. 


Alons, with all such actions our rulers also shout the aame of Islam. They 
are hardly doing justice to Islam itscellf. 


There is no doubt that there are sincere and honest people amonyz our rulers 
who really want Islam to flourish. but Islam is not their office nor have 
they any such certificate from the Cod or the people which could be accepted 
as valid by the people. The only instrument they have is the batton and Islam 
cannot be brought in through a liberal use of the batton. Islam can only be 
brought about by those people who come from the people, who have love for the. 
people, and who respect them. Such people who serve the people are accepted 
as friends by the people and are considered leaders of the people. The im 
position of Islam does not need those persons who dispense lashes, but rather 
those who receive them. Only those persons who can move minds can lead the 
people and bring about a revolution in the thinking of the people. If the 
ruling force wants Islam it should first of all remove itself from the paths 
of Islam and let the people decide their own future. 


In a society, where people enjoy civil and democratic Liberties they will 
have full opportunity to support and work for the Islamic ideological move- 
ment. If someone tries to hinder their path in an undemocratic way, then he 
will himself become the target of tie people's hatred and the people will be- 
come sympathetic toward that movement. 


liowever, under present conditions, the government that had promised to Leave 
in just 90 days but has remained for years, for whatever reason, cannot be 
considered by the people as sincere in imposing Islam. People consider it as 
a ruse and a racket. This behavior also casts doubts on those groups really 
working tor Islam, because people think that they are working for the rulers. 
People accuse them of having a share in cheating the people. Such conditions 
tend to make the workers for Islam ineffective. A society in which the real 
people are not allowed to work remains backward. It will only penerate local, 
sectarian, and linguistic differences with local tribalism. 


The real way to solve this problem is not to suffocate the political parties 
but to enable them to work in freedom. All limitations on freedom of expres- 
sion must be lifted from the intellectuals and the political workers. This 
will provide an objective for thre people, and generate faith, unity, and dis- 
cipline. A healthy political process generates unity and coherence. People 
of every language, culture, and views will gather around the politicians and 
the political parties. Yhey will exchange views and work out a system for 
themselves that can be accepted by the whole nation. but a society or a 
policy which is "partyless' will only generate sectarianism and lingual 
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prejudices in favor of the devil and Satan. In this society it seems that 
the work of the devi. and Satan is flourishing. Therefore, the government 
should accept this basic point that it cannot bring Islam by itself. This 
should be done through the political parties and organizations and that only 
when the Islamic movements are given freedom of action and work can a system 
be established with a democratic character that is backed and accepted by 
the people. Any other system, apart from the one suggested, will not briny 
along Islam and will only bring misfortune to the people and the country. 


CSO: 4656/21 
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PAKISTAN 


ISLAMIC DEMANDS NO EXCUSE FOR BARRING PARTY-BASED ELECTIONS 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 5 Oct 84 p 5 
[Editorial: "The Party of Allah--A Practical Procedure" ] 


[Text] President Gen Ziaul Haq has said that the civilian government he means 
to set up in the country is based on the spirit of Islam, and as such there is 
no place in it for political parties or mutual wrangling in the name of 
politics. In Islam, he said, there is only the party of Allah and the party of 
Satan. He said this in an interview given to the Urdu service of Radio 
Denmark, in answer to a question as to why he insisted on having nonparty 
elections. When asked if he considered himself to be the party of Allah, he 
answered in the negative and explained that most political parties in the 
country are pro-Islam, and he wants them to unite and form the party of Allah. 
Time and again the president has said that there is no place for political 
parties in Islam. He wants the nonparty elections to be accepted, leading to a 
transfer of power to the elected assembly, whose members in turn will decide 
whether or not there should be political parties in the country. The spirit of 
Islam is exactly the term the president has used when talking about the party 
of Allah and that of Satan. But the question is, are the defunct pro-Islamic 
political parties to be considered antagonistic to the party of Allah? 


The simplest and most practical procedure would be to make the political 
parties Islamic in spirit by slow degrees, just as Islam has been introduced in 
the country gradually and step-by-step. The political parties cannot be 
Islamized in one lead; this work should be undertaken as part of a slow 
evolutionary process. 


The Political Parties Act (1962) has a section binding all political parties to 
do nothing antagonistic to the spirit of Islam or the ideology of Pakistan. 
Even the political parties known for their socialist and communist persuasions 
have a section in their manifestos promising not to make any law repugnant to 
the Korean and Sunna. If this law is not being obeyed in the letter and 
Spirit, the law governing political parties can be rewritten. Pakistan is an 
ideological country. Its basis is Islam, and the ideal is to give everytliing, 
including politics, an Islamic spirit. Consequently, socialist and communist 
parties should be barred from propagating their views in the country. 
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It has been said that the transfer of power will take place in March 1985. 
Only 6 months are left before the elections, and we think the procedure of the 
elections should now be made clear. We think the regime should not insist on 
nonparty elections, but considering the traditions and desires of the people, 
only political parties with manifestos that are pro-Islam and pro-Pakistan 
should be allowed to take part in the elections. To keep the number of 
political parties to three or four, it should be stipulated that only parties 
getting above 2 certain percentage of votes will be allowed to exist. No 
democratic party will oppose this condition, since in democracy it is people's 
votes that give any party the right to exist. The condition of being pro-Islam 
will make all parties Islamic in spirit, which the president wants them to be, 
and the gradual method of Islamizing that the president has followed in 
everything else will be followed here in this as well. 


12476 
CSO: 4656/8 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY ON UPCOMING ELECTIONS 
GF291700 Ravyalpindi HAIDAR in Urdu 8 Oct 84 p 3 
[Editorial: ‘A Conducive Atmosphere Is Necessary for Elections"] 


[Excerpts] Whatever the chief of the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal Party (Ret) 
Air Marshall Asghar Khan said to correspondents after his release boils down 
to the fact that he has no intention of ever negotiating with the government 
nor has he ever expressed such a desire, but that if the government so 
wishes, it could be considered. At present, elections would benefit the 
government as well as the country. Elections should be fair and meaningful 
and the atmosphere should be favorable for holding them. For elections to be 
meaningful, it is necessary that there should be freedom of press and speech, 
freedom of expression, and complete civic freedom. 


The true elections will be those by which power will be transferred to the 
people, for which the MRD had been established and which still maintains 
its stance and desires that the Pakistan People's Party [PPP] should forget 
its past bitterness and cooperate with it in the interest of national 
sovereignty, security, and stability. 


It can be deduced from the air marshal's utterances that his release was not 
the outcome of some arcane deal. There is no doubt that his views have not 
undergone a change. He still identifies himself with the MRD objectives and 
he hcpes that the defunct PPP leadership should also adhere to these objec- 
tives and continue to cooperate with the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal Party. He con- 
tinues to insist that meaningful elections should take place as soon as 
possible ard that power be delegated to the representatives of the people. 


As the chief of the defunct political party has said: If the government de- 
sires to negotiate, such a proposal can be considered. Hence we would like 

to suggest to the government that it should not delay an invitation to all 
prominent political parties, including the MRD and sincere discussions should 
be held so that such elections may be facilitated which would be acceptable to 
both sides. If such an invitation is extended by the government then we would 
suggest to the MRD and other leaders to follow the example of the Tehrik-i- 
Istiqlal leader and consider such a propose! without demur. If the leacers' 
stance is logical there should be no hesii.. on in going to the conference 
table because it is the democratic way to decide issues through mutual 











consultation and discussion, and genuine efforts should be made in this re- 
gard. 


In conclusion, we endorse the (Ret) Air Marshal Asghar Khan's demand that 
civic rights be restored in order to create a conducive atmosphere, all 


political detainees be released, and freedom of expression and the freedom 
of the press should also be restituted. 


CSO: 4656/20 
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PAKISTAN 


ALLEGED FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN ELECTION PROCESS DECRIED 
GF271311 Lahore NAWA-E WAQT in Urdu 24 Oct 84 p 3 
[Editorial: ‘Foreign Cash Distributed To Prevent Holding of Elections"'] 


|Excerpts] The Punjab governor, Lieutenant General Ghulam Jilani Khan, ad- 
dressing the opening session of the provincial council, said the government is 
aware that foreign powers are distributing cash here. Those who are playing 
into their hands are trying to prevent the convening of the elections by 
creating hindrances. But as far as the government is concerned, it gives 
great importance to the convening of general elections and the safety of the 
country and is bound by the 12 August 1983 declaration to hold elections 
according to the program. 


Although the distribution of money by some foreign powers is a very serious 
matter, this does not come as a revelation. The people have to be told and 
strict vigilance must be exercised on the ageuts of those foreign powers and 
their nefarious designs in trying to sabotage the forthcoming elections must 
not be permitted to materialize. Thuose foreign powers which are engaged in 
doling out cash consider the holding of fair and free elections in a peaceful 
atmosphere and the smooth delegation of power to the people as contrary to 
their disgraceful interests and are making efforts so that internal confron-- 
tation may take place, the vortex of uncertainty may become larger, and the 
country may fall into their laps like ripe fruit. 


It is necessary that, in order to thwart the plans of internal mercenary 
ayents., the elections should be held on schedule, but they should also be 
Fair and free. Necessary stringent arrangements also should be made so that 
a foundation is laid for regular elections in the future, so that a tradition 
of regular elections may be set up and the government may change according to 
the will of the people. 


The ruler, leaders, and politicians, as well as the people should stop to 
think that whatever they are, or whatever they have, is due to Pakistan, 
that is, whatever job, wealth, or position we possess is a blessing from our 
houeland. We should acknowledge it in our actions and the feelings necessary 
for Pakistan's stability. We must foster tolerance, self-sacrifice, and 

a constructive attitude. We also must be generous. 
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If, Cod forbid, conditions are not conducive to the holding of elections, 

and they are postponed, it will be an answer to the prayers of the foreign 
powers who are distributing funds to hinder the elections. It is the duty 
of the rulers to unmask and prevent those mercenary agents of the foreign 

powers and to prove that, as they said, they attach immense importance to 

the convening of general elections and the safety of the country. 


CSO: 4656/20 
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PUNJAB WANTS REASSESSMENT OF FEDERAL POOL 


Ways, Means Discussed 


Karachi DAWN in English 20 Oct 84 Business Supplement p I 


[Article by Babar Ayaz: 


{Text ] 


NOBODY knows about 
the fate of the National 
Finance Commission (NFC) 
which was constituted in 
February 1979 to recom- 
mend an agreed formula for 
the sharing of divisible 
taxes between the Federal 
and the Provincial 
Governments. 

Not even its unofficial members 
know this. “I do not know whether 


or not it (NFC) exists”, a member 
confided. 


“Tt does exist’’, an official source 
told Dawn Economic & Business 
Review. “But it does not need meet- 
ings any more as all concerned 
have put across their views 
clearly,” he said. ° 


True all sides — the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the four provincial 
governments — have adequately 
explained their point of view. But 
the Commission, as it appears, 


could not bring about a consensus. . 


Still worse, it could not prepare 
any reports or formulate any re- 
commendations and thus could not 
fulfil the task assigned to it during 
the five years it has been in 
existence. 


Legally dead 


As for its existence itself, strictly 
in constitutional terms it has 
ceased to exist, despite official 
claims to the contrary. 
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According to Article 160 of the 
1973 Constitution in terms of which 
it was set up, its life could not ex- 
ceed five years from the date of its 
commencement. 


Even if the daic of commence- 
ment is taken to be the date of its 
first meeting, which was held in 
September, 1979, its tenure ended 


_ last month — September, 1984. 


But five years of deliberation 
yielded no results. “Both Sind and 
Punjab have been reluctant to 
accept the formula of division of 
divisible taxes and the Federal gov- 
ernment is too cautigus to decide 
on its own as the issue is ticklish 
and has political overtones’’, one 
member explained. 


“The stalemate is owing to the 
difference of opinion among the 
provinces on the division of re- 
sources,” an insider conceded. 


There is no doubt that Islamabad 
is cautious. Senior officials in the 
Finance Ministry are so sensitive 
that they decline even to talk about 
it. 


Fiasco 


But an official claimed that 
“there is no fiasco. The Federal 
Government will decide sooner or 
later and nobody will public the dif- 
ferences as the Commission has no 
vocal and politically ambitious 
member,” he pointed out. 


PAKISTAN 


"Has the National Finance Commission Expired?" ] 











The critics, however, emphasise 
that while the 1974 NFC submitted 
its report in about one and half year 
the present Commission has not 
been able to do so even in five 
years. The reason, according to 
them is that forces in favour of 
maintaining the status quo are 
strong. 
Factors 

“This could be just one reason,” a 
member of the previous NFC ar- 
gued. He said: “I think since the 
present government is of interim 
nature and the issue is directly 
linked with the question of provin- 
cial autonomy it is vey careful in 
dealing with it or, perhaps, the pre- 
sent members are more staunch 
supporters of provimial rights than 


” 

OS, seems that all these facto *s 
have played their role in putting 
the work of the NFC in doldrums. 
The issue is becoming more pres- 
sing with the passage of time as the 
non-development expenditure of 
the provinces is exyanding fast and 
the provincial taxes are just crawl- 
ing behind them. 


The provinces have hardly any 
tax with elasticity. The present 
base of provincial taxes is narrow 
and has touched almost staturation 
point, independent observers say. 
But there are people who disagree 
with this view on the ground that 
with the expansion of economic. ac- 
tivity and by plugging loopholes 
much more could be collected. 


Tax Elasticity 


In point of fact, however, most of 
the taxes which respond signific- 
antly to the increasing economic 
activity are with the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the chronic problem 
of tax evasion is difficult to cure, an 
official conceded. : 

Another issues which the pro- 
vinces have raised that the Federal 
Government should try to cut down 
on its collection charges as the pro- 
vinces have to part with substantial 
amount from the gross receipts on 
this account. 


There is also difference of opi- 
nion about some taxes and exports 
duties which were unilaterally re- 
duced by the Federal Government 
being the managers of fiscal and 
monetary policy. It directly affects 
the provinces “Our the divisible 
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poo] shrinks with each reduction.” 

Since 80 per cent of the major 
taxes is distributed among the pro- 
vinces by the Federal Government 
on the population basis, Punjab, 
which has about 57 per cent of the 
country’s total population wants to 
stick to this formula. Other pro- 
vinces are not very eager about this 
arrangement and have been plead- 
ing to include other factors with 
more weightage. 

However, from the current fiscal 
year, the population ratio has been 
updated according to the 1981 
census, which has raised Sind’s 
share by a fraction. 


Sore pomt 


This issue of division of resources 
between the provinces and the Fed- 
eral Government has remained a 
sore point in almost all the 
countries. 

Many experts have suggested 
greater shares for the provinces. 
Even the Federal Planning Minis- 
ter, Dr. Mehbubul Haq was in 
favour of provincialising more 
taxes before he joined the Federal 
Cabinet. He had suggested in 1979 
that only corporate tax, income tax 
and customs duty should remain 
with the Federal Government and 
the rest should be passed on to the 
provinces for they can visualise 
their development imperatives 
better. 


Lobbies 


But powerful lobbies are op- 
posed to this sort of division of re- 
sources or rather division of power. 
“Each province has its own interest 
and it is not possible to cater to 
them all the way,” a member of the 
NFC said. “They have been ad- 
vocating their case more forcefully 
than ever before,” he added. 

The interest of provinces in get- 
ting a larger share from the divisi- 
ble pool of taxes could be judged 
from the fact that Punjab has opted 
for the Federal Council Chairman, 
Khawaja Safdar to plead the pro. 
vince’s case instead of an_in- 
dustrialist Mr. Babar Ali. 

As the five years of negotiations 
and persuasion by the Finance 
Minister, Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan, 
have not borne fruit, the provincial 
and Federal government officials 
are secretive about the NFC’s fate. 

But one thing is certain. Having 
failed to produce any report in five 
yerars the NFC 1979 has died 
unsung unwept. 











Population Census Revision Demanded 


Karachi DAWN in English 20 Oct 84 Business Supplement p I 
{Article by Ashraf Mumtaz] 


[Text] WORST HIT by the 1981 census, the Punjab Government has lost Rs. 232.3 
million in 1983-84 in its share of taxes in the divisible pool. According to 
1981 census, Pinjab's population no longer constitutes 60.25 per cent of the 
total of the country, it has declined to 57.95. 


Though the officials of the Punjab Government feel that the census has under- 
stated its population they insist that the population formula for the division 
of taxes from the divisible pool should continue despite opposition from the 
smaller provinces. 


While the Punjab Government has demanded that its population should be reas- 
sessed, the NFC is fast approaching its end, without even reaching any conclu- 
sion. "No NFC meeting is in offing and constituionally is due tor reconstitu- 
tion a knowledgeable source pointed out. 


Re-enumeration of the province's population will itself take a few months, so 
even if Punjab's demand is accepted by the Federal Government the present NFC 
will not be able to revise the allocations as by that time its term may 
expire. 


"Like Karachi, Punjab is also skeptical about the reassessment and feels that 
it would get them the same figures as it happened in the case of Karachi," a 
census officer told ‘Dawn’. 


"People temporarily living outside of the province have not been enumerated in 
the 1981 census and as a result our share has been cut by 2.28 per cent in the 
divisible pool" a bureaucrat in Lahore complained. 


The critics are not willing to buy this theory. The share of people who have 
migrated to other provinces should go to the provinces to which they have 
moved to live", one of them argued. 


Not succumbing to these critics, Punjab, according to official sources, has 
challenged the population statistics of 1931 before the Federal Government and 
has demanded a revision of the population census. 

According to this census, the population of Punjab showed a declined with the 
result that its share in the taxes was reduced form 60.25 per cent to 57.97 
per cent in 1983-84. 


By virtue of the demographic changes as registered by the 1981 census, Sind's 
share rose to 23.34 per cent from 22.50 per cent and Baluchistan's to 5.30 per 
cent from 3.86 per cent, while NWFP's share remained unchanged at 13.39 per 
cent. 
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If the Punjab Government's contention about the revision of population is ac- 
cepted, it would regain its share, a top Punjab Government official said. 


Besides raising the population issue, the Punjab Government is believed to 
have asked for the provincialisation of some other taxes. 


Punjab, like other provinces, feels that its tax base is narrowing and it is 
incapable of keeping pace with the inflating non-development expenditure. 


Sind Says It Needs Larger Share 
Karachi DAWN in English 20 Oct 84 Business Supplement p I 


[Text] BEING a province which generates more taxes than any other province, 
Sind claims more share for itself and other provinces in general. But NFC is 
believed to consider this a hurdle in the way finalising its report. 


"We have presented our case on the basis of facts and figures", a provincial 
government official claims. 


"Both the Sind and the Punjab governments have not been able to prove statis- 
tically their respective cases", Mr. Ghulam Faruque who is an independent mem- 
ber from NWFP, however, said. 


"They have been taking funds in the past but the development figures do not 
reflect them", he added. 


The Sind Government sources do not agree with this view. They feel that some 
of the areas of the province are as backed as the areas in NWFP. "We should 
also have some share in the funds to uplift our under-developed areas," a de- 
velopment economist of Sind argued. 


Yardstick 


He says that when the Federal Government has itself declared some areas of 
Sind as underdeveloped and has given various incentives to set up industry in 
those areas, how can they ignore these areas when it comes to distribution of 
resources on the basis of backwardness". 


"The problem is that there is no yardstick to measure backwardness or the 
level of development. In India they have distinctly linked it with factors 
like canal irrigated areas", Mr. Ghulam Faruque, the experienced economist and 
industrialist told me. 

"Sind wants to have the best of both the worlds," a visiting bureaucrat com- 
mented,'"' it wants to have larger share of taxes from the divisible pool both 
on the grounds of backwardness and urbanisation, beside pleading for provin- 
cialisation of some lucurative taxes like sales tax and excise duty on sugar." 


"This amounts to just ridiculing our entire stand" an irritated Sind official 


said when I asked him to comment. "It is not that we want more share just by 
hook or crook," he added. 
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Linkage 


Besides joining other provinces in pressing the Federal Government for provin- 
cialisation of more taxes, Sind has been also trying to sell the idea that 


there should be some linkage between the taxes generated by a province and its 
share". 


This is not accepted by others. They think that Sind generates more taxes 
because Karachi, the biggest industrial and trade centre of the country, 
happens to be a part of this province. 


"Karachi's present resources have been built over the years because it got the 
national wealth for investment as it was the only port of the country", one 
Punjab businessman maintained. 


Karachi 


"We agree with this defination of Karachi", the Sind Government official 
readily said when I posed this question. "Precisely, on this ground that 
Karachi is a national city where people from all over the country migrate in 
search of employment, we have been demanding seperate funds for this city pro- 
jects', from Islamabad", he added. 


NWFP Accommodates Federal Government's View 
Karachi DAWN in English 20 Oct 84 Business Supplement p I 
[Article by A. S. Yousufi: "NWFP's View: ‘We've Made the Sacrifice'"] 


[Text] THE NWFP Government, it is understood, agreed quite some time ago to a 
Federal Government proposal that in the matter of division of revenue resour- 
ces, the small provinces show a spirit of accommocation in order to allow a 
consensus to be reached. 


The proposal was made to NWFP and Baluchistan. Sources say the NWFP agreed 
that its share of 10 per cent of a special "Solidarity Fund" proposed to be 
set up under the NFC, be cut by one per cent. 


The decision of the Provincial Government was duly conveyed to Islamabad and 
it is understood that once replies from all the provinces were received, the 
second NFC meeting will convene. That has not happened, though almost two 
years have passed since this development took place. 


What apparently happened, sources believe in the NWFP capital, is that objec- 
tions were again raised by Punjab, which the Federal Government is still try- 
ing to resolve although meetings held for this purpose have been few and far 

between. 


Sacrifice 
It was perhaps on August 12, 1982 that the Federal Finance Minister, Mr. Ghu- 


lam Ishaq Khan, came out with a proposal suggesting to NWFP and Baluchistan, 
to make a little sacrifice in order to arrive at a decision. 
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There has been talk of a certain ‘Solidarity Fund' in the National Finance 
Commission, put forth by Federal representatives, in which provinces were 


tried to be accommodated. 


But largest province of Pakistan raised certain objections which forced the 
centre to slash the share of smaller provinces in the "Solidarity Fund" and to 
pursuade them to accept the cut. 


It is learnt that grudgingly the NWFP agreed to a one per cent cut in its 
share, which was originally shown ten per cent of the ‘Fund this decision of 
the provincial government was duly communicated to the Federal Finance Minis- 
ter, who had undertaken to call a meeting. 


The small provinces also feel burdened with the debt owed to the centre. The 
servicing of this debt takes away much of their share of the divisible pool. 


"There is need for some sort of special debt relief to Province as announced 
in April 1973" a provincial government suggested. The then President had or- 
dered that debt liabilities of the NWFP and Baluchistan to the Federal Govern- 
ment which stood Rs. 677 million in the case of the NWFP and Rs. 395 million 
in the case of Baluchistan should be written off. 


Similar, relief was given to the Punjab and Sind with effect from September 
1973, when outstanding Federal loans of Rs. 2690 million and Rs. 1844 million 
respectively were written off. Thus an aggregate loan amount of Rs. 5607 mil- 
lion were waived by the Federal Government. 


This measure provided great budgetary support to the provices as they were 
more or less saved from paying to the Federal Government substantial amount 
annually on account of interest and principal of these loans. "In view of the 
financial stringency faced by the provinces, similar debt relief is being as- 
pired by the provincial governments. This will have a healthy effect on pro- 
vincial financies" the official sources explained. 


CSO: 4600/50 
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PAKISTAN 


EXPATRIATES ACCOUNTABLE FOR DEFAMATIONS OF PAKISTAN 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 5 Oct 84 p 5 
[Editorial: "Those Who Left the Country" ] 


[Text] During his interview with the Urdu service of Radio Denmark, the 
president was asked his opinion about the Pakistanis who left the country in 
July 1977 for fear of being arrested and brought to justice. He was asked if 
these people who went away on the grounds of ill-health, but were playing a 
political game in foreign lands, would be allowed to come back and take part in 
politics under an order of general amnesty. The president replied that no such 
declaration was needed for these people to return to their homeland. This 
answer is quite simple, since these people left the country of their own free 
will and can return for their own purposes. Some of them are returning in 
December, before the elections. The only thing that can stand in their way is 
the anti-Pakistani propaganda they carried on concerning their exile while they 
were away from home. They have been criticizing the regime relentlessly in 
foreign countries. The president rightly said in the interview that if these 
people had loved their country they would not have left it. This is what 

Air Marshall (retd) Asghar Khan, the leader of Tahrik-e Istiqlal has reportedly 
said. He reportedly said that most of the leaders of MRD adopted the easy 
method of leaving the country, instead of staying here and doing something to 
break the political deadlock in Pakistan. That, he said, disheartened the 
political workers and made the people despondent. 


Certainly these people who escaped to other countries will have to answer one 
question on their return--when they were busy defaming their homeland in 
foreign countries, who paid for their subsistence? 


12476 
CSO: 4656/8 
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PAKISTAN 


POSITIVE INDIAN RESPONSES TO PEACE OVERTURES URGED 
GF010539 Rawalpindi THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 12 Oct 84 p 4 
[Editorial: ‘Imperatives of Peace" ] 


[Text] A series of statements have in recent weeks emanated from India both 
at the leadership level and in the press accusing its neighbours of acquiring 
sophisticated arms and the determination to meet any threat. The Indian 
Defense Minister has kept harping on the theme of threat from Pakistan and 
the Indian Prime Minister herself has indulged in endless war talk. The 
Indian press, taking the cue, has also been devoting a lot of space to build- 
ing up what can be described as war psychosis in that country. This Indian 
Stance is inscrutable to say the least. The talk of threat to India has no 
basis in fact. India does not face any credible military threat from any of 
its South Asian neighbours. Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and others are to small 

to pose any threat. Neither does Pakistan. India is big, in fact, bigger 
than all the other countries combined in resources, population and military 
Strength. Lately there has been some tension in the air, but for it, too, 
India has none but itself to thank. For one thing it is not Pakistan but 
India which has filled the subcontinental atmosphere with war talk. Secondly, 
it is India which unilaterally suspended the negotiation process. There is 
also no truth in the Indian claim that Pakistan is fuelling an arms race in 
the region. Pakistan cannot afford the luxury of an arms race. All it has 
done in the last two years is to buy a few F-16's to replace the aging fighters 
from the fifties and sixties. To put the record straight, India did not 
begin buying advanced military equipment after the purchase of F-16's by 
Pakistan. It began stockpiling modern weapons much before that. It pur- 
chased Jaguars much before Pakistan got F-16's. The same goes for the super- 
sophisticated Soviet war planes like MIC-25's and MIG-29's that have joined 
the Indian Air Force in the last five years. 


The situation of mistrust, misgiving and tension that has developed is most 
unfortunate. It is not going to do anybody any good. On its part Pakistan 
is ready to do whatever it can to create a climate of goodwill and friendship 
and promote good neighbourly relations. Pakistan has already furnished ample 
proof of its honest intentions. It has offered to sign a no-war pact with 
India. It has also put forward a proposal for ‘proportionate reduction in 
forces so that the funds thus released can be divered towards development. To 
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clear any doubt on the nuclear issue, Pakistan has also proposed that South 
Asia be turned into a nuclear-weapon-free zone. All this underlines 
Pakistan's peaceful intentions in the area. It is now up to India to re- 
spond and respond positively to Pakistan's peace overtures. The best way 
to dissipate the accumulated tension would be to resume the stalled dia- 
logue between the two countries. For, once negotiations start, suspicions 
will be cleared and issues will begin to move towards a solution. 


CSO: 4600/60 
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PAKISTAN 


ALLEGED DISSIDENTS DENOUNCED 
GF301642 Rawalpindi HAIDAR in Urdu 15 Oct 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "Who Are They?"] 


[Text] President General Mohammad Ziaul Haq told a press conference in 
Karachi that there were some elements trying to weaken the country internally 
and who should be identified and eradicated. Some powers are also trying to 
harm Pakistani interests and are sending sums of money, but regardless of 
this, the convening of elections and the country's safety from external 
dangers are equally important for us. 


The revelation made by the esteemed president and the accusations against 
certain elements and powers assume greater importance as they are made by 
the country's most important personality who has a complete picture of the 
country's internal and external situation. 


Out of patriotism, we will take the liberty of saying that if money is flow- 
ing in from more than one country and is being distributed, evidently the 
government has some proof about the recipients of such cash. If the govern- 
ment is hesitating in taking some action against such individuals, who ac- 
cording to the president are accepting foreign money, then we feel justified 
in saying that the government is deliberately turning a blind eye even when 
it is a witness to a crime and is thus failing in its duty. 


We consider this extremely delerious to the interest of the nation that: 
another power can influence our internal situation and we are strongly 
against foreign money being distributed among vested interests. 

We hope that patriotic circles will agree with our point of view and if the 


sovernment is right in its assertion, then it should not waste any time in 
esposing such elements and taking action against then! 


CSO: 4656/20 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY ON GULF WAR 
GF281630 Lahore NAWA-E WAQT in Urdu 20 Oct 84 p 3 
{Editorial: ‘The Iran-Iraq War--For How Long?" ] 


[Excerpts] Four years have past since the series of contradictory communi- 
ques on the war started and they have now become a regular feature. It can 
be debated at length whether Iran's claims are more correct or Iraq's, but 
what is an undeniable truth is that two brother Muslim countries are en- 
broiled in a war which has cost them immense and irreparable losses and the 
benefits only accrues to those countries which are seiling arms to these two 
countries. 


It has also created uncertainty in the region which can provide a pretext 

to the superpowers for intervention in the region ostensibly to halt the 

war and those countries which have just gained independence could once again 
relapse into their former bondage. 





Why did the war break out between Iran and Iraq? Where does the responsibil- 

ity tor the initiation of this destructive war lie? These are important ‘ 
questions but in practice what has assumed greater importance is how can it 

be stopped. ‘The losses sustained by the warring sides are innumerable. 

Neither party nas the capacity to carry it to a logical conclusion and the 

losses will continue to multiply. Some say that Iran has greater numbers and 

religious fervor and can endure a war or that Iraq has access to the latest 

armaments and enjoys the support and assistance of most. of the Arab nations. 

Both countries can continue the war but recent actions have been punctuated 

by long spells of inactivity. 


The unsuccessful efforts to end the LIraq-Iran war are very frustrating and 

a source of chagrin as well but the peaceloving world community should con- 
tinue its efforts to try to effect a rapproachement among the Islamic nations. 
They should strive to drive home to Iran and Iraq the fact that by prolonging 
the war they are only inflicting losses on themselves and that when they later 
mourn their unwise acts at least they will not be able to complain that the 
Islamic world did nothing to stop them or that it remained a silent spectator 
to the immense destruction and losses which they have inflicted upon them- 
selves. 


CSO: 4656/20 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTANI POLICE CLASH WITH STUDENTS 
GF261202 Karachi DAWN in English 24 Oct 84 p 8 


[Text] Karachi, 23 Oct--The police fired teargas shells for over two hours 
on Tuesday to disperse two groups of students who had fortified themselves 

within the premises of the NED University of Engineering and the Sind Medi- 
cal College [SMC]. 


The students at the SNC pelted stones on policemen from rooftops for about 
two hours. The police, in retaliation, fired teargas shells and did not 
allow them to come out on the main road. 


As a precautionary measure, the police diverted the vehicular traffic from 
this road. They later narrowed the ring around the SMC building (which is 
inside the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre) and chased the students from 
two directions. 


Some shells fell close to the wards and caused panic among the patients, staff 
and visitors, especially those of the gynacology ward. 


The police succeeded in dislodging the students and brought the situation under 
control, without injury to any. 


The police also held four persons, including three students, two of the SMC 
and one of the Dawood Engineering College. The fourth one was an outsider. 
lis identity was being ascertained. 


At the NED campus also the police fired teargas shells to disperse unruly 
students who indulged in brickbatting. Some students managed to come out of 
the campus and briefly disrupted vehicular traffic on the university road. 
The police firing teargas shells and using clubs pushed them back to the 
campus. 


About a dozen students were rounded up and booked on a charge of rioting and 
attacking public servants on duty. No one was reported injured from either 
side. 


CSO: 4600/60 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTANI POLICE USE TEARGAS ON STUDENTS 
GF281622 Karachi DAWN in English 28 Oct 84 p 10 


[Text] Karachi, 24 Oct--Police fired teargas shells and dispersed groups 
of students who disrupted the vehicular traffic on the main university road 
on Wednesday. 


The student protestors pelted stones on the police an“ obstructed vehicular 
traffic on the main road. 


A group of students damaged a provincial government vehicle (GS5124) during 
the trouble. 


Gulshan-i-Iqbal Police have rounded up seven students and booked them on the 
charges of rioting, attacking the public servants on duty, damaging the gov- 
ernment property and obstructing the vehicular traffic. 


After a brief police action, the situation was brought under control. Mean- 
while, the situation at the Sind Medical College, Dow Medical College, Dawood 
College of Engineering and Technology and Islamia College remained calm and 
no untoward incident was reported. 


All the four persons arrested on Tuesday were remanded to police custody for 
seven days by a local military court on Wednesday. 


CSO: 4600/60 END 
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